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Welcome to May’s newsletter! 
 
The 2021 – 2022 season is coming to an end in South Africa. Despite exceptional rainfall over 
large parts of the country, this hasn’t been a particularly good butterfly season in my opinion. 
While there have been a few notable sightings and discoveries, these have been few and far 
between.  
 
Talking of rainfall, our thoughts go out to anyone who may have been affected by the recent floods 
in KwaZulu-Natal. 

 
Corrections 
 

I identified a single bird in March’s newsletter - and it was wrong. Warwick Tarboton noted that 

Striped Kingfisher on page 67 should have been Brown-hooded Kingfisher. Andrew Mayer noted 

that Southern Red Tip (Colotis antevippe gavisa) on p. 97 should have been C. pallene. 

 

Louise Baldwin pointed out that in “Let’s try and save Driftsands Narure Reserve” (p. 8) I’d referred 

to Unique Ranger (Kedestes lenis lenis) as “Endangered”. It is in fact listed as Critically 

Endangered. 

 

LepSoc Africa Conference 
 
This year’s annual LepSoc Africa Conference will be held at Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens on 
Saturday 17 September 2022. As per last year, the Conference will be open to “live” and “virtual” 
presenters and delegates. Subject to the number of presentations that are submitted, we intend to 
cover the conference in a single day, reserving a free day (Sunday 18 September) for butterfly 
trips – this is prime butterfly season in the Johannesburg area. 
 
The Annual General Meeting will be held as a separate event, via Zoom networking only. The date 
and time are still to be confirmed, but provisionally Wednesday 14 September at 19h00. 
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LepSoc Africa subscriptions 
 
A few people have not paid their subscriptions for 2022. On 30 June Hanna Edge will delete the 
contact details of anyone who has not paid since 2020; you will not receive July’s ABN newsletter, 
will not be copied with LepSoc Africa notifications, and will no longer have access to the website. 
 
We don’t want to lose anyone! If you are unsure of your standing, please contact Hanna at 
hanitadut@gmail.com 

 
Gabon Lepidoptera Workshop 
 
After several Covid related postponements, it’s time to relook at the Gabon Lepidoptera 
Workshop! I’ve been in touch with a travel agent who assisted me previously and arrangements 
are being revisited. To allow plenty of time for organization – and to allow you time to plan – I’m 
looking at November 2023 or January 2024. Further details to follow. 
 

Papilio antimachus 
 
A French team is trying to uncover the secrets of one of the 
world’s most elusive and enigmatic butterflies – the Giant African 
Swallowtail (Papilio antimachus). The butterfly’s larval host plant 
and life history is unknown, 240 years after the species was first 
described. 
 
Mark Williams posted the following link to the Highveld Butterfly 
Club WhatsApp group: 
 
 Papilio antimachus 

  
Books Wanted (John Osborne) 
 
John Osborne is a friend of James Wakefield in Zimbabwe. 
 
John is looking for copies of Georges Van Son’s The Butterflies of Southern Africa, Volumes One 
to Four. 
 
If anyone can help, please contact John, via WhatsApp, at +263 77 514 2287. Alternatively, you 
may email his daughter at bluegumsfarm.pz@gmail.com 

 
Czech butterflies 

 
In 2015 a reserve was established for horses and other ungulates, at Milovice near Prague, Czech 
Republic. 
 
The change in land use has seen spectacular increases in meadow butterflies within the reserve, 
including the rare Mountain Alcon Blue (Phengaris rebeli).  
 

Czech butterflies   

mailto:hanitadut@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/rTCGigsCem0
file:///C:/Users/user/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2022/ABN%202022-2/bluegumsfarm.pz@gmail.com
https://www.eurowildlife.org/news/large-herbivores-have-significantly-helped-endangered-butterflies-their-numbers-have-risen-by-hundreds-of-percent-over-a-five-year-period/?fbclid=IwAR1a4PxqVcGBg8Q38aaFA5hsCZ_FdO8dpxJUahc9n4F7DqJWo6YUYqcFeDY_aem_Ac84NTEXePizNlQ7VuUFrQFyO5cyUNKRKi7AKutrvW-wG5QDIwUEymBIPVUUG3g5c1t0dYmFTFP1dQ7exsVp6occXjK4T6Cy8QO7i3ti9xHVnrGkZSP27BhSBzbsSFAoArw
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METAMORPHOSIS PROGRESS REPORT – APRIL 2022 (Dave Edge) 
EDITORIAL 
 
Metamorphosis Volume 33 is off to a good start, with 6 articles published, 3 under peer review and 
at least two in preparation by authors. 
 
The following policy changes and improvements have been made to enhance the reputation of the 
journal: 
 

1) The Orcid IDs of all of our authors have now been included in articles. 

2) In addition to all articles having DOIs the literature cited should include DOIs if they are 

available. 

3) The lepidopteran superfamily now appears in the titles. 

4) Notes now have their own, separate page numbering system. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PUBLISHED ARTICLES (VOLUME 33) 
 
Published: 28 February 2022 
Title: On two species of Opogona Zeller, 1853 from St Helena Island (Tineoidea: Tineidae: 

Hieroxestinae) 
Author: Timm Karisch 
Abstract: A new species of Opogona is described, based on specimens collected at two sites with 

Gumwood trees (Commidendrum robustum (Roxb.) DC.) (Asteraceae) on St Helena 
Island. The species is very distinctive among all other known Opogona species on the 
island in its characteristic bronze-and-black speckled pattern of the forewings. Colour 
photographs of the moth and drawings of the male and female genitalia are given. 
Genetic and morphological examination of specimens treated as O. apicalis (E. 
Wollaston, 1879) and O. compositarum (E. Wollaston, 1879) revealed that they are 
conspecific, and these two names are therefore here synonymised, giving priority to 
Tinea compositarum E. Wollaston, 1879 over the equally old Tinea apicalis E. 
Wollaston, 1879 syn. nov. 

Content: 5 pages, 3040 words, 6 images 
Link: https://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1674/2022.02.28%20Metamorphosis%2033_1-

5%20Karisch%20Opogona%20Final.pdf  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Published: 8 March 2022 
Title: A contribution to the knowledge of the slug moths (Zygaenoidea: Limacodidae) of the 

Maputo Special Reserve 
Authors: Tabitha R. Taberer & Gyula M. László 
Abstract: This paper is the first comprehensive summary of the Limacodidae fauna of the Maputo 

Special Reserve in southern Mozambique, listing 18 species, eight of which are new 
records for the country. The lectotype of Somara albicosta Hampson, 1910 is 
designated. Latoia albicosta (Hampson, 1910) syn. nov. is synonymised with Latoia 
intermissa (Walker, 1865), and Trogocrada dimorpha Janse, 1964 syn. nov. is 
synonymised with Trogocrada deleter Tams, 1953. The paper is illustrated with 43 
colour and 9 black and white diagnostic figures. 

Content: 15 pages, 7332 words, 52 images 
Link: https://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1675/2022.03.08%20Metamorphosis%2033_6-

20%20Taberer%20&%20Laszlo%20Final.pdf  

https://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1674/2022.02.28%20Metamorphosis%2033_1-5%20Karisch%20Opogona%20Final.pdf
https://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1674/2022.02.28%20Metamorphosis%2033_1-5%20Karisch%20Opogona%20Final.pdf
https://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1675/2022.03.08%20Metamorphosis%2033_6-20%20Taberer%20&%20Laszlo%20Final.pdf
https://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1675/2022.03.08%20Metamorphosis%2033_6-20%20Taberer%20&%20Laszlo%20Final.pdf
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Published: 20 April 2022 
Title: Unexpected diversity: ten new species of Homadaula Lower, 1899 from Africa and the 

Arabian Peninsula (Galacticoidea: Galacticidae) 
Author: Wolfram Mey 
Abstract: The study of African material of the genus Homadaula obtained from collections of 

European lepidopterists and museum collections yielded the discovery of 10 unknown 
species, which are described herein as: Homadaula aarviki sp. nov., Homadaula 
agassizi sp. nov., Homadaula arabica sp. nov., Homadaula deprinsorum sp. nov., 
Homadaula gabonensis sp. nov., Homadaula larseni sp. nov., Homadaula malawiensis 
sp. nov., Homadaula peregovitsi sp. nov., Homadaula saharaensis sp. nov. and 
Homadaula taraktica sp. nov. Two species was left undescribed because only female 
individuals were available. The male and the female genitalia are illustrated and images 
of the moths are provided. New records of six previously described species are 
presented. 

Content: 13 pages, 7489 words, 33 images 
Link: https://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1679/2022.04.20%20Metamorphosis%2033_21-

33%20Mey%20Homadaula.pdf  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Published: 22 April 2022 
Title: Revision of the A. delicata group of Afriodinia d’Abrera, 2009 (Papilionoidea: 

Riodinidae) with the description of a new species from Mount Lico, Northern 
Mozambique, and the reinstatement of a species 

Authors: Julian L. Bayliss, T. Colin E. Congdon, Ian D. Richardson, Steve C. Collins 
Abstract: This paper describes a new species of Afriodinia from Mount Lico in northern 

Mozambique, and revises the Afriodinia delicata (Lathy, 1901) group, reinstating 
Afriodinia zanzibarica (Collins, 1990) as a result.  The new species from Mount Lico is a 
member of the ‘white-banded’ group of Afriodinia, which are generally found in sub-
montane forest and forest edge. This is also the first record of this genus from 
Mozambique.  Afriodinia delicata has previously been recorded from Mount Mulanje in 
southern Malawi, approximately 200 km away from Mount Lico, however no specimens 
of this genus have been recorded from the mountains in-between despite numerous 
butterfly surveys over the last 15 years. A morphological analysis and dissection of the 
genitalia highlight significant differences between A. delicata, A. zanzibarica, and 
Afriodinia lico sp. nov. The primary character that clearly distinguishes Afriodinia lico sp. 
nov. from all other species is the unique form of the aedeagus. Evidence suggests that 
A. lico sp. nov diverged relatively recently, very approximately between 14k to 135k 
years ago. The new species from Mount Lico was collected on the forest edge at 
1000m over the course of a two-week scientific expedition in May 2018 to survey this 
mountain in northern Mozambique. 

Content: 8 pages, 4918 words, 6 images 
Link: https://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1680/2022.04.22%20Metamorphosis%2033_34-

41%20Bayliss%20et%20al.%20Afriodinia%20Final.pdf  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Published: 25 April 2022 
Title: A new species of Iolaus Hübner, [1819] (Papilionoidea: Lycaenidae: Theclinae) in the 

subgenus Argiolaus Druce, 1891 from Kenya 
Authors: Szabolcs Sáfián & Steve C. Collins 
Abstract: A new species in the genus Iolaus (Papilionoidea, Lycaenidae, Theclinae) is described 

from the Gatamaiyu Forest, Aberdare Mountains, Central Highlands, Kenya. 
Morphologically, I. gatamaiyu sp. n. is similar to I. manasei Libert, 1993, a species of 

https://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1679/2022.04.20%20Metamorphosis%2033_21-33%20Mey%20Homadaula.pdf
https://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1679/2022.04.20%20Metamorphosis%2033_21-33%20Mey%20Homadaula.pdf
https://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1680/2022.04.22%20Metamorphosis%2033_34-41%20Bayliss%20et%20al.%20Afriodinia%20Final.pdf
https://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1680/2022.04.22%20Metamorphosis%2033_34-41%20Bayliss%20et%20al.%20Afriodinia%20Final.pdf
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submontane forests of the Cameroon Highlands, which has very different male 
genitalia. The male genitalia of the new species are similar to those of I. crawshayi 
crawshayi Butler, 1897, I. crawshayi littoralis Stempffer & Bennett, 1958 and particularly 
to those of I. crawshayi maureli Dufrane, 1954.  All these subspecies of I. crawshayi, 
however, are morphologically and ecologically distinct. The subgeneric placement of I. 
manasei is also briefly discussed. 

Content: 6 pages, 3428 words, 7 images 
Link: https://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1683/2022.04.25%20Metamorphosis%2033_42-

47%20Safian%20&%20Collins%20Iolaus%20final.pdf  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PUBLISHED NOTES 
 
Published: 10 March 2022 
Title: Charaxes (Euxanthe) crossleyi ansorgei (Rothschild, 1903) (Nymphalidae: Charaxinae): 

a junior secondary homonym in need of a replacement name 
Author: Thomas Desloges 
Content: 1 page, 598 words, no images 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PEER REVIEW IN PROGRESS 
 
Submitted: 14 March 2022 
Title: A contribution to the knowledge of the butterfly fauna of Maputo Special Reserve, 

Mozambique from African Natural History Research Trust expeditions (Lepidoptera: 
Papilionoidea) 

Authors: William R. C. Miles, Lauren E. Morgan, Lydia R. J. Mulvaney & Alvaro A. Vetina 
Content: 25 pages, 9797 words, 7 images 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Submitted: 18 March 2022 
Title: A taxonomic review of the myrmecophilous South African butterfly genus Chrysoritis 

Butler (Lycaenidae: Aphnaeinae) with accounts of larval ecology. 
Authors: Alan Heath, Swee Peck Quek, & Ernest L. Pringle 
Content: 78 pages, 32554 words, 87 images 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Submitted: 14 April 2022 
Title: First records of two Tineidae species from St Helena Island (Tineoidea: Tineidae) 
Author: Timm Karisch 
Content: 4 pages, 2018 words, 9 images 

  

https://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1683/2022.04.25%20Metamorphosis%2033_42-47%20Safian%20&%20Collins%20Iolaus%20final.pdf
https://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1683/2022.04.25%20Metamorphosis%2033_42-47%20Safian%20&%20Collins%20Iolaus%20final.pdf
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Taxonomic changes to Afrotropical Hesperiidae (Skippers) 
(Mark Williams) 
 
Nick Grishin and his co-workers at the University of Texas are doing piecemeal genomic research 
on the worldwide Skipper fauna. They have made the following taxonomic changes for the 
Afrotropical fauna in their latest publication [Zhang J, Cong Q, Shen J, Grishin NV. 2022. 
Taxonomic changes suggested by the genomic analysis of Hesperiidae (Lepidoptera). Insecta 
Mundi 0921: 1–135.] 
 
1. (page 25). The Afrotropical members of the genus Tagiades are placed in the resurrected 
subgenus Pterygospidea Wallengren, 1857. (the Indomalayan and Australasian members are in 
the nominate subgenus or in subgenus Daimio). 
 
2. (page 26). The genus Triskelionia is transferred from the tribe Celaenorrhinini to the tribe 
Tagiadini. 
 
3. (page 27). The genus Kobelana is transferred from the tribe Tagiadini to the tribe 
Celaenorrhinini. 
 
4. (page 27). The genus Leucochitonea is a synonym of Abantis. The genus Caprona is a 
subgenus of Abantis and the genera Sapaea Plötz, 1879 and Netrobalane are synonyms of the 
genus Caprona. This leads to the following new combinations (alphabetical):  
 

Abantis (Abantis) amneris Rebel & Rogenhofer, 1894 [was Leucochitonea amneris] 
Abantis (Abantis) hindei (Druce, 1903) [was Leucochitonea hindei] 
Abantis (Abantis) levubu (Wallengren, 1857) [was Leucochitonea levubu] 
Abantis (Abantis) tettensis Hopffer, 1855 [was Abantis tettensis] 
Abantis (Caprona) adelica (Karsch, 1892) [was Caprona adelica] 
Abantis (Caprona) arctomarginata Lathy, 1901 [was Abantis arctomarginata] 
Abantis (Caprona) bamptoni Collins & Larsen, 1994 [was Abantis bamptoni] 
Abantis (Caprona) bergeri Mendes & Bivar de Sousa, 2009 [was Abantis bergeri] 
Abantis (Caprona) bicolor (Trimen, 1864) [was Abantis bicolor] 
Abantis (Caprona) bismarcki Karsch, 1892 [was Abantis bismarcki] 
Abantis (Caprona) canopus (Trimen, 1864) [was Netrobalane canopus] 
Abantis (Caprona) cassualalla (Bethune-Baker, 1911) [was Caprona cassualalla] 
Abantis (Caprona) contigua Evans, 1937 [was Abantis contigua] 
Abantis (Caprona) efulensis Holland, 1896 [was Abantis efulensis] 
Abantis (Caprona) elegantula (Mabille, 1890) [was Abantis elegantula] 
Abantis (Caprona) eltringhami Jordan, 1932 [was Abantis eltringhami] 
Abantis (Caprona) fabiana Belcastro, 2016 [was Abantis fabiana] 
Abantis (Caprona) iruma Evans, 1951 [was Abantis irumu] 
Abantis (Caprona) ituri Larsen & Collins, 2014 [was Abantis ituri] 
Abantis (Caprona) ja ja Druce, 1909 [was Abantis ja ja] 
Abantis (Caprona) ja usheri Collins & Larsen, 2008 [was Abantis ja usheri] 
Abantis (Caprona) leucogaster leucogaster (Mabille, 1890) [was Abantis leucogaster 
leucogaster] 
Abantis (Caprona) leucogaster rotundala Larsen & Collins, 2014 [was Abantis leucogaster 
rotundala] 
Abantis (Caprona) lucretia lucretia Druce, 1909 [was Abantis lucretia lucretia] 
Abantis (Caprona) lucretia etoumbiensis Miller, 1971 [was Abantis lucretia etoumbiensis] 
Abantis (Caprona) lucretia lofu Neave, 1910 [was Abantis lucretia lofu] 
Abantis (Caprona) meneliki Berger, 1979 [was Abantis memeliki] 
Abantis (Caprona) meru Evans, 1947 [was Abantis meru] 
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Abantis (Caprona) nigeriana nigeriana Butler, 1901 [was Abantis nigeriana nigeriana] 
Abantis (Caprona) nigeriana rougeoti Berger, 1960 [was Abantis nigeriana rougeoti] 
Abantis (Caprona) paradisea (Butler, 1870) [was Abantis paradisea] 
Abantis (Caprona) pillaana (Wallengren, 1857) [was Caprona pillaana] 
Abantis (Caprona) pseudonigeriana Usher, 1984 [was Abantis pseudonigeriana] 
Abantis (Caprona) rubra Holland, 1920 [was Abantis rubra] 
Abantis (Caprona) tanobia Collins & Larsen, 2005 [was Abantis tanobia] 
Abantis (Caprona) torbeni Belcastro & Oremans, 2016 [was Abantis torbeni] 
Abantis (Caprona) venosa Trimen, 1889 [was Abantis venosa] 
Abantis (Caprona) vidua Weymer, 1901 [was Abantis vidua] 
Abantis (Caprona) zambesiaca (Westwood, 1874) [was Abantis zambesiaca] 

 
5. (page 35). The genera Prosopalpus and Lepella are placed in the tribe Aeromachini (previously 
Hesperiini incertae sedis). 
 
6. (page 40). They erected a new genus Lennia Grishin, 2022 (type species Leona lena) to include 
four species previously in the genus Leona to it, namely Leona lena, L. binovatus, L. lota and L. 
maracanda. This genus is in the tribe Astictopterini. 
 
7. (page 40). The genus Ankola is a synonym of Pardaleodes. The only species in the genus, 
Ankola fan, thus becomes Pardaleodes fan. 
 
8. (page 41). They erected a new genus Trida Grishin, 2022 (type species Cyclopides barberae) to 
include two species previously in the genus Kedestes, namely Kedestes barberae and K. sarahae. 
This genus is in the tribe Astictopterini and is sister to a clade consisting of the genera Nervia and 
Tsitana. 
 
9. (page 41). New combinations: 
 
Hypoleucis sophia becomes Caenides sophia (Evans, 1937). 
Caenides dacena becomes Hypoleucis dacena (Hewitson, 1876). 
Astictopterus tura becomes Dotta tura (Evans, 1951). 
Kedestes wallengrenii becomes Nervia wallengrenii (Trimen, 1883). 
 

 

 
 

 
  

White-cloaked Paradise Skipper 
(Abantis levubu) 

Loding, Mpumalanga 
Jeremy Dobson 

Freckled Ranger 
(Trida barbarae barbarae) 
Suikerbosrand, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson 

Striped Ranger 
(Nervia wallengreni) 

Bapsfontein, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson 



8 
 

Liptena 
 
Michel Libert has sorted out the Liptena praestans complex.  
 
Liptena praestans is an entirely West African butterfly, with the nominate species found in Sierra 
Leone and Liptena praestans bia (formerly a full species) recorded from Ivory Coast. 
 
L. congoensis and L. kamitugensis are removed from synonymy with praestans. The other species 
in the praestans complex are L. rochei and L. hulstaerti. 

 
Other revisions 
 

Precis larseni Mendes et al, 2018 sp. nov. 
Bebearia guineensis inexpectata Mendes et al, 2021 ssp. nov. 
Bebearia cocalia ngolae Mendes et al, 2021 ssp. nov. 
Bebearia paludicola merionalis Mendes et al, 2021 ssp. nov. 
Bebearia orientis guerreiroi Mendes et al, 2021 ssp. nov. 
Bebearia sophus angolensis Mendes et al, 2021 ssp. nov. 
Sevenia amulia principensis Mendes & Bivar de Sousa, 2018 ssp. nov. 

 
The relevant papers may be viewed via the following links:  
 

Sevenia 
Precis 
Bebearia 

 
Saturniidae paper 
 
A team of researchers, including LepSoc Africa’s Andrew Morton, Rolf Oberprieler and Barbara 
van Asch have published a paper titled Mitogenomics and phylogenetics of twelve species of 
African Saturniidae (Lepidoptera). 

 
The African Saturniidae contain numerous species whose larvae are an important food source 
throughout the continent. In addition, there may be untapped potential for silk-production with 
species such as Argema mimosae and Epiphora bauhiniae. 
 
Genetic data about the moths’ diversity, phylogeography and phylogenetic relationships is 
however severely lacking. To bridge this gap, the team sequenced the mitochondrial genomes of 
12 species found in southern Africa. 
 
The paper supports the monophyly of the tribes Saturniini, Attacini, Bunaeini and Micragonini and 
the sister relationship between Saturniini and Attacini. In addition, the paper proposes the 
placement of Eochroa trimenii and Rhodinia fugax in the tribes Eochroini and Attacini respectively. 
 
The paper may be viewed via the link below: 
 

African Saturniidae   

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ugrdiy29di2c82x/Mendes%20et%20al%202018%20-%20New%20ssp.%20of%20Sevenia%20amulia%20from%20Sao%20Tome.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/iz360ojnvnes5lb/Mendes%20et%20al%202018%20-%20Precis%20larseni%20sp.%20nov_.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/iz360ojnvnes5lb/Mendes%20et%20al%202018%20-%20Precis%20larseni%20sp.%20nov_.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ns076m71i6jn4qj/Saturniidae.pdf?dl=0
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Taxonomic changes to Junonia, Precis, Protogoniomorpha and  
Salamis 
 
A team of researchers, including LepSoc Africa’a Tomasz Pyrcz, Steve Collins and Szabolcs 
Sáfián Have published a paper titled “Alpha-taxonomy and phylogeny of African Junoniini 
butterflies based on morphological data, with an emphasis on genitalia, and COI barcode 
(Lepidoptera: Nymphalidae)”. Mark Williams has summarized the taxonomic implications of the 
paper, which was published in Zootaxa. 
 
Junonia terea elgiva is raised to Junonia elgiva. 
Protogoniomorpha anacardii nebulosa is raised to Protogoniomorpha nebulosa. 
Protogoniomorpha temora is recombined as Junonia temora. 
Protogoniomorpha cytora is recombined as Junonia cytora. 
Precis rauana silvicola is raised to Precis silvicola. 
Salamis cacta amaniensis is raised to Salamis amaniensis. 
Salamis humbloti is sunk to Salamis amaniensis humbloti. 

 

 
UPL - Latest 
 
As reported previously, Steve Woodhall is following up on the UPL (United Phosphorus Limited) 
chemical spillage in Ballito, on behalf of LepSoc Africa. 
 
A group called the Multi-Stakeholder Forum (MSF) has been established to try and uncover the 
truth behind this possible environmental catastrophe. A copy of their “Comments” is attached 
below, along with some correspondence related to this matter. 
 

MSF Comments 
 
UPL 1 
UPL 2  
UPL 3  

Protogoniomorpha nebulosa 
Inhamitanga, Mozambique 

Jeremy Dobson 

Junonia elgiva 
Lekgalameetse, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

Junonia temora 
Kakamega, Kenya 

Jeremy Dobson 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/pbpnudftogkxlul/MSF%20COMMENTS%20ON%20PROPOSAL%20TO%20DISCHARGE%20UPL%20WASTEWATER%20TO%20THE%20ESTUARY%2021%20APRIL%202022.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/k58nftk8lj04i3b/UPL%20-%201.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/yu0o2lkqcb044rq/UPL%20-%202.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/9l5qe2c7rneppyo/UPL%20-%203.pdf?dl=0
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Biogeography of Kivu and Ituri (Dominique Bernard) 
 
In March’s newsletter we reviewed the taxonomic implications of 
Dominique Bernard’s Acraeinae Research No. 1. This booklet is available 
from Pemberley books for £8.50. 
 
A further book “Biogeography of Kivu and Ituri (Republique Democratique 
du Congo). Acraeinae (Lepidoptera, Nymphalidae)” has been produced by 
Dominique and co-authors Robert Ducarme and John Douglass and is 
available from Pemberley at £59.95. 
 
Mark Williams has extracted the taxonomic changes made in the book as 
follows: 
 

Telchinia alberta (Eltringham, 1911) (removed from synonymy with 
T. cinerea). 
Acraea asboloplintha rubescens Trimen, 1909 (removed from synonymy with A. 
asboloplintha). 
Acraea melina (Thurau, 1903) (raised from A. epaea melina). 
Acraea kivuana (Jordan, 1910) (raised from A. parageum kivuana). 
Acraea parageum homochroa (moved from A. epaea homochroa). 
Acraea parageum insulana (moved from A. epaea insulana). 
Acraea epaea lutosa is synonymized with A. parageum parageum. 
Acraea macaria macaroides (moved from A. umbra macaroides). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Trichophiala devylderi (Mario Raviglione) 
 
Described from Namibia, Trichophiala devylderi Aurivillius, 1879 is a species for which little is 
known. Building upon recent observations in the field, investigations in various museums that 
preserve specimens, and a review of the literature, we describe for the first time the habitat, the 
known distribution, the morphology of both sexes including the presence of two phenotypes, and 
the genitalia of both male and female. We also provide genetic information from several 
specimens that reveal little variation in the standard DNA barcode. Finally, we designate a 
lectotype among the three specimens preserved at the Naturhistoriska Riksmuseet, Stockholm, 
Sweden. 
 

Trichophiala devylderi   

Black-winged Acraea 
Acraea asboloplintha 

Kakamega, Kenya 
Jeremy Dobson 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/s7bkqoqvedirqis/Trichophiala%20devylderi.pdf?dl=0
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Wildflowers of the Waterberg (Warwick Tarboton) 
 
LepSoc Africa members Warwick and Michèle Tarboton have co-
authored Wildflowers of the Waterberg. 

 
The book received a glowing review in December’s Veld & Flora and 
includes photos of a couple of butterflies that Warwick photographed 
(and Mark Williams identified) during a butterfly-trip to Bateleur. 
 
Lavishly illustrated with over 2000 photographs and more than a 
hundred line-drawings, Wildflowers of the Waterberg describes and 
illustrates 661 species of wildflowers that occur in this 
topographically diverse region in northern South Africa.  
 
If you’d like a copy of the book, please contact Warwick at 
warwick@warwicktarboton.co.za  
 
You can view a sample via the link below: 
 

Wildflowers of the Waterberg 

 
Bateleur 
 
Wouter Schreuders noted, in March, that this summer’s rainfall at Bateleur, western Waterberg, 
had broken through the 700 mm barrier. This makes this the wettest season in the last 10 years 
and one of the wettest in the previous 20 years. 
 
Hopefully this will have a positive impact on Waterberg Acraea Copper (Erikssonia edgei), which 
hasn’t been seen for four years. 
 

Messengers of the Gods 
 
Mark Williams posted this video on the Highveld WhatsApp Group. It contains some fascinating 
information about lepidoptera and some extraordinary images.  
 

Messengers of the Gods 

 
British butterfly conservation 
 
Chris Hines posted this article regarding some recent successes with British butterfly conservation 
initiatives. 
 

British butterfly conservation  

file:///C:/Users/user/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/warwick@warwicktarboton.co.za
https://www.dropbox.com/s/2v8nj0j9idktx3y/wildflower%20book%20sample.pdf?dl=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=COtpTt-ICwk
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/mar/30/britains-butterflies-conservation-species-2021?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Other
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Butterflies and Moths of Kiranyi Village in the Arusha Region of 
Tanzania (Virginia King) 
 

From 2013 to 2017, Simon King photographed the 
butterflies and moths in his garden in Kiranyi Village in 
Tanzania.  
 
Simon was a keen photographer. He loved nature. 
Assisted by his wife, Rosemary Shirima, he combined his 
love of the natural world and photography to produce this 
book of over 300 pages. 

  

This book was originally planned to be an annotated 
guide but because Simon died before he could bring it to 
fruition, it is now a collection of his photographs with 
scientific identification and some notes. He took many thousands of photographs of butterflies and 
moths in his garden in Kiranyi Village, Sakina but not all of them are reproduced in this book.  
 
The book is a celebration of his love for photography and his fascination and unflagging interest in 

the natural world and will be of interest to professionals and enthusiasts and lovers of the natural 

world.  

 

If you are interested in obtaining a copy of this book, a limited number are available in hardback and 

it is being printed in paperback. Please send an email to Virginia King at vking@dodo.com.au 

 

Hardback edition: $US79 

Paperback edition: $US43 

Postage from Australia: $US49 

 
Zululand Revisited (Mark Liptrot) 
 
Mark Liptrot joined Kingdom Birding and Dave Rimmer for a birding and butterfly Easter break in 
Zululand. Mark’s trip report can be viewed via the link below: 
 

Zululand Revisited 

 
Eastern Cape Trip (Mark Liptrot) 
 
Mark visited the Coffee Bay area of the Eastern Cape in March and produced the following report: 
 

Eastern Cape Trip   

mailto:vking@dodo.com.au
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qwvpkd5we3t30or/Zululand%20Revisited%20April%202022.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/mf2izaez77nhgnn/Eastern%20Cape%20trip%2021-24%20March%202022.pdf?dl=0
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Butterflies of Botswana (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
The initial print-run of Torben Larsen’s The Butterflies of Botswana and 
their Natural History by Steve Collins, Jeremy Dobson and Mark 
Williams has sold out. 
 
Our printer, LepSoc Africa’s Andrew Mayer of Global Print has printed a 
second batch of 50 soft-cover and 50 hard-cover books. The price has 
increased slightly to R 650 and R 950 respectively; please contact me at 
jchdobson@gmail.com should you wish to buy a copy of this book. 

 
Grasses of East Africa (Dino Martins) 
 
Dino Martins, a sponsor member of LepSoc Africa, has published Grasses of East Africa. 
 
The book describes 100 species of common, ecologically important or remarkable grasses found 
in Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi. 
  
Grasses comprise one of the largest plant families on Earth 
but are possibly the most overlooked. Yet it is these ubiquitous 
and important plants that have the greatest impact on our daily 
lives – providing a wide range of staple foods for humans 
globally, a fundamental source of grazing for livestock, and 
food and shelter for an infinite variety of wildlife. 
  
This book includes: 
• Clearly laid out and easy-to-use species descriptions 
• Beautiful line and watercolour illustrations with labels 
highlighting notable features 
• Full-colour photographs 
• A concise introduction covering the economic significance of 
grasses, their ecology, habitats and conservation. 
 
You can find Dino’s book in South Africa at selected 
bookstores and online at the Struik Nature shop: 
https://bit.ly/3oS29Qw or via the Penguin Random House 
website: https://bit.ly/3GUibiU 
 
It is on sale in South Africa for R 280. 
  

mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/3oS29Qw
https://bit.ly/3GUibiU
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CHECKLIST OF SOUTHERN AFRICAN BUTTERFLY TAXA 
April 2022 

 
 

Mark Williams has prepared a comprehensive checklist of Southern African butterflies; there have 
been numerous changes since Pennington’s Butterflies of Southern Africa was published in 1994. 
 
875 species (*), 188 subspecies [1063 taxa in total]. 
 
253 Endemic species (29% of total): 222 (South Africa - yellow), 21 (Zimbabwe - green), 7 
(Namibia - red), 2 (southern Mozambique - blue), 1 (Lesotho - grey), 0 (Botswana), 0 (Swaziland).  
 
TAXONOMIC LIST 
 
PAPILIONIDAE [16 species] 
 
*Graphium angolanus angolanus (Goeze, 1779) - MZBNSSw 
*Graphium antheus (Cramer, 1779) - MZBNSSw 
*Graphium colonna (Ward, 1873) - MZSSw 
*Graphium junodi - MZ 
*Graphium leonidas leonidas (Fabricius, 1793) - MZBSSw 
*Graphium morania (Angas, 1849) - MZBSSw 
*Graphium policenes policenes (Cramer, 1775) - MZSSw 
*Graphium polistratus - M 
*Graphium porthaon porthaon (Hewitson, 1865) - MZBNSSw 
*Papilio constantinus constantinus Ward, 1871 – MZBSSw 
Papilio constantinus mweruana - Z 
*Papilio dardanus cenea Stoll, 1790 - MZBSSw 
*Papilio demodocus demodocus Esper, [1798] - MZBNSSwL 
*Papilio echerioides echerioides Trimen, 1868 – SSw 
Papilio echerioides chirindanus - MZ 
*Papilio euphranor Trimen, 1868 - SSw 
*Papilio nireus lyaeus Linneaus, 1758 - MZBNSSw 
*Papilio ophidicephalus ayresi van Son, 1939 – SSw 
Papilio ophidicephalus chirinda - MZ 
Papilio ophidicephalus entabeni van Son, 1939 - S 
Papilio ophidicephalus phalusco Suffert, 1904 - S 
Papilio ophidicephalus transvaalensis van Son, 1939 - S 
Papilio ophidicephalus zuluensis van Son, 1939 - S
  
 
HESPERIIDAE [133 species] 
 
Coeliadinae [7 species] 
 
*Coeliades anchises anchises (Gerstaecker, 1871) - MZS 
*Coeliades forestan forestan (Stoll, [1782]) - MZBNSSwL 
*Coeliades keithloa (Wallengren, 1857) - SSw 
*Coeliades libeon (Druce, 1875) - MZBNSSw 
*Coeliades lorenzo Evans, 1947 - MSSw 
*Coeliades pisistratus (Fabricius, 1793) – MZBNSSwL 
*Coeliades sejuncta - Z 
 
Tagiadinae [33 species] 
 
*Abantis bamptoni Collins & Larsen,1994 - MZ 
*Abantis bicolor (Trimen, 1864) - S 
*Abantis canopus (Trimen, 1864) - MZSSw 
*Abantis cassualalla (Bethune-Baker, 1911) - N 
*Abantis levubu (Wallengren, 1857) - MZBNSSw 
*Abantis paradisea (Butler, 1870) - MZBNSSw 
*Abantis pillaana (Wallengren, 1857) - MZBSSw 
*Abantis tettensis Hopffer, 1855 - MZBNSSw 
*Abantis venosa Trimen, 1889 - MZSSw 
*Abantis zambesiaca (Westwood, 1874) - MZN 
*Alenia namaqua Vári, 1974 - NS 
*Alenia sandaster (Trimen, 1868) - S 

*Apallaga alluaudi (Mabille & Boullet, 1916) - MZ 
*Apallaga biseriata maculata (Hampson, 1891) - MZ 
*Apallaga mokeezi mokeezi (Wallengren, 1857) - S 
Apallaga mokeezi separata (Strand, 1911) - MSSw 
*Bettonula bettoni bettoni (Butler, 1902) - MZ 
*Calleagris jamesoni jamesoni (Sharpe, 1890) - MZB 
*Eagris nottoana nottoana (Wallengren, 1857) - MZSSw 
Eagris nottoana knysna Evans, 1947 - S 
*Eretis djaelaelae (Wallengren, 1857) - MZSSw 
*Eretis melania (Mabille, 1891) – MZN 
*Eretis umbra umbra (Trimen, 1862) - SSw 
Eretis umbra nox (Trimen, 1862) - MZ 
*Kobelana kobela (Trimen, 1864) - S 
*Kobelana krooni Vári, 1974 - S 
*Sarangesa astrigera (Butler, 1894) - Z 
*Sarangesa gaerdesi gaerdesi Evans, 1949 - N 
Sarangesa gaerdesi smithae Vari, 1976 - N 
*Sarangesa loelius (Mabillle, 1877) - Z 
*Sarangesa lucidella lucidella (Mabillle, 1891) - MZB 
*Sarangesa maculata (Mabille, 1891) - Z 
*Sarangesa motozi (Wallengren, 1857) - MZBSSw 
*Sarangesa phidyle (Walker, 1870) - MZBNSSw 
*Sarangesa ruona Evans, 1937 - MZS 
*Sarangesa seineri seineri Strand, 1909 - MZBNS 
Sarangesa seineri durbana Evans, 1937 - SSw 
*Tagiades flesus (Fabricius, 1781) - MZBSSw 
 
Pyrginae [15 species] 
 
*Agyllia agylla agylla (Trimen, 1889) - BSL 
Agyllia agylla bamptoni Vári, 1976 - S 
*Agyllia asterodia (Trimen, 1864) - MZSSwL 
*Ernsta colotes transvaaliae (Trimen, 1889) - MZBNSSw 
*Ernsta confusa confusa (Higgins, 1924) - MZSSw 
*Ernsta delagoae (Trimen, 1898) - MZBNSSw 
*Ernsta depauperata australis de Jong, 1978 - MZBNSSw 
*Ernsta dromus (Plötz, 1884) - MZSSw 
*Ernsta nanus (Trimen, 1889) - NS 
*Ernsta paula (Higgins, 1924) - ZBS 
*Ernsta sataspes (Trimen, 1864) - S 
*Ernsta secessus (Trimen, 1891) - ZNSSw 
*Gomalia elma (Trimen, 1862) - MZBNSSwL 
*Spialia ferax (Wallengren, 1863) - MZBNSSwL 
*Spialia mafa mafa (Trimen, 1870) - MZBNSSwL 
*Spialia spio (Linnaeus, 1764) - MZBNSSwL 
 
Heteropterinae [7 species] 
 
*Metisella aegipan aegipan (Trimen, 1868) - SL 
Metisella aegipan inyanga Evans, 1956 - MZ 
*Metisella malgacha malgacha (Boisduval, 1833) - SL 
Metisella malgacha orina Vári, 1976 - SL 
*Metisella meninx (Trimen, 1873) - S 
*Metisella metis metis (Linnaeus, 1764) - S 
Metisella metis paris Evans, 1937 - MZSSw 
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*Metisella orientalis orientalis (Aurivillius, [1925]) - MZ 
*Metisella syrinx (Trimen, 1868) - SL 
*Willema willemi (Wallengren, 1857) - MZBNS 
 
Hesperiinae [71 species] 
 
*Acada biseriata (Mabille, 1893) - MZBS 
*Acleros mackenii mackenii (Trimen, 1868) – MZBSSw 
*Acleros ploetzi Mabille, 1889 - MZ 
*Afrogegenes hottentota (Latreille, [1824]) - MZBSSw 
*Afrogegenes letterstedti (Wallengren, 1857) – MZBNSSwL 
*Afrogegenes ocra (Evans, 1937) - MS 
*Ampittia capenas capenas (Hewitson, [1868]) - MZ 
*Andronymus caesar philander (Hopffer, 1855) - MZS 
*Andronymus neander neander (Plötz, 1884) - MZBNSSw 
*Artitropa erinnys erinnys (Trimen, 1862) – MSSw 
*Artitropa reducta Riley, 1925 - MZ 
*Astictopterus inornatus (Trimen, 1864) - S 
*Borbo borbonica borbonica (Boisduval, 1833) – MZBNSSw 
*Borbo chagwa (Evans, 1937) - MZ 
*Borbo detecta (Trimen, 1893) - MZSSw 
*Borbo fallax (Gaede, 1916) – MZBNSSw 
*Borbo fanta (Evans, 1937) - MZ 
*Borbo fatuellus fatuellus (Hopffer, 1855) - MZBNSSw 
*Borbo ferruginea dondo Evans, 1956 - MS 
*Borbo lugens (Hopffer, 1855) - MZS 
*Borbo micans (Holland, 1896) - MZBS 
*Chondrolepis niveicornis (Plotz, 1882) – MZ 
*Dotta callicles (Hewitson, 1868) - MZBNSSw 
*Dotta stellata mineni (Trimen, 1894) - MZ 
*Fresna nyassae (Hewitson, 1878) - MZSSw 
*Gegenes pumilio gambica (Mabille, 1878) - MZBNSSw 
*Gorgyra johnstoni (Butler, 1894) - MZ 
*Herila herilus (Hopffer, 1855) - MZ 
*Kedestes lema linka Evans, 1956 - Z 
*Kedestes lenis lenis Riley, 1932 - S 
Kedestes lenis alba Henning, et al 1997 - S 
*Kedestes lepenula (Wallengren, 1857) - MBNS 
*Kedestes macomo (Trimen, 1862) – MZSSw 
*Kedestes marshalli Aurivillius, [1925] - Z 
*Kedestes niveostriga niveostriga (Trimen, 1864) - SL 
Kedestes niveostriga schloszi Pringle & Schlosz, 1997 - S 
*Kedestes sublineata - N 
*Moltena fiara (Butler, 1870) - MS 
*Nervia chaca (Trimen, 1873) – S 
*Nervia michaeli (Gardiner & Hancock, 1982) - Z 
*Nervia mohozutza (Wallengren, 1857) – MZSSw 
*Nervia monostichus (Hancock & Gardiner, 1982) - ZN 
*Nervia nerva nerva (Fabricius, 1793) - S 
*Nervia wallengrenii wallengrenii (Trimen, 1883) - MZSSw 
*Parnara monasi (Trimen, 1889) - MZBSSw 
*Parosmodes morantii morantii (Trimen, 1873) - MZBSSw 
*Pelopidas mathias mathias (Fabricius, 1798) - MZBNSSw 
*Pelopidas thrax (Hübner, 1821) - MZBNSSw 
*Platylesches affinissima Strand, 1921 - MZ 
*Platylesches ayresii (Trimen, 1889) - MBSSw 
*Platylesches dolomitica Henning & Henning, 1997 - S 
*Platylesches galesa (Hewitson, 1877) – MZS 
*Platylesches langa Evans, 1937 - Z 
*Platylesches moritili (Wallengren, 1857) - MZSSw 
*Platylesches neba (Hewitson, 1877) - MZNSSw 
*Platylesches picanini (Holland, 1894) - MZS 
*Platylesches robustus robustus Neave, 1910 – MZSSw 
*Platylesches shona Evans, 1937 - MZN 
Platylesches sp. nov. (Legalameetse) - S 
*Platylesches tina Evans, 1937 - ZNS 
*Semalea arela (Mabille, 1891) – MZ 
*Semalea pulvina (Plotz, 1879) - MZ 
*Teniorhinus harona (Westwood, 1881) - MZBS 
*Torbenlarsenia gemella (Mabille, 1884) - MZBNSSw 
*Torbenlarsenia holtzi (Plötz, 1883) - MZSSw 
*Trida barberae barberae (Trimen, 1873) - MZSSwL 

Trida barberae bonsa (Evans, 1956) - S 
Trida barberae bunta (Evans, 1956) - S 
*Trida sarahae (Henning & Henning, 1998) - S 
*Tsitana dicksoni Evans, 1956 - S 
*Tsitana tsita (Trimen, 1870) - MZSSwL 
*Tsitana tulbagha tulbagha Evans, 1937 - S 
Tsitana tulbagha kaplani Dickson, 1976 - S 
*Tsitana uitenhaga Evans, 1937 – S 
*Xanthodisca vibius (Hewitson, 1878) - Z 
*Zenonia zeno (Trimen,1864) - MZSSw 
*Zophopetes dysmephila (Trimen, 1868) - MZBNSSw 
 
PIERIDAE [56 species] 
 
Coliadinae [7 species] 
 
*Catopsilia florella Fabricius, 1775) - MZBNSSwL 
*Colias electo electo (Linnaeus, 1763) - MZBNSSwL 
*Terias brigitta brigitta (Stoll, 1780) - MZBNSSwL 
* Terias desjardinsii regularis (Butler, 1876) - MZSSw 
* Terias floricola floricola (Boisduval, 1833) – MSSw 
*Terias hapale Mabille, 1882 - ZB 
* Terias hecabe solifera (Butler, 1875) - MZBNSSwL 
 
Pierinae [49 species] 
 
*Afrodryas leda (Boisduval, 1847) - MZBNSSw 
*Appias epaphia contracta (Butler, 1888) - MZBSSw 
*Appias sabina phoebe (Butler, 1901) – MZSSw 
*Appias sylvia nyasana (Butler, 1897) - N 
*Belenois aurota (Fabricius, 1793) - MZBNSSwL 
*Belenois creona severina (Stoll, 1781) - MZBNSSw 
*Belenois gidica abyssinica (Lucas, 1852) - MZBNSSw 
*Belenois thysa thysa (Hopffer, 1855) - MZSSw 
*Belenois zochalia zochalia (Boisduval, 1836) - MZNSSw 
*Colotis annae annae (Wallengren, 1857) – MZBNSSw 
Colotis annae walkeri (Butler, 1884) - N 
*Colotis antevippe gavisa (Wallengren, 1857) - MZBNSSw 
*Colotis auxo auxo (Lucas, 1852) – MZSSw 
Colotis auxo dissociates (Butler, 1897) - ZB 
*Colotis calais calais (Cramer, 1775) – MZBNSSw 
Colotis calais williami Henning & Henning, 1994 - N 
*Colotis celimene amina (Hewitson, 1866) - MZBSSw 
Colotis celimene pholoe (Wallengren, 1860) - BNS 
*Colotis doubledayi (Hopffer, 1862) - NS 
*Colotis erone (Angas, 1849) - S 
*Colotis euippe omphale (Godart, 1819) - MZBNSSwL 
Colotis euippe mediata – Z 
*Colotis eunoma eunoma (Hopffer, 1855) - M 
*Colotis evagore antigone (Boisduval, 1836) - MZBNSSw 
*Colotis evenina evenina (Wallengren, 1857) – MZBNSSwL 
Colotis evenina casta (Gerstaecker, 1871) - Z 
*Colotis ione (Godart, 1819) - MZBNSSw 
*Colotis lais (Butler, 1876) - BNS 
*Colotis pallene (Hopffer, 1855) - MZBNSSw 
*Colotis regina (Trimen, 1863) - MZBNSSw 
*Colotis vesta argillaceus (Butler, 1877) – MZBSSw 
Colotis vesta mutans (Butler, 1877) - ZBN 
*Dixeia charina charina (Boisduval, 1836) - MSSw 
*Dixeia doxo parva Talbot, 1943 - MZS 
*Dixeia leucophanes Vári, 1976 - MZS 
*Dixeia pigea (Boisduval, 1836) - MZSSw 
*Dixeia spilleri (Spiller, 1884) - MZBSSw 
*Eronia cleodora Hübner, 1823 - MZBSSw 
*Leptosia alcesta inalcesta Bernardi, 1959 – MZSSw 
*Leptosia nupta pseudonupta Bernardi, 1959 - ?Z 
*Mylothris agathina agathina (Cramer, 1779) - MZBNSSw 
*Mylothris albissima umtaliana van Son, 1949 – MZ 
*Mylothris bernice rubricosta (Mabille, 1890) - ZB 
*Mylothris carcassoni van Son, 1948 - Z 
*Mylothris rueppellii haemus (Trimen, 1879) - MZBSSw 
*Mylothris trimenia (Butler, 1869) – S 
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*Mylothris yulei selinda Warren-Gash, 2020 - MZ 
*Nepheronia argia varia (Trimen, 1864) - S 
Nepheronia argia mhondana (Suffert, 1904) - MZ 
Nepheronia argia variegata Henning, 1994 - MSSw 
*Nepheronia buquetii buquetii (Boisduval, 1836) - MZBNSSw 
*Nepheronia thalassina sinalata (Suffert, 1904) - MZBNSSw 
*Pieris brassicae (Linnaeus, 1758) - SN 
*Pinacopteryx eriphia eriphia (Godart, [1819]) - MZBNSSw 
*Pontia helice helice (Linnaeus, 1764) - MZBNSSwL 
*Teracolus agoye agoye (Wallengren, 1857) - MZBNS 
Teracolus agoye bowkeri (Trimen, 1883) - BNS 
*Teracolus eris eris (Klug, 1829) - MZBNSSw 
*Teracolus subfasciatus (Swainson, 1833) - MZBNSSw 
 
LYCAENIDAE [408 species] 
 
Miletinae [38 species] 
 
*Aslauga atrophifurca Cottrell, 1981 - Z 
*Aslauga australis Cottrell, 1981 - S 
*Aslauga marshalli marshalli Butler, 1899 - MZ 
*Lachnocnema bibulus (Fabricius, 1793) – MZBNSSw 
*Lachnocnema brimoides Libert, 1996 - Z 
*Lachnocnema durbani Trimen, 1887 - MZBNSSw 
*Lachnocnema laches (Fabricius, 1793) – SSw 
*Lachnocnema pseudobibulus Libert, 1996 - Z 
*Lachnocnema regularis regularis Libert, 1996 – S 
*Spalgis lemolea lemolea Druce, 1890 - Z 
*Thestor barbatus Henning & Henning, 1997 - S 
*Thestor basuta basuta (Wallengren, 1857) - ZSSwL 
Thestor basuta capeneri Dickson, 1972 - BS 
*Thestor brachycera brachycera (Trimen, 1883) - S 
Thestor brachycera dukei van Son, 1951 - S 
*Thestor braunsi van Son, 1941 - S 
*Thestor calviniae Riley, 1954 - S 
*Thestor camdeboo Dickson & Wykeham, 1994 - S 
*Thestor claassensi Heath & Pringle, 2004 - S 
*Thestor coetzeri Pringle & Heath, 2019 - S 
*Thestor compassbergae  
     Quickelberge & McMaster, 1970 - S 
*Thestor dicksoni dicksoni Riley, 1954 - S 
Thestor dicksoni malagas Dickson & Wykeham, 1994 - S 
Thestor dicksoni warreni Ball, 1994 - S 
*Thestor dryburghi van Son, 1966 - S 
*Thestor holmesi van Son, 1951 - S 
*Thestor kaplani Dickson & Stephen, 1971 - S 
*Thestor montanus van Son, 1941 - S 
*Thestor murrayi Swanepoel, 1953 - S 
*Thestor overbergensis Heath & Pringle, 2004 - S 
*Thestor penningtoni van Son, 1949 - S 
*Thestor petra petra Pennington, 1962 - S 
Thestor petra tempe Pennington, 1962 - S 
*Thestor pictus van Son, 1941 - S 
*Thestor pringlei Dickson, 1976 - S 
*Thestor protumnus protumnus (Linnaeus, 1764) - S 
Thestor protumnus aridus van Son, 1941 - NS 
Thestor protumnus terblanchei Henning & Henning, 1993 - S 
*Thestor rileyi Pennington, 1956 - S 
*Thestor rooibergensis Heath, 1994 - S 
*Thestor rossouwi Dickson, 1971 - S 
*Thestor stepheni Swanepoel, 1968 - S 
*Thestor strutti van Son, 1951 - S 
*Thestor vansoni Pennington, 1962 - S 
*Thestor yildizae Kocak, 1983 - S 
 
Aphnaeinae [138 species] 
 
*Aloeides almeida (Felder, 1863) - S 
*Aloeides apicalis Tite & Dickson, 1968 - S 
*Aloeides aranda (Wallengren, 1857) - MZNSSwL 
*Aloeides argenteus Henning & Henning, 1994 - N 
*Aloeides arida Tite & Dickson, 1968 - S 

*Aloeides bamptoni Tite & Dickson, 1977 - S 
*Aloeides barbarae Henning & Henning, 1994 - SSw 
*Aloeides barklyi (Trimen, 1874) - S 
*Aloeides braueri Tite & Dickson, 1968 - SL 
*Aloeides caffrariae Henning, 1987 - S 
*Aloeides caledoni Tite & Dickson, 1973 - S 
*Aloeides carolynnae carolynnae Dickson, 1983 - S 
Aloeides carolynnae aurata Pringle, 1994 - S 
*Aloeides clarki Tite & Dickson, 1968 - S 
*Aloeides damarensis damarensis (Trimen, 1891) - BNS 
Aloeides damarensis mashona  
     Tite & Dickson, 1973 - MZSSw 
*Aloeides dentatis dentatis (Swierstra, 1909) - S 
Aloeides dentatis maseruna (Riley, 1938) - S 
*Aloeides depicta Tite & Dickson, 1968 - S 
*Aloeides dicksoni Henning, 1987 - S 
*Aloeides dryas Tite & Dickson, 1968 - SSw 
*Aloeides egerides (Riley, 1938) - S 
*Aloeides gowani Tite & Dickson, 1968 - S 
*Aloeides henningi Tite & Dickson, 1973 - SSwL 
*Aloeides juana Tite & Dickson, 1968 - S 
*Aloeides kaplani Tite & Dickson, 1977 - S 
*Aloeides lutescens Tite & Dickson, 1968 - S 
*Aloeides macmasteri Tite & Dickson, 1973 - S 
*Aloeides maluti Pringle, 1983 - SL 
*Aloeides margaretae Tite & Dickson, 1968 - S 
*Aloeides mbuluensis Pringle, 1994 - S 
*Aloeides merces Henning & Henning, 1986 - S 
*Aloeides molomo molomo (Trimen, 1870) - SSwL 
Aloeides molomo coalescens Tite & Dickson, 1973 - Z 
Aloeides molomo krooni Tite & Dickson, 1973 - BNS 
*Aloeides monticola Pringle, 1994 - S 
*Aloeides mullini Henning & Henning, 1996 - Z 
*Aloeides namibiensis Henning & Henning, 1994 - BN 
*Aloeides nollothi Tite & Dickson, 1977 - NS 
*Aloeides nubilus Henning & Henning, 1982 - S 
*Aloeides oreas Tite & Dickson, 1968 - SL 
*Aloeides pallida pallida (Riley, 1938) - S 
Aloeides pallida grandis Tite & Dickson, 1968 - S 
Aloeides pallida jonathani Pringle, 1987 - S 
Aloeides pallida juno Pringle, 1994 - S 
Aloeides pallida littoralis Tite & Dickson, 1968 - S 
Aloeides pallida liversidgei Pringle, 1994 - S 
*Aloeides penningtoni Tite & Dickson, 1968 - SL 
*Aloeides pierus (Cramer, 1779) - SL 
*Aloeides plowesi Tite & Dickson, 1973 - Z 
*Aloeides pringlei Tite & Dickson, 1976 - S 
*Aloeides quickelbergei Tite & Dickson, 1968 - S 
*Aloeides rileyi Tite & Dickson, 1976 - SL 
*Aloeides rossouwi Henning & Henning, 1982 - S 
*Aloeides simplex (Trimen, 1893) - BNS 
*Aloeides stevensoni Tite & Dickson, 1973 - S 
*Aloeides susanae Tite & Dickson, 1973 - S 
*Aloeides swanepoeli Tite & Dickson, 1973 - SSwL 
*Aloeides taikosama (Wallengren, 1857) – MZBNSSwL 
*Aloeides tearei Henning & Henning, 1982 - N 
*Aloeides thyra thyra (Linnaeus, 1764) - S 
Aloeides thyra orientis Pringle, 1994 - S 
*Aloeides titei Henning, 1987 - S 
*Aloeides trimeni trimeni Tite & Dickson, 1973 - ZBSL 
Aloeides trimeni southeyae Tite & Dickson, 1973 - S 
*Aloeides vansoni Tite & Dickson, 1968 - S 
*Aphnaeus erikssoni Trimen, 1891 - N 
*Aphnaeus hutchinsonii Trimen, 1887 - MZBSSw 
*Aphnaeus marshalli Neave, 1910 - Z 
*Aphnaeus mashunae Stempffer, 1954 - Z 
*Aphnaeus rex rex Aurivillius, 1909 - Z 
Aphnaeus rex gardineri Libert, 2013 - Z 
*Argyraspodes argyraspis (Trimen, 1873) - BNS 
*Axiocerses amanga amanga  
     (Westwood, 1881) - MZBNSSw 
Axiocerses amanga baumi Weymer, 1901 - ?N 
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*Axiocerses coalescens Henning & Henning, 1996 - MZS 
*Axiocerses croesus (Trimen, 1862) - S 
*Axiocerses punicea cruenta (Trimen, 1894) - MZ 
*Axiocerses susanae Henning & Henning, 1996 - Z 
*Axiocerses tjoane tjoane (Wallengren, 1857) - MZBNSSw 
*Chloroselas argentea Riley, 1932 - Z 
*Chloroselas mazoensis (Trimen, 1898) - ZBSSw 
*Chloroselas pseudozeritis pseudozeritis  
     (Trimen, 1873) - MZBSSw 
*Chrysoritis adonis adonis (Pennington, 1962) - S 
Chrysoritis adonis aridimontis Heath & Pringle, 2007 - S 
*Chrysoritis aethon (Trimen, 1887) - SSw 
*Chrysoritis aridus (Pennington, 1953) - S 
*Chrysoritis aureus (van Son, 1966) - S 
*Chrysoritis azurius (Swanepoel, 1975) - S 
*Chrysoritis beaufortia beaufortia (Dickson, 1966) - S 
Chrysoritis beaufortia charlesi (Dickson, 1970) - S 
Chrysoritis beaufortia stepheni (Dickson, 1978) - S 
Chrysoritis beaufortia sutherlandensis  
     Heath & Pringle, 2007 - S 
*Chrysoritis beulah (Quickelberge, 1966) - S 
*Chrysoritis blencathrae (Heath & Ball, 1992) - S 
*Chrysoritis braueri (Pennington, 1967) - S 
*Chrysoritis brooksi brooksi (Riley, 1938) - S 
Chrysoritis brooksi tearei (Dickson, 1966) - S 
*Chrysoritis chrysantas (Trimen, 1868) - NS 
*Chrysoritis chrysaor (Trimen, 1864) - SL 
*Chrysoritis daphne (Dickson, 1975) - S 
*Chrysoritis dicksoni (Gabriel, 1947) - S 
*Chrysoritis endymion (Pennington, 1962) - S 
*Chrysoritis felthami felthami (Trimen, 1904) - S 
Chrysoritis felthami dukei (Dickson, 1967) - S 
*Chrysoritis irene (Pennington, 1968) - S 
*Chrysoritis lycegenes (Trimen, 1874) - S 
*Chrysoritis lyncurium (Trimen, 1868) - S 
*Chrysoritis lyndseyae (Henning, 1979) - S 
*Chrysoritis midas (Pennington, 1962) - S 
*Chrysoritis natalensis (van Son, 1966) - S 
*Chrysoritis nigricans nigricans (Aurivillius, 1924) - S 
Chrysoritis nigricans rubescens Heath & Pringle, 2007 - S 
Chrysoritis nigricans zwartbergae (Dickson, 1982) - S 
*Chrysoritis oreas (Trimen, 1891) - S 
*Chrysoritis orientalis (Swanepoel, 1976) - S 
*Chrysoritis palmus palmus (Stoll, 1781) - S 
Chrysoritis palmus margueritae (Dickson, 1982) - S 
*Chrysoritis pan pan (Pennington, 1962) - S 
Chrysoritis pan henningi (Bampton, 1981) - S 
Chrysoritis pan lysander (Pennington, 1962) - S 
*Chrysoritis pelion (Pennington, 1953) - SL 
*Chrysoritis penningtoni (Riley, 1938) - S 
*Chrysoritis perseus (Henning, 1977) - S 
*Chrysoritis phosphor phosphor (Trimen, 1864) - S 
Chrysoritis phosphor borealis (Quickelberge, 1972) - S 
*Chrysoritis plutus (Pennington, 1967) - S 
*Chrysoritis pyramus pyramus (Pennington, 1953) - S 
Chrysoritis pyramus balli (Dickson & Henning, 1980) - S 
*Chrysoritis pyroeis pyroeis (Trimen, 1864) - S 
Chrysoritis pyroeis hersaleki (Dickson, 1970) - S 
*Chrysoritis rileyi (Dickson, 1966) - S 
*Chrysoritis swanepoeli swanepoeli (Dickson, 1965) - S 
Chrysoritis swanepoeli hyperion (Dickson, 1975) - S 
*Chrysoritis thysbe thysbe (Linnaeus, 1764) - S 
Chrysoritis thysbe bamptoni (Dickson, 1976) - S 
Chrysoritis thysbe mithras (Pringle, 1994) - S 
Chrysoritis thysbe osbecki (Aurivillius, 1882) - S 
Chrysoritis thysbe psyche (Pennington, 1967) - S 
Chrysoritis thysbe schloszae (Dickson, 1994) - S 
Chrysoritis thysbe whitei (Dickson, 1994) - S 
*Chrysoritis trimeni (Riley, 1938) - S 
*Chrysoritis turneri turneri (Riley, 1938) - S 
Chrysoritis turneri amatola (Dickson & McMaster, 1967) - SL 
Chrysoritis turneri wykehami (Dickson, 1980) - S 

*Chrysoritis uranus uranus (Pennington, 1962) - S 
Chrysoritis uranus schoemani (Heath, 1994) - S 
*Chrysoritis violescens (Dickson, 1971) - S 
*Chrysoritis zeuxo zeuxo (Linnaeus, 1764) - S 
Chrysoritis zeuxo cottrelli (Dickson, 1975) - S 
*Chrysoritis zonarius zonarius (Riley, 1938) - S 
Chrysoritis zonarius coetzeri Dickson & Wykeham, 1994 - S 
*Cigaritis apelles kiellandi Bouyer, 2011 - MS 
*Cigaritis brunnea (Jackson, 1966) - Z 
*Cigaritis ella (Hewitson, 1865) - MZBNSSw 
*Cigaritis homeyeri (Dewitz, 1887) - MZN 
*Cigaritis mozambica (Bertoloni, 1850) - MZNSSwL 
*Cigaritis namaquus (Trimen, 1874) - NS 
*Cigaritis natalensis (Westwood, 1851) - MZBNSSw 
*Cigaritis nyassae (Butler, 1884) - ?Z 
*Cigaritis phanes (Trimen, 1873) - MZBNSSw 
*Cigaritis victoriae (Butler, 1884) - MZ 
*Crudaria capensis van Son, 1956 - S 
*Crudaria leroma (Wallengren, 1857) - MZBSSw 
*Crudaria wykehami Dickson, 1983 - S 
*Erikssonia edgei Gardiner & Terblanche, 2010 – S 
*Lipaphnaeus aderna spindasoides (Aurivillius, 1916) - MZ 
*Phasis braueri Dickson, 1968 - S 
*Phasis clavum clavum Murray, 1935 - NS 
Phasis clavum erythema Quickelberge, 1980 - S 
*Phasis pringlei Dickson, 1977 - S 
*Phasis thero thero (Linnaeus, 1764) - S 
Phasis thero cedarbergae Dickson & Wykeham, 1974 - S 
*Trimenia argyroplaga argyroplaga (Dickson, 1967) - S 
Trimenia argyroplaga cardouwae  
     Dickson & Wykeham, 1994 - S 
*Trimenia macmasteri macmasteri (Dickson, 1968) - S 
Trimenia macmasteri mijburghi Dickson, 1980 - NS 
*Trimenia malagrida malagrida (Wallengren, 1857) - S 
Trimenia malagrida cedrusmontana  
     (Dickson & Stephen, 1975) - S 
Trimenia malagrida maryae (Dickson & Henning, 1980) - S 
Trimenia malagrida paarlensis (Dickson, 1967) - S 
*Trimenia wallengrenii wallengrenii (Trimen, 1887) - S 
Trimenia wallengrenii gonnemoi Ball, 1994 - S 
*Trimenia wykehami (Dickson, 1969) - S 
*Tylopaedia sardonyx sardonyx (Trimen, 1868) - BNS 
Tylopaedia sardonyx cerita Henning & Henning, 1998 - N 
Tylopaedia sardonyx peringueyi (Dickson, 1969) – S 
*Zeritis sorhagenii (Dewitz, 1879) - ?B 
 
Poritiinae [32 species] 
 
*Alaena amazoula amazoula (Boisduval, 1847) - SSw 
Alaena amazoula ochroma Vári, 1976 – ZBSSw 
*Alaena brainei Vári, 1976 - N 
*Alaena margaritacea Eltringham, 1929 – S 
*Alaena nyassa nyassa Hewitson, 1877 - Z 
*Baliochila aslanga (Trimen, 1873) - MSSw 
*Baliochila barnesi Stempffer & Bennett, 1953 - MZ 
*Baliochila lipara Stempffer & Bennett, 1953 - MZS 
*Baliochila neavei Stempffer & Bennett, 1953 - ?M 
*Baliochila singularis Stempffer & Bennett, 1953 - ZB 
*Cephetola australis Libert, 1999 - M 
*Cnodontes pallida (Trimen, 1898) – MZBN?S?Sw 
*Cnodontes penningtoni Bennett, 1954 - MBSSw 
*Cooksonia neavei rhodesiae Pinhey, 1962 - Z 
*Deloneura immaculata Trimen, 1868 - S 
*Deloneura millari millari Trimen, 1906 - MS 
Deloneura millari dondoensis Pennington, 1953 – M 
*Deloneura sheppardi Stevenson, 1934 - MZ 
*Deloneura subfusca Hawker-Smith, 1933 - Z 
*Durbania amakosa amakosa Trimen, 1862 - S 
Durbania amakosa albescens Quickelberge, 1981 - S 
Durbania amakosa ayresi van Son, 1941 - S 
Durbania amakosa flavida Quickelberge, 1981 - S 
Durbania amakosa natalensis van Son, 1959 - S 
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Durbania amakosa penningtoni van Son, 1959 - S 
Durbania amakosa sagittata Henning & Henning, 1993 - S 
*Durbania limbata Trimen, 1887 - S 
*Durbaniella clarki clarki (van Son, 1941) - S 
Durbaniella clarki belladonna Ball, 1994 - S 
Durbaniella clarki jenniferae Ball, 1994 - S 
Durbaniella clarki phaea Ball, 1994 - S 
*Durbaniopsis saga (Trimen, 1883) – S 
*Euthecta cooksoni cooksoni Bennett, 1954 – M 
*Mimacraea marshalli Trimen, 1898 – Z?M 
*Mimacraea neokoton Druce, 1907 - Z 
*Ornipholidotos peucetia peucetia (Hewitson, [1866]) - MZ 
Ornipholidotos peucetia penningtoni (Riley, 1944) - MS 
*Pentila pauli obsoleta Hawker-Smith, 1933 – Z 
*Pentila swynnertoni Stevenson, 1940 – MZ 
*Pentila tropicalis tropicalis (Boisduval, 1847) - SSw 
Pentila tropicalis fuscipunctata  
     Henning & Henning, 1994 - MZS 
*Teriomima puella Kirby, 1887 - M 
*Teriomima puellaris (Trimen, 1894) - MZ 
*Teriomima williami Henning & Henning, 2004 - M 
*Teriomima zuluana van Son, 1949 - S 
 
Lycaeninae [2 species] 
 
*Lafron clarki (Dickson, 1971) - SL 
*Lafron orus (Stoll, 1780) - S 
 
Theclinae [47 species] 
 
*Capys alpheus alpheus (Cramer, 1777) - S 
Capys alpheus extentus Quickelberge, 1979 - SSw 
*Capys connexiva connexiva Butler, 1896 - Z 
*Capys disjunctus Trimen, 1895 - ZSSw 
*Capys penningtoni Riley, 1932 - S 
*Deudorix antalus (Hopffer, 1855) - MZBNSSw 
* Deudorix caliginosa Lathy, 1903 - MZ 
* Deudorix dariaves Hewitson, 1877 - MZS 
* Deudorix dinochares Grose-Smith, 1887 - MZBNSSw 
* Deudorix dinomenes dinomenes Grose-Smith, 1887 - MZS 
* Deudorix diocles Hewitson, 1869 - MZSSw 
* Deudorix lorisona coffea Jackson, 1966 - MZ 
*Deudorix vansoni Pennington, 1948 - ZSSw 
*Hemiolaus caeculus caeculus (Hopffer, 1855) - MZBSSw 
Hemiolaus caeculus tsodiloensis (Pinhey, 1969) - BN 
*Hypolycaena buxtoni buxtoni Hewitson, 1874 - MZS 
*Hypolycaena lochmophila Tite, 1967 - MZS 
*Hypolycaena philippus philippus  
     (Fabricius, 1793) - MZBNSSw 
*Hypolycaena tearei Henning, 1981 - MZ 
*Iolaus aemulus Trimen, 1895 - S 
*Iolaus alienus alienus Trimen, 1898 - MZBSSw 
Iolaus alienus sophiae Henning & Henning, 1991 - N 
*Iolaus aphnaeoides Trimen, 1873 - S 
*Iolaus australis Stevenson, 1937 - Z 
*Iolaus bakeri (Riley, 1928) - MZ 
*Iolaus diametra natalica Vári, 1976 - S 
*Iolaus lulua (Riley, 1944) - MS 
*Iolaus lalos lalos (Druce, 1896) - MZ 
*Iolaus mimosae mimosae Trimen, 1874 - S 
Iolaus mimosae pamelae (Dickson, 1976) - N 
Iolaus mimosae rhodosense  
     (Stempffer & Bennett, 1959) - MZBSSw 
*Iolaus nasisii (Riley, 1928) - ZBNS 
*Iolaus obscura Aurivillius, [1923] - N 
*Iolaus pallene (Wallengren, 1857) - MZBSSw 
*Iolaus penningtoni Stempffer & Bennett, 1959 - ZB 
*Iolaus poultoni (Riley, 1928) - MZ 
*Iolaus sidus Trimen, 1864 - MZSSw 
*Iolaus silarus silarus Druce, 1885 - MZBSSw 
Iolaus silarus brainei Henning & Henning, 1984 - N 
*Iolaus silas (Westwood, 1851) - S 

*Iolaus trimeni Wallengren, 1875 - MZBSSw 
*Iolaus violacea (Riley, 1928) - Z 
*Leptomyrina gorgias gorgias (Stoll, 1790) - SSw 
Leptomyrina gorgias sobrina Talbot, 1935 - ?MZ 
*Leptomyrina henningi henningi Dickson, 1976 - ZBNSSw 
*Leptomyrina hirundo (Wallengren, 1857) - MZBSSwL 
*Leptomyrina lara (Linnaeus, 1764) - NSL 
*Myrina dermaptera dermaptera (Wallengren, 1857) - SSw 
Myrina dermaptera nyassae Talbot, 1935 - Z 
*Myrina silenus ficedula Trimen, 1879 - MZBNSSw 
Myrina silenus penningtoni Dickson & Stephen, 1971 - S 
Myrina silenus suzannae Larsen & Plowes, 1991 - N 
*Pilodeudorix caerulea (Druce, 1890) - MZ 
*Pilodeudorix obscurata (Trimen, 1891) - MZ 
*Pilodeudorix zeloides (Butler, 1901) - MZ 
*Stugeta bowkeri bowkeri (Trimen, 1864) - S 
Stugeta bowkeri henningi Dickson, 1980 - S 
Stugeta bowkeri tearei Dickson, 1980 - MZBNSSw 
*Stugeta subinfuscata subinfuscata Grünberg, 1910 - N 
Stugeta subinfuscata reynoldsi Dickson, 1980 - BS 
  
Polyommatinae [151 species] 
 
*Actizera lucida (Trimen, 1883) – MZ?BNSSwL 
*Actizera stellata (Trimen, 1883) - S 
*Anthene amarah amarah  
     (Guérin-Méneville, 1849) - MZBNSSw 
*Anthene arnoldi (Jones, 1918) - Z 
*Anthene crawshayi jcrawshayi (Butler, 1899) - ?MZ 
Anthene crawshayi juanitae Henning & Henning, 1993 - S 
*Anthene definita definita (Butler, 1899) - MZSSw 
*Anthene dulcis dulcis (Pagenstecher, 1902) - ZBNS 
*Anthene hobleyi barnesi Stevenson, 1940 - Z 
*Anthene irumu (Stempffer, 1948) - ?Z 
*Anthene larydas (Cramer, 1780) - MZSSw 
*Anthene lasti nigrescens Libert, 2010 - MZ 
*Anthene lemnos lemnos (Hewitson, 1878) - MS 
Anthene lemnos loa (Strand, 1911) - MZ 
*Anthene ligures amanica (Strand, 1909) - MZ 
*Anthene lindae Henning & Henning, 1994 - NS 
*Anthene liodes bihe (Bethune-Baker, 1910) - MZSSw 
*Anthene livida livida (Trimen, 1881) - MZBSSwL 
*Anthene lunulata lunulata (Trimen, 1894) - MZB 
*Anthene merioli merioli d’Abrera, 2009 - Z 
Anthene merioli aridicola Gardiner, 2010 - Z 
*Anthene millari (Trimen, 1893) - ?MBSSw 
*Anthene minima minima (Trimen, 1893) - BSSw 
*Anthene mpanda Kielland, 1990 - Z 
*Anthene nigropunctata (Bethune-Baker, 1910) - Z 
*Anthene otacilia otacilia (Trimen, 1868) - ZBSSw 
*Anthene princeps (Butler, 1876) - MZBNSSw 
*Anthene rhodesiana Stempffer, 1962 - Z 
*Anthene talboti Stempffer, 1936 - BSSw 
*Azanus jesous (Guérin-Méneville, 1849) - MZBNSSwL 
*Azanus mirza (Plötz, 1880) - MZSSw 
*Azanus moriqua (Wallengren, 1857) - MZBSSwL 
*Azanus natalensis (Trimen, 1887) - MZSSw 
*Azanus ubaldus (Stoll, 1782) - MZBNSSwL 
*Brephidium metophis (Wallengren, 1860) - MZBNS 
*Cacyreus dicksoni Pennington, 1962 - NS 
*Cacyreus fracta fracta (Grünberg, 1912) - MZSSwL 
*Cacyreus lingeus (Stoll, 1782) - MZBNSSwL 
*Cacyreus marshalli Butler, 1898 - MZBSSw 
*Cacyreus virilis Stempffer, 1936 - MZBSSw 
*Cupidopsis cissus cissus (Godart, [1824]) - MZBNSSwL 
*Cupidopsis jobates jobates (Hopffer, 1855) - MZBNSSwL 
*Eicochrysops eicotrochilus Bethune-Baker, 1924 - Z 
*Eicochrysops hippocrates (Fabricius, 1793) - MZBNSSw 
*Eicochrysops messapus messapus (Godart, 1824) - SL 
Eicochrysops messapus mahallakoaena  
     (Wallengren, 1857) - MZBNSSwL 
*Euchrysops barkeri (Trimen, 1893) - MZNSSw 
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*Euchrysops dolorosa (Trimen, 1887) - MZBNSSw 
*Euchrysops malathana (Boisduval, 1833) - MZBNSSw 
*Euchrysops osiris (Hopffer, 1855) - MZBNSSw 
*Euchrysops subpallida Bethune-Baker, 1923 - MZBNSSw 
*Freyeria trochylus (Freyer, 1844) - MZBNSSwL 
*Harpendyreus noquasa (Trimen, 1887) - SSwL 
*Harpendyreus notoba (Trimen, 1868) - ZBS 
*Harpendyreus tsomo (Trimen, 1868) - SL 
*Lampides boeticus (Linnaeus, 1767) - MZBNSSwL 
*Lepidochrysops asteris (Godart, 1824) - S 
*Lepidochrysops australis Tite, 1964 - S 
*Lepidochrysops bacchus Riley, 1938 - S 
*Lepidochrysops badhami van Son, 1956 - S 
*Lepidochrysops balli Dickson, 1985 - S 
*Lepidochrysops barnesi Pennington, 1953 - Z 
*Lepidochrysops braueri Dickson, 1966 - S 
*Lepidochrysops chittyi Henning & Henning, 1994 - Z 
*Lepidochrysops chloauges (Bethune-Baker, [1923]) - ZBN 
*Lepidochrysops coxii (Pinhey, 1945) - Z 
*Lepidochrysops dukei Cottrell, 1965 - S 
*Lepidochrysops frederikeae Henning & Ball, 2013 - S 
*Lepidochrysops glauca glauca (Trimen, 1887) - ZBSSw 
Lepidochrysops glauca swinburnei Stevenson, 1939 - Z 
*Lepidochrysops grahami (Trimen, 1893) - S 
*Lepidochrysops gydoae Dickson & Wykeham, 1994 - S 
*Lepidochrysops hypopolia (Trimen, 1887) - S 
*Lepidochrysops ignota (Trimen, 1887) - SSw 
*Lepidochrysops inyangae (Pinhey, 1945) - Z 
*Lepidochrysops irvingi (Swanepoel, 1948) - SSw 
*Lepidochrysops jamesi jamesi Swanepoel, 1971 - S 
Lepidochrysops jamesi claassensi Dickson, 1982 - S 
*Lepidochrysops jefferyi (Swierstra, 1909) - S 
*Lepidochrysops ketsi ketsi Cottrell, 1965 - S 
Lepidochrysops ketsi leucomacula  
     Henning & Henning, 1994 - S 
*Lepidochrysops kocak Seven, 1997 - MZ 
*Lepidochrysops lerothodi (Trimen, 1904) - SL 
*Lepidochrysops letsea (Trimen, 1870) - ZSL 
*Lepidochrysops littoralis Swanepoel & Vári, 1983 - S 
*Lepidochrysops loewensteini (Swanepoel, 1951) - SL 
*Lepidochrysops longifalces Tite, 1961 - ZB 
*Lepidochrysops lotana Swanepoel, 1962 - S 
*Lepidochrysops mashuna (Trimen, 1894) - Z 
*Lepidochrysops mcgregori Pennington, 1970 - S 
*Lepidochrysops methymna methymna (Trimen, 1862) - S 
Lepidochrysops methymna dicksoni Tite, 1964 - S 
*Lepidochrysops michellae Henning & Henning, 1983 - N 
*Lepidochrysops oosthuizeni Swanepoel & Vári, 1983 - SL 
*Lepidochrysops oreas oreas Tite, 1964 - S 
Lepidochrysops oreas junae Dickson, 1974 - S 
*Lepidochrysops ortygia (Trimen, 1887) - SL 
*Lepidochrysops outeniqua Swanepoel & Vári, 1983 - S 
*Lepidochrysops patricia (Trimen, 1887) - MZBNSSwL 
*Lepidochrysops peculiaris hypoleucus (Butler, 1894) - MZ 
*Lepidochrysops penningtoni Dickson, 1969 - S 
*Lepidochrysops pephredo (Trimen, 1889) - S 
*Lepidochrysops plebeia plebeia (Butler, 1898) - MZBNSSw 
*Lepidochrysops poseidon Pringle, 1987 - S 
*Lepidochrysops praeterita Swanepoel, 1962 - S 
*Lepidochrysops pringlei Dickson, 1982 - S 
*Lepidochrysops procera (Trimen, 1893) - S 
*Lepidochrysops puncticilia (Trimen, 1883) - S 
*Lepidochrysops quickelbergei Swanepoel, 1969 - S 
*Lepidochrysops robertsoni Cottrell, 1965 - S 
*Lepidochrysops rossouwi Henning & Henning, 1994 - BS 
*Lepidochrysops ruthica Pennington, 1953 - Z 
*Lepidochrysops solwezii (Bethune-Baker, [1923]) - Z 
*Lepidochrysops southeyae Pennington, 1967 - S 
Lepidochrysops sp. nov. (Sehonghong Valley) 
*Lepidochrysops swanepoeli (Pennington, 1948) - S 
*Lepidochrysops swartbergensis Swanepoel, 1969 - S 
*Lepidochrysops tantalus (Trimen, 1887) - SL 

*Lepidochrysops titei Dickson, 1976 - S 
*Lepidochrysops trimeni (Bethune-Baker, [1923]) - S 
*Lepidochrysops vansoni (Swanepoel, 1949) - ZBNS 
*Lepidochrysops variabilis Cottrell, 1965 - ZSSwL 
*Lepidochrysops victori Pringle, 1984 - S 
*Lepidochrysops violetta (Pinhey, 1945) - Z 
*Lepidochrysops wykehami Tite, 1964 - S 
*Leptotes babaulti (Stempffer, 1935) - MZS 
*Leptotes brevidentatus (Tite, 1958) - MZBSSw 
*Leptotes jeanneli (Stempffer, 1935) - MZSSw 
*Leptotes pirithous pirithous (Linnaeus, 1767) - MZBNSSw 
*Leptotes pulchra pulchra (Murray, 1874) - MZBNSSw 
*Oboronia bueronica Karsch, 1895 - MZ 
*Orachrysops ariadne (Butler, 1898) - S 
*Orachrysops brinkmani Heath, 1997 - S 
*Orachrysops lacrimosa (Bethune-Baker, 1923) - SSw 
*Orachrysops mijburghi Henning & Henning, 1994 - S 
*Orachrysops montanus Henning & Henning, 1994 - S 
*Orachrysops nasutus nasutus Henning & Henning, 1994 - S 
Orachrysops nasutus remus Henning & Henning, 1994 - SL 
*Orachrysops niobe (Trimen, 1862) - S 
*Orachrysops regalis Henning & Henning, 1994 - S 
*Orachrysops subravus Henning & Henning, 1994 - SL 
*Orachrysops violescens Henning & Henning, 1994 - S 
*Orachrysops warreni Henning & Henning, 1994 - S 
*Oraidium barberae (Trimen, 1868) - ZBSSwL 
*Pseudonacaduba sichela sichela  
     (Wallengren, 1857) - MZBNSSw 
*Tarucus bowkeri bowkeri (Trimen, 1883) - S 
Tarucus bowkeri transvaalensis Quickelberge, 1972 - SSw 
*Tarucus sybaris sybaris (Hopffer, 1855) - MZSSw 
Tarucus sybaris linearis (Aurivillius, 1924) - BNS 
*Tarucus thespis (Linnaeus, 1764) - S 
*Thermoniphas colorata (Ungemach, 1932) - MZ 
*Triclema nigeriae (Aurivillius, 1905) - Z 
*Tuxentius calice (Hopffer, 1855) - MZBNS 
*Tuxentius hesperis (Vári, 1976) - S 
*Tuxentius melaena melaena (Trimen, 1887) - MZBNSSw 
Tuxentius melaena griqua (Trimen, 1887) - S 
*Uranothauma antinorii felthami (Stevenson, 1934) – MZ 
*Uranothauma falkensteinii (Dewitz, 1879) - ?M?Z 
*Uranothauma nubifer nubifer (Trimen, 1895) - MZSSw 
*Uranothauma poggei (Dewitz, 1879) - MZ 
*Uranothauma vansomereni Stempffer, 1951 - MZ 
*Zintha hintza hintza (Trimen, 1864) - MZBSSw 
Zintha hintza krooni (Dickson, 1973) - N 
*Zizeeria knysna knysna (Trimen, 1862) - MZBNSSwL 
*Zizina otis antanossa (Mabille, 1877) - MZSSw 
*Zizula hylax (Fabricius, 1775) - MZBNSSwL 
 
NYMPHALIDAE [262 species] 
 
Libytheinae [1 species] 
 
*Libythea laius Trimen, 1879 - MZBSSw 
 
Danainae [7 species] 
 
*Amauris albimaculata albimaculata Butler, 1875 - MSSw 
Amauris albimaculata chirindana Talbot, 1941 - MZ 
*Amauris echeria echeria (Stoll, 1790) - SSw 
Amauris echeria lobengula (Sharpe, 1890) - ZB 
*Amauris niavius niavius (Linnaeus, 1758) - N 
Amauris niavius dominicanus Trimen, 1879 - MZSSw 
*Amauris ochlea ochlea (Boisduval, 1847) - MZBSSw 
*Amauris tartarea tartarea Mabille, 1876 - BN 
*Danaus chrysippus orientis (Aurivillius, 1899) - MZBNSSwL 
*Tirumala petiverana (Doubleday, 1847) - MZBNS
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Limenitidiinae [26 species] 
 
*Aterica galena theophane Hopffer, 1855 - MZ 
*Bebearia orientis malawiensis Holmes, 2001 - MZ 
*Cymothoe alcimeda alcimeda (Godart, 1824) - S 
Cymothoe alcimeda clarki Stevenson, 1940 - S 
Cymothoe alcimeda marieps Rydon, 1994 - SSw 
Cymothoe alcimeda rhodesiae Stevenson, 1934 - Z 
Cymothoe alcimeda transvaalica Rydon, 1994 - S 
Cymothoe alcimeda trimeni Aurivillius, 1912 - S 
*Cymothoe coranus coranus Grose-Smith, 1889 - MZSSw 
*Cymothoe vumbui Bethune-Baker, 1926 - MZ 
*Euphaedra neophron neophron (Hopffer, 1855) - MZS 
*Euphaedra orientalis Rothschild, 1898 - MZ 
*Euptera kinugnana kinugnana (Grose-Smith, 1889) - M 
*Euryphura achlys (Hopffer, 1855) - MZS 
*Euryphura concordia (Hopffer, 1855) - MZ 
*Hamanumida daedalus (Fabricius, 1775) - MZBNSSw 
*Neptis alta Overlaet, 1955 - MZB 
*Neptis carcassoni van Son, 1959 - MZ 
*Neptis goochii Trimen, 1879 - MZS 
*Neptis jordani Neave, 1910 - MZBNS 
*Neptis kiriakoffi Overlaet, 1955 - MZS 
*Neptis laeta Overlaet, 1955 - MZBSSw 
*Neptis penningtoni van Son, 1977 - MZ 
*Neptis saclava marpessa Hopffer, 1855 - MZSSw 
*Neptis serena serena Overlaet, 1955 - MZB 
*Neptis swynnertoni Trimen, 1912 - Z 
*Neptis trigonophora trigonophora Butler, 1878 - MZS 
*Pseudacraea boisduvalii trimenii Butler, 1874 - MZBSSw 
*Pseudacraea eurytus imitator Trimen, 1873 - S 
*Pseudacraea lucretia expansa (Butler, 1878) - MZBS 
Pseudacraea lucretia tarquinea (Trimen, 1868) - SSw 
*Pseudargynnis hegemone (Godart, [1819]) - ?Z 
 
Heliconiinae [58 species] 
 
*Acraea acara Hewitson, 1865 – MZBNSSw 
*Acraea acrita Hewitson, 1865 - MZBNS 
*Acraea aganice aganice Hewitson, 1852 - MZSSw 
*Acraea aglaonice Westwood, 1881 - MZBSSw 
*Acraea anemosa Hewitson, 1865 - MZBNSSw 
*Acraea asema Hewitson, 1877 - MZ 
*Acraea atergatis Westwood, 1881 - ZBN 
*Acraea atolmis Wetswood, 1881 - ZBN 
*Acraea axina Westwood, 1881 - MZBNSSw 
*Acraea barberi Trimen, 1881 - BS 
*Acraea boopis boopis Wichgraf, 1914 - MZSSw 
*Acraea brainei Henning, 1986 - N 
*Acraea caldarena caldarena Hewitson, 1877 - MZBNSSw 
*Acraea cerasa cerasa Hewitson, [1861] - MZS 
*Acraea cuva Grose-Smith, 1889 - MZ 
*Acraea egina egina (Cramer, [1775]) - MZS 
*Acraea ella Eltringham, 1911 - N 
*Acraea horta (Linnaeus, 1764) - ZSSwL 
*Acraea hypoleuca Trimen, 1898 - N 
*Acraea insignis Distant, 1880 - MZ 
*Acraea lygus Druce, 1875 - ZBNSL 
*Acraea machequena Grose-Smith, 1887 - MZS 
*Acraea natalica Boisduval, 1847 - MZBNSSw 
*Acraea neobule Doubleday, 1847 - MZBNSSwL 
*Acraea nohara nohara Boisduval, 1847 - MZBNSSw 
Acraea nohara dondoensis Stevenson, 1934 - M 
Acraea nohara halali Marshall, 1896 - Z 
*Acraea oncaea oncaea Hopffer, 1855 - MZBSSw 
*Acraea petraea Boisduval, 1847 - MZS 
*Acraea pseudatolmis Eltringham, 1912 - Z 
*Acraea rabbaiae perlucida  
     Henning & Henning, 1996 - MZSSw 
*Acraea satis Ward, 1871 - MZSSw 
*Acraea stenobea Wallengren, 1860 - ZBNS 
*Acraea trimeni Aurivillius, 1899 - BNS 

*Acraea violarum violarum Boisduval, 1847 - MSSw 
Acraea violarum gracilis Wichgraf, 1909 - Z 
*Acraea welwitschii Rogenhofer, 1893 - Z 
*Acraea zetes zetes (Linnaeus, 1758) - N 
*Issoria smaragdifera smaragdifera (Butler, 1895) - Z 
*Lachnoptera ayresii Trimen, 1879 - MZSSw 
*Pardopsis punctatissima (Boisduval, 1833) - MZSSw 
*Phalanta eurytis eurytis (Doubleday, 1847) - MZSSw 
*Phalanta phalantha aethiopica  
     (Rothschild & Jordan, 1903) - MZBNSSwL 
*Telchinia acerata (Hewitson, 1874) - MZBN 
*Telchinia alalonga (Henning & Henning, 1996) – S?L 
*Telchinia anacreon (Trimen, 1868) - MZSSwL 
*Telchinia bomba (Grose-Smith, 1889) - ?MZ 
*Telchinia burni (Butler, 1896) - ZNSSw 
*Telchinia cabira (Hopffer, 1855) - MZSSw 
*Telchinia conradti kuekenthalie (Le Doux, 1922) - Z 
*Telchinia encedon encedon (Linnaeus, 1758) - MZBNSSw 
*Telchinia esebria Hewitson, 1861 - MZNSSw 
*Telchinia goetzei (Thurau, 1903) - Z 
*Telchinia igola (Trimen, 1889) - MZS 
*Telchinia induna induna (Trimen, 1895) - Z 
Telchinia induna salmontana (Henning & Henning, 1996) - S 
*Telchinia johnstoni (Godman, 1885) - MZ 
*Telchinia parei parei (Henning & Henning, 1996) - Z 
*Telchinia pentapolis epidica (Oberthür, 1893) - Z 
*Telchinia pharsalus (Ward, 1871) - M 
*Telchinia rahira rahira (Boisduval, 1833) - MZBNS 
*Telchinia serena (Fabricius, 1775) - MZBNSSw 
 
Apaturinae [1 species] 
 
*Apaturopsis cleochares schultzei Schmidt, 1921 - MZ 
 
Biblidinae [13 species] 
 
*Byblia anvatara acheloia (Wallengren, 1857) - MZBNSSw 
*Byblia ilithyia (Drury, 1773) - MZBNSSwL 
*Eurytela dryope angulata Aurivillius, 1899 - MZBSSw 
*Eurytela hiarbas angustata Aurivillius, 1894 - SSw 
Eurytela hiarbas lita Rothschild & Jordan, 1903 - ?MZ 
*Neptidopsis fulgurata platyptera  
     Rothschild & Jordan, 1903 - M 
*Neptidopsis ophione nucleata Grünberg, 1911 - MZ 
*Sevenia amulia intermedia (Carcasson, 1961) - B 
*Sevenia boisduvali boisduvali (Wallengren, 1857) - MZSSw 
*Sevenia morantii (Trimen, 1881) - MZBSSw 
*Sevenia natalensis (Boisduval, 1847) - MZSSw 
*Sevenia pechueli pechueli (Dewitz, 1879) - ?N 
*Sevenia rosa (Hewitson, 1877) - MZBNS 
*Sevenia trimeni trimeni (Aurivillius, [1899]) - N 
 
Cyrestiinae [1 species] 
 
*Cyrestis camillus sublineata Lathy, 1901 - MZS 
 
Nymphalinae [25 species] 
 
*Antanartia schaeneia schaeneia (Trimen, 1879) - S 
Antanartia schaeneia dubia Howarth, 1966 - Z 
*Catacroptera cloanthe cloanthe (Stoll, 1781) - MZBSSw 
*Hypolimnas anthedon wahlbergi  
     (Wallengren, 1857) - MZSSw 
*Hypolimnas deceptor deceptor (Trimen, 1873) - MZSSw 
*Hypolimnas misippus (Linnaeus, 1764) - MZBNSSwL 
*Junonia artaxia Hewitson, [1864] - MZ 
*Junonia hierta cebrene Trimen, 1870 - MZBNSSwL 
*Junonia natalica natalica  
     (Felder & Felder, 1860) - MZBNSSw 
*Junonia oenone oenone (Linnaeus, 1758) - MZBNSSwL 
*Junonia orithya madagascariensis  
      Guenée, 1865 - MZBNSSwL 



21 
 

*Junonia elgiva Hewitson, 1864 - MZSSw 
*Junonia touhilimasa Vuillot, 1892 - Z 
*Precis actia Distant, 1880 - MZ 
*Precis antilope (Feisthamel, 1850) - MZBNSSw 
*Precis archesia archesia (Cramer, 1779) - MZBSSw 
*Precis ceryne ceryne (Boisduval, 1847) - MZBSSw 
*Precis cuama (Hewitson, [1864]) - MZ 
*Precis octavia sesamus Trimen, 1883 - MZBNSSw 
*Precis tugela tugela Trimen, 1879 - ZSSw 
*Protogoniomorpha nebulosa (Trimen, 1881) - MZBSSw 
*Protogoniomorpha parhassus (Drury, 1782) - MZNSSw 
*Salamis amaniensis eileenae  
     Henning & Joannou, 1994 - MZ 
*Vanessa cardui (Linnaeus, 1758) - MZBNSSwL 
*Vanessa dimorphica dimorphica (Howarth, 1966) - ZS 
*Vanessa hippomene hippomene (Hübner, 1823) - SSw 
 
Charaxinae [37 species] 
 
*Charaxes achaemenes achaemenes  
     Felder & Felder, 1867 - MZBNSSw 
*Charaxes acuminatus vumba van Someren, 1963 - Z 
*Charaxes alpinus van Someren & Jackson, 1957 - Z 
*Charaxes baumanni selousi Trimen, 1894 - Z 
Charaxes baumanni whytei Butler, 1894 - M 
*Charaxes bohemani bohemani  
     Felder & Felder, 1859 - MZBNSSw 
*Charaxes brainei van Son, 1966 - BN 
*Charaxes brutus natalensis Staudinger, 1885 - MZBNSSw 
*Charaxes candiope (Godart, 1824) - MZBNSSw 
*Charaxes castor flavifasciatus Butler, 1895 – MZ?BSSw 
*Charaxes chintechi pseudophaeus van Someren, 1975 - MZ 
*Charaxes cithaeron cithaeron  
     Felder & Felder, 1859 - MZSSw 
Charaxes cithaeron joanae van Someren, 1964 - Z 
*Charaxes druceanus druceanus Butler, 1869 - S 
Charaxes druceanus entabeni van Someren, 1963 - S 
Charaxes druceanus moerens Jordan, 1936 - SSw 
Charaxes druceanus proximans Joicey & Talbot, 1922 - Z 
Charaxes druceanus solitaria Henning & Henning, 1992 - S 
Charaxes druceanus stevensoni van Someren, 1963 - MZ 
*Charaxes etesipe tavetensis Rothschild, 1894 - MZSSw 
*Charaxes ethalion ethalion (Boisduval, 1847) - MZSSw 
Charaxes ethalion binghami Henning, 1982 - Z 
*Charaxes fulgurata Aurivillius, [1899] - Z 
*Charaxes gallagheri van Son, 1962 - Z 
*Charaxes guderiana guderiana (Dewitz, 1879) - MZBNS 
*Charaxes jahlusa jahlusa (Trimen, 1862) - S 
Charaxes jahlusa argynnides Westwood, 1864 - MZBSSw 
Charaxes jahlusa rex Henning, 1978 - ZBS 
*Charaxes karkloof karkloof  
     van Someren & Jackson, 1957 - S 
Charaxes karkloof trimeni Rydon, 1994 - S 
*Charaxes macclounii macclounii Butler, 1895 - MZ 
*Charaxes manica manica Trimen, 1894 - Z 
Charaxes manica chittyi Rydon, 1980 - Z 
*Charaxes marieps van Someren & Jackson, 1957 - S 
*Charaxes nichetes leoninus Butler, 1895 - MZ 
*Charaxes pelias (Cramer, 1775) - S 
*Charaxes penricei penricei Rothschild, 1900 - Z 
*Charaxes phaeus Hewitson, 1877 - MZBSSw 
*Charaxes pollux gazanus van Someren, 1967 - MZ 
*Charaxes pondoensis van Someren, 1967 - S 
*Charaxes protoclea azota (Hewitson, 1877) - MZS 
*Charaxes saturnus Butler, 1866 - MZBNSSw 
*Charaxes vansoni van Someren, 1975 - ZBSSw 
*Charaxes varanes varanes (Cramer, 1777) - MSSw 
Charaxes varanes vologeses (Mabille, 1876) - ZBN 
*Charaxes violetta violetta Grose-Smith, 1885 - MS 
Charaxes violetta melloni Fox, 1963 - MZ 
*Charaxes wakefieldi (Ward, 1873) - MZSSw 
*Charaxes xiphares xiphares (Stoll, 1781) - S 

Charaxes xiphares bavenda van Son, 1935 - S 
Charaxes xiphares draconis Jordan, 1936 - SSw 
Charaxes xiphares kenwayi Poulton, 1929 - S 
Charaxes xiphares occidentalis Pringle, 1995 - S 
Charaxes xiphares penningtoni van Son, 1953 - S 
Charaxes xiphares staudei Henning & Henning, 1992 - S 
Charaxes xiphares thyestes (Stoll, 1790) - S 
Charaxes xiphares vumbui van Son, 1936 - Z 
*Charaxes zambieziensis Henning & henning, 1994 - Z 
*Charaxes zoolina (Westwood, [1850]) - MZBNSSw 
 
Satyrinae [93 species] 
 
*Aeropetes tulbaghia (Linnaeus, 1764) - ZSSwL 
*Aphysoneura pigmentaria vumba Kielland, 1989 - Z 
*Bicyclus angulosa selousi (Trimen, 1895) - MZ 
*Bicyclus anynana anynana (Butler, 1879) - MZBSSw 
*Bicyclus campina campina (Aurivillius, 1901) - MZ 
*Bicyclus condamini van Son, 1963 - Z 
*Bicyclus cooksoni (Druce, 1905) - Z 
*Bicyclus cottrelli (van Son, 1952) - Z 
*Bicyclus ena (Hewitson, 1877) - MZBSSw 
*Bicyclus safitza safitza (Westwood, 1850) - MZSSw 
*Brakefieldia perspicua perspicua  
     (Trimen, 1873) - MZNBSSw 
*Brakefieldia simonsii (Butler, 1877) - MZNBS 
*Cassionympha camdeboo (Dickson, 1981) - S 
*Cassionympha cassius (Godart, 1824) - SSw 
*Cassionympha detecta (Trimen, 1914) - S 
*Cassionympha perissinottoi Pringle, 2013 - S 
*Coenyra aurantiaca Riley, 1938 - S 
*Coenyra hebe (Trimen, 1862) - MSSw 
*Coenyra rufiplaga Trimen, 1906 - S 
*Coenyropsis bera (Hewitson, 1877) - Z 
*Coenyropsis natalii natalii (Boisduval, 1847) - ZBNS 
Coenyropsis natalii poetulodes Vári, 1971 - S 
*Dingana alaedeus Henning & Henning, 1984 - S 
*Dingana alticola Henning & Henning, 1996 - S 
*Dingana angusta Henning & Henning, 1996 - SSw 
*Dingana clara (van Son, 1940) - S 
*Dingana dingana (Trimen, 1873) - S 
*Dingana fraterna Henning & Henning, 1996 - S 
*Dingana jerinae Henning & Henning, 1996 - S 
*Dira clytus clytus (Linnaeus, 1764) - S 
Dira clytus eurina Quickelberge, 1978 - S 
*Dira jansei (Swierstra, 1909) - S 
*Dira oxylus (Trimen, 1881) - S 
*Dira swanepoeli swanepoeli (van Son, 1939) - S 
Dira swanepoeli isolata van Son, 1955 - S 
*Gnophodes diversa (Butler, 1880) - MZS 
*Mashuna mashuna (Trimen, 1895) - Z 
*Melampias huebneri huebneri van Son, 1955 - S 
Melampias huebneri steniptera Vári, 1971 - S 
*Melanitis leda (Linnaeus, 1758) - MZBNSSw 
*Melanitis libya Distant, 1882 - MZ 
*Neita durbani (Trimen, 1887) - S 
*Neita extensa (Butler, 1898) - ZS 
*Neita lotenia (van Son, 1941) - SL 
*Neita neita (Wallengren, 1875) - SSw 
*Paralethe dendrophilus dendrophilus (Trimen, 1862) - S 
Paralethe dendrophilus albina van Son, 1955 - S 
Paralethe dendrophilus indosa (Trimen, 1879) - S 
Paralethe dendrophilus junodi (van Son, 1935) - SSw 
*Paternympha loxophthalma Vári, 1971 - S 
*Paternympha narycia (Wallengren, 1857) - ZSL 
*Physcaeneura panda (Boisduval, 1847) - MZBNSSw 
*Physcaeneura pione Godman, 1880 - MZ 
*Pseudonympha arnoldi van Son, 1941 - Z 
*Pseudonympha cyclops van Son, 1955 - MZ 
*Pseudonympha gaika Riley, 1938 - SL 
*Pseudonympha hippia (Cramer, [1779]) - S 
*Pseudonympha machacha Riley, 1938 - SL 
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*Pseudonympha magoides van Son, 1955 - SL 
*Pseudonympha magus (Fabricius, 1793) - S 
*Pseudonympha paludis Riley, 1938 - SL 
*Pseudonympha paragaika Vári, 1971 - S 
*Pseudonympha penningtoni Riley, 1938 - SL 
*Pseudonympha poetula Trimen, 1891 – SSw?L 
*Pseudonympha southeyi southeyi (Pennington, 1953) - S 
Pseudonympha southeyi kamiesbergensis Dickson, 1967 - S 
Pseudonympha southeyi wykehami Dickson, 1967 - S 
*Pseudonympha swanepoeli van Son, 1955 - S 
*Pseudonympha trimenii trimenii Butler, 1868 - S 
Pseudonympha trimenii namaquana van Son, 1966 - S 
Pseudonympha trimenii nieuwveldensis Dickson, 1966 - S 
Pseudonympha trimenii ruthae Dickson, 1966 - S 
*Pseudonympha varii van Son, 1955 - SL 
*Serradinga bowkeri bowkeri (Trimen, 1870) - SL 
Serradinga bowkeri bella (van Son, 1955) - S 
*Serradinga clarki clarki (van Son, 1955) - S 
Serradinga clarki amissivallis Henning & Henning, 1996 - S 
Serradinga clarki dracomontana  
     Henning & Henning, 1996 - SL 
Serradinga clarki ocra Henning & Henning, 1996 - S 
*Serradinga kammanassiensis  
     (Henning & Henning, 1994) - S 
*Stygionympha curlei Henning & Henning, 1996 - SL 
*Stygionympha dicksoni (Riley, 1938) - S 
*Stygionympha geraldi Pennington, 1970 - S 
*Stygionympha irrorata (Trimen, 1873) - NS 
*Stygionympha robertsoni (Riley, 1932) - NS 
*Stygionympha scotina scotina Quickelberge, 1977 - SL 
Stygionympha scotina coetzeri Henning & Henning, 1994 - S 

*Stygionympha vansoni (Pennington, 1953) - S 
*Stygionympha vigilans (Trimen, 1887) - S 
*Stygionympha wichgrafi wichgrafi van Son, 1955 - SSw 
Stygionympha wichgrafi grisea Henning & Henning, 1996 - S 
Stygionympha wichgrafi lannini van Son, 1966 - MZ 
Stygionympha wichgrafi williami  
     Henning & Henning, 1996 - SL 
*Tarsocera cassina (Butler, 1868) - S 
*Tarsocera cassus cassus (Linnaeus, 1764) - S 
Tarsocera cassus outeniqua Vári, 1971 - S 
*Tarsocera dicksoni (van Son, 1962) - S 
*Tarsocera fulvina Vári, 1971 - S 
*Tarsocera imitator Vári, 1971 - S 
*Tarsocera namaquensis Vári, 1971 – S 
Tarsocera southeyae     Dickson, 1969 - S 
*Torynesis hawequas Dickson, 1973 - S 
*Torynesis magna (van Son, 1941) - S 
*Torynesis mintha mintha (Geyer, 1837) - S 
Torynesis mintha piquetbergensis Dickson, 1967 - S 
*Torynesis orangica Vári, 1971 - S 
*Torynesis pringlei Dickson, 1979 - L 
*Ypthima antennata antennata van Son, 1955 - MZBS 
*Ypthima asterope asterope (Klug, 1832) - MZBNSSw 
Ypthima asterope hereroica van Son, 1955 - NBS 
*Ypthima condamini condamini Kielland, 1982 - MZS 
*Ypthima granulosa Butler, 1883 - MZBS 
*Ypthima impura paupera Ungemach, 1932 - MZBSSw 
*Ypthima pupillaris pupillaris Butler, 1888 - MZ 
*Ypthima rhodesiana Carcasson, 1961 - Z 
*Ypthimomorpha itonia (Hewitson, 1865) - MZB 
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Amauris diagnostics (Thomas Desloges) 
 
Thomas Desloges sent me some tips on how to distinguish the following Central African Amauris: 
 

• Masisi Chief (Amauris echeria terrena) 

• Congo Layman (Amauris albimaculata magnimacula) 

• Uganda Dark Friar (Amauris crawshayi oscarus) 
 
Apparently, these diagnostic tools work for the above taxa, but Thomas is uncertain whether they 
apply all subspecies of A. echeria, A albimaculata and A. crawshayi. 
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Amauris echeria terrena 
 

• Palps have two white dots 

• As circled, the hindwing band makes a right angle to the vein at or near the root of vein 7 

• The distal edge of the hindwing band is well defined 
 
Amauris albimaculata magnimacula 
 

• Palps have a dot and dash 

• The angle made by the hindwing band vein at or near the root of vein 7 is more obtuse 
(often the angle is formed distad of the root of vein 7) 

• The distal edge of the hindwing band is somewhat diffuse 
 
Amauris crawshayi oscarus 
 

• Palps have two white dots 

• Basally the edge of hindwing band is a more or less straight line from the costa to the 
interior angle of the wing (this edge crosses noticeably basad of the root of vein 7, meaning 
the brown area at the base of the hindwing is reduced compared to the other two species) 

• The distal edge of the hindwing band is somewhat diffuse 
 

Another element is the ventral hinwing sub-marginal row of spots: 

 
Left to right: echeria terrena, albimaculata magnimacula, crawshayi oscarus 
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Russet taxonomy: centre and margin (Etienne Terblanche) 
 
The Aloeides Project, not finished yet, has brought new insights and headaches as much as 
clarifications about the taxonomic challenges and delights that this genus almost always seems to 
offer. In this little piece of writing, I want to take a brief look at the “big picture” of this situation. I 
confess up front that it comes from my layman’s perspective. 
 
First, it is important, even if also obvious, that the centre of taxonomic doing holds. There is 
something like a species, and it can be abundantly clear. If I were to place a specimen of the 
Citrus Swallowtail (Papilio demodocus) next to one of the African Grass Blue (Zizeeria knysna 
knysna) in front of you, not for a moment would you doubt their difference and the need for 
taxonomic labels that will reflect it. Let us juxtapose these two species in the mind’s eye and call 
this the centre of taxonomic doing. It holds. 
 
But what about the margins? For one thing, this is where things become interesting. There’s 
perhaps a bit of a “so what?” in the case of the centre. Once we’ve said that the Citrus Swallowtail 
and the smoky blue are different, what else can we add about their specific status? But here at the 
margins, it becomes difficult and stimulating to taxonomise, say, Danaus chrysippus. There’s a 
whole book about that taxonomy: David A. S. Smith’s African Queens and their Kin: A Darwinian 
Odyssey. It is an odyssey also of reading, comprising some 812 pages dedicated to as many 
species as you can count on the fingers of one hand. It is fascinating reading, even if one does not 
immediately understand everything one finds there. 
 
My suggestion is that the Russets (Aloeides) find themselves for the most part at the intriguing 
margins of taxonomy, along with species or superspecies such as D. chrysippus. Identifying these 
creatures can be hard and, sometimes, identifying them with finality seems impossible. My point is 
that this is why they are so damn interesting, and why we return to them again and again on the 
level of taxonomy. It is why we have an Aloeides Project at all. And there’s always the prospect of 
a new taxon just around the corner when you come across a new population of them, even if such 
new populations are now much rarer than a century ago. If nothing else, you will sometimes have 
the experts quarrelling about the status of your new population, and that can be fun to watch (!). 
But the whole gamut goes deeper than the pleasures to be enjoyed here at the margins where the 
russets reside along with other butterflies such as (say) Dingana or Lepidochrysops. I think that 
the taxonomic headaches caused for us by the russets are real. What I’m trying to say is that I 
don’t think those headaches can merely be ascribed to subjectivities or potential flaws made or the 
fact that much of the decisions made are untested. (For instance, in the case of genitalia, a gold 
standard in diagnosis: the exact fit when the lock and key engage in copulation has not been 
tested, but logically derived. For that matter, ants may be a better diagnostic than genitalia in the 
Aphnaeinae viz. the work of Alan Heath.)  
 
What I mean (please understand the many attempts at this) is that I think that the actual, concrete 
speciation of the russets is complex in and of itself, even before anyone tries to build any 
taxonomy on it. This means that the taxonomic complexities (here at the margins) to be found in 
the case of this genus must at least partially, if not wholly, reflect an important reality. The 
frustration one experiences when identifying and classifying russets is therefore not something to 
be wished away, elided, or solved with great finality merely by getting rid of one or two 
subjectivities. There is something entirely “objective” about the difficulties of taxonomizing most of 
them. It is something to live with for those interested in the genus even as they do their utmost to 
keep the taxonomy on the straight and narrow of the kind that is true for the taxonomical centre, 
where citrus swallowtail and smoky blue sit so safely (unless… but, no, I’m now beginning to suffer 
from that familiar taxonomic Russet fever). 
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I rest my case, even my net for a moment, with an example arising from the project. It is the 
Wolkberg Russet, Aloeides stevensoni. On the level of mtDNA CO1 BOLD analysis, it is a 
miniscule 0.16% away from the Large Plain Russet, A. macmasteri! Now, at the margins, you 
usually need a series. You can’t place one specimen of one species next to another and instantly 
know they are different. You need to scrutinise for and establish a complex set of characteristics 
across intra- and interpopulation boundaries to act as diagnostics. DNA is an important part of this. 
And yet, in the case of these two closely related species, the Wolkberg and Large Plain Russet, I 
bet that if you put one next to the other, not in a series, you would nine times out of ten know they 
are different—and you may even know which is which if you are a Plain Russet lover. The 
Wolkberg Russet is remarkably consistent in its differences from the plain large one on all kinds of 
levels: wing shape, colouration, size, habits, elevation, distribution, and even genitalia. Contact for 
the exchange of genes between these two species seems unlikely. It would need to be tested, but 
would they even be able to mate and produce fertile offspring? This means that, in the relatively 
short span of about 150 000 years, a new species has emerged up here in the Wolkberg. 
 
The real and most difficult question now comes into focus. What do the margins say about the 
centre of taxonomic doing? Our picture of taxonomy and the nature of a species cannot claim 
completeness unless we can link these two aspects somehow. I do not know the answers, and 
also not in terms of something as solid as differences in DNA. To be sure, the margins will no 
doubt inform the centre in some special way or another, if only for the reason that intriguing 
questions arise when we compare the two. For instance: is speciation pretty absolute and static, or 
does it work in degrees with dynamism? (I think Darwin opted for the latter.) In other words, does 
evolution as a force persistently “want to happen” despite the appearances of stability and 
differences among kinds? Do “Lamarckian” spurts occur, where forms are wholly different in short 
spans of time? 
 
Here I will rest my net for a long moment, with perhaps 
something of a utilitarian solution to the conundrum I’ve gotten 
myself into: any system is better than none. Taxonomy gives us 
an invaluable grip on butterflies and getting to know them better. 
Even when complexities occur, we should take care of that 
system and refine it as best as we can. 
 
I hope all of this makes sense, but cannot guarantee that it 
always does to me.    
 
 
  

Wolkberg Russet 
Aloeides stevensoni 
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Zimbabwe research trip - April 2022 (Etienne Terblanche) 
 
I thank wholeheartedly the NWU, LepSoc Africa, Dave Edge, Martin Villet, and especially Jono 
Francis and Ian Waters who made this trip possible. The latter two gentlemen were truly 
magnanimous hosts who basically spoiled us (me and Christien) with food (Jono is a great cook, 
also of wild mushrooms), luxurious and beautiful accommodation, and free access to their 
considerable knowledge of Zimbabwe’s butterflies.  
 
That said, it was the exact time of year when Alaena nyassa was not flying and larvae were not 
visible after unusual rains (dry in February and wet in April) at a spot each around Marondera and 
Harare, to which Jono Francis took me, and where he had recently found the butterfly to be out in 
good numbers.  
 
Part of the problem here is that one has to plan well in advance for such a trip and jump through 
various bureaucratic hoops in order to loosen up the available funding, so that it is impossible to 
act swiftly when Jono lets one know that the butterfly is out. This is in a sense a minor problem, 
though, since the absence of a butterfly is also vital research knowledge. However, this time 
around I had a specific objective: to get hold of as many specimens as possible in order to find a 
pheromonal gland in the abdomen of the female. Nonetheless, the experience gained and the 
networking established are absolutely invaluable and will stand my Alaena project in good stead in 
future. 
 
Hours of search by Jono and I at these spots rendered a single pupa case from a previous 
season, which is extremely hard to find and a token of the intensity of our searching. In the 
Bvumba I found a colony of the butterfly, but only a few imagos were about, and hours of search 
and gentle sweeping of the net rendered no further individuals. I had only one pocket of sunshine 
with this colony before cold mist closed in again. Three adult females were ultimately collected, 
two at the said site in the Bvumba by me, and one stray individual at the swimming pool of the 
Leopard Rock Hotel by Keyan, son of Ian Waters. 
 
Below, a brief tick list of aims and successes, where “x” means: “not this time, not yet.” Further 
specimens and knowledge will be sought by means of networking and/ or visits to sites. 
 
 

Comparative notes made about A. nyassa habitat vs. that of A. 
margaritacea 

✓ 

Comparative notes made about A. nyassa habits vs. those of A. 
margaritacea 

✓ 

Getting to know the habits and habitat of A. nyassa ✓ 

Getting to know the abundance or not of A. nyassa at its sites ✓ 

eTrex GPS co-ordinates of distribution of A. nyassa individuals within 
colony 

✓ 

  

Networking with Jono Francis for future collaboration on this insect ✓ 

  

Imago: potential pheromonal behaviours  

Pheromonal gland found in abdomen of female A. nyassa under stereo 
microscope in Zim 

x 

Video recording (evidence) of A. nyassa female peculiar behaviour 
(bobbing abdomen) 

x 

Observation of A. nyassa female peculiar behaviour (bobbing abdomen) x 
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Knowledge of prospect of peculiar behaviour (bobbing abdomen), A. 
nyassa (obs. Jono F.) 

✓ 

Video recording (evidence) of A. nyassa male flying towards female in her 
perfumed tussock 

x 

Specimens of A. nyassa adult female in 70% ethanol for microscopy by 
Dr. A. Jordaan 

✓ 

  

Larva: feeding behaviours  

Macro-video recording of A. nyassa larva feeding x 

Specimens of A. nyassa larvae in 70% ethanol for microscopic study of 
mouthparts 

x 

A. nyassa frass for analysis of contents, building on M. Williams’ 2006 
article on amazoula’s feeding habits 

x 

 

  

Alaena nyassa nyassa 
Vumba, Zimbabwe 

Jeremy Dobson 

 

Alaena amazoula amazoula 
Izingolweni, KZN 
Jeremy Dobson 

 

Alaena amazoula ochroma 
Francistown, Botswana 

Jeremy Dobson 
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Namibia – March 2022 (Jeremy Dobson and Peter Ward) 
 
Peter Ward joined me for a two-week trip to Namibia. We’d originally planned a month-long 
expedition, incorporating a visit to Angola, but this had to be abandoned for two reasons. Firstly, 
Dietmar and Claudia Ley had to withdraw from the expedition, due to an unfortunate accident: 
Claudia was swimming at Maceneta Peninsula, Mozambique, when she was “dumped” by a wave 
and injured her back; Claudia I’m glad to say is recovering well but spent several weeks in 
Nelspruit hospital (Claudia was going to be our Portuguese speaking “fixer” for the Angola leg of 
the tour). Secondly, at the time of that we left, Angola was still subject to a fortnight Covid 
quarantine period. 
 
Peter and I set out from Johannesburg on 22 March and had an uneventful first day, incorporating 
a relatively painless border crossing at Skilpadshek. We overnighted at Kang (southern central 
Botswana) and, seeing as we had plenty of time (and weren’t spoiled for choice accommodation 
wise), decided to pitch tents and camp. We had stopped a few times along the way and found a 
couple of interesting Anthene (A. dulcis-ish) and several Silver-spotted 
Grey (Crudaria leroma), which I intend to get barcoded; the southern 
Botswana Crudaria are consistently smaller and paler in colour than 
typical specimens from South Africa. 
 
Day two was disappointing on several counts. I had high hopes of 
finding Namibian Russet (Aloeides namibiensis) at the Mamuno border 
between Botswana and Namibia. Unfortunately, the site has been 
fenced off, was full of rubbish and contained waist-high grass - not 
exactly prime Aloeides habitat. We’d found several Damara Russet 
(Aloeides damarensis damarensis) in Botswana along the way - I 
suspect that the secret of A. namibiensis relates to the rapid change in 
habitat that occurs where you first meet a ridge of hills at the border; 
unfortunately, on the Namibian side, this habitat appears to be entirely 
fenced off and inaccessible. We trundled into Windhoek, in the rain, and 
found a nice guesthouse “Merwe’s Inn”. Not one of my better days. 
 
 

 
 
  

African Migrant 
(Catopsilia florella) 

Kang region, Botswana 
Jeremy Dobson 

African Yellow Pansy 
(Junonia hierta cebrene) 
Kang region, Botswana 

Jeremy Dobson 

Silver-spotted Grey 
(Crudaria leroma) 

Kang region, Botswana 
Jeremy Dobson 

Mamuno border post 
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We left Windhoek on 24 March and, despite a discouraging weather 
forecast, decided to take the gravel road (C26) to Swakopmund and look 
for Small Dune Russet (Aloeides tearei) along the way. We stopped a 
few times and, about 70 km southwest of Windhoek, found our intended 
quarry in reasonable numbers. The drive down Gamsberg Pass was 
spectacular; I inspected a small gully and found loads of Orange Lined 
Ringlet (Coenyropsis natalii natalii), the most I’ve ever seen at a single 
locality; there were a few Hilltop Silverline (Cigaritis ella) on the small 
hilltops; I saw a Sapphire, possibly Iolaus mimosae pamelae, but it 
wouldn’t leave the shelter of a particularly vicious thorn bush. We 
reached Swakopmund in late afternoon and settled into our 
accommodation for the next four nights: the excellent Alte Brücke Resort 
on the southwest corner of the town, a place that Katharina Reddig had 
recommended to me.  
 

 
The following day, Peter and I visited Trekkopje, about 80 km 
northeast of Swakopmund off the main Windhoek road. I’d 
visited this locality three years previously with Raimund Schutte, 
but it was barely recognisable - instead of a barren, brown 
landscape, it was green and covered with flowers. Considering 
this is a desert, it was full of butterflies, with its flagship species, 
Namibian Acraea (Acraea hypoleuca) flying in fair numbers. 
Other species included Desert Lilac Tip (Colotis celimene 
pholoe) - which was new to me, Desert Arab (Colotis 
doubledayi) and Namib Topaz Arab (Colotis calais williami). A 
really enjoyable day, rounded off with a nice fish dinner at the 
nearby Tiger Reef restaurant. 
 

 

Small Dune Russet 
(Aloeides tearei) 

Windhoek (S-W), Namibia 
Jeremy Dobson 

Orange Lined Ringlet 
(Coenyropsis natalii natalii) 
Gamsberg Pass, Namibia 

Jeremy Dobson 

Painted Lady 
(Vanessa cardui) 

Windhoek (S-W), Namibia 
Jeremy Dobson 

Namibian Acraea 
(Acraea hypoleuca) 
Trekkoppje, Namibia 

Jeremy Dobson 

The Geometrician 
(Grammodes stolida) 
Trekkoppje, Namibia 

Jeremy Dobson 

Brown Grass Jewel 
(Freyeria trochilus) 

Trekkoppje, Namibia  
Jeremy Dobson 

Gamsberg Pass 
Peter Ward 

Trekkopje with Adenia pechuelli in the 
foreground 
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We’d arranged to pick up Swakopmund resident Katharina 
Reddig the following day and visited Spitzkoppe, about 50 km 
further inland from Trekkopje. Initially the locality didn’t look too 
promising, but closer inspection revealed that it was full of C. 
celimene pholoe and also contained several Namib Amber Fig-
tree Blue (Myrina silenus suzannae) and a handful of Kalahari 
Acraea (Acraea trimeni), a butterfly with which I’ve had a 
spectacularly unsuccessful relationship in the past. I followed C. 
celimene pholoe for hours, but they hardly ever rested and 
certainly never posed for an 
open-wings photo! 

 
Peter found a single Kavango Ragged Skipper (Abantis 
cassualalla) (formerly Caprona), but we didn’t see any Witsand 
Ciliate Blue (Anthene lindae) - a butterfly that Katharina 
discovered at Spitzkoppe last year. There were also a few Dusky 
Marbled Sapphire (Stugeta subinfuscata subinfuscata); a fairly 
widespread butterfly in the drier parts of Namibia. That evening 
Katharina, Steve Braine and Steve’s wife Linda joined us for 
dinner at Alte Brücke’s fabulous “The Old Steamer” restaurant. 
 
 

 
The following day Steve and Katharina joined us for a trip to 
Blutkuppe, a granite hill about 120 km east of Swakopmund. We 
were looking for Dark Namibian Elfin (Sarangesa gaerdesi 
smithae), but drew a blank, despite the host plant, a species of 
Petalidium, thriving. This is a concern - this unique butterfly has 
now not been seen for several years. Other butterflies from our 
trip included Colotis celimene pholoe, Colotis doubledayi and 
Colotis calais williami. 
  

Kalahari Acraea 
(Acraea trimeni) 

Spitzkoppe, Namibia 
Jeremy Dobson 

Namib Amber Fig-tree Blue 
(Myrina silenus suzannae) 

Spitzkoppe, Namibia 
Jeremy Dobson 

Dusky Marbled Sapphire 
(Stugeta subinfuscata subinfuscata) 

Spitzkoppe, Namibia  
Jeremy Dobson 

Swakopmund Pier 

Katharina Reddig, Jeremy Dobson, Steve 
Braine, Louise Braine and Peter Ward 

Blutkuppe 
Peter Ward 
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We said farewell to Katharina and Steve and departed for the Grootfontein area the following day. 
At Steve’s advice, we stopped about 25 km southwest of Otavi and inspected some silvery-grey 
bushes (Petalidium englerianum) next to the side of the road. We were delighted to find several 
Namibian Elfin (Sarangesa gaerdesi gaerdesi) on the wing; this amazing grey butterfly looks like a 
cross between Sarangesa and Caprona; unlike all other Sarangesa I’ve encountered, it doesn’t 
lurk in shaded areas, but flits around in full sunshine like an Abantis. We looked briefly, without 
success, for Namibian Zulu (Alaena brainei) north of Kombat, before heading for “Roy’s Bush 
Camp”, about 50 km east of Grootfontein. Roy’s was pleasant, but we both thought it was rather 
overpriced for what was offered. 

 
As we’d failed with Aloeides namibiensis at the Namibian border post, we thought we’d look for it 
at Omatako, about 140 km east of Grootfontein. As far as I can make out, this is close to the type 
locality, although no one seems to be sure of the exact spot. You pass a foot-and-mouth 
checkpoint along the way and on our return, an official wanted to search my car fridge. I showed 
her some frozen butterfly specimens, but fortunately she was fairly short and unable to see the 
frozen steak and boerewors beneath this. 
 
After a fair amount of searching at Omatako, I found an Aloeides, which rather disappointingly, 
was Northern Damara Russet (Aloeides damarensis mashona), but see Aloeides project, under 
FEATURES later in this newsletter. We then found a colony of Kalahari Mottled Russet (Aloeides 
molomo krooni); The Namibian Russet is obviously going to prove a difficult butterfly to track 
down. Other butterflies from our trip included White-cloaked Paradise Skipper (Abantis levubu) 
(formerly Leucochitonea), Warrior Acraea (Acraea acara – this used to be A. a. melanophanes, 
but this subspecies was synonymised by Pierre and Bernaud in 2014), Suffused Acraea (Acraea 
stenobea), Nomad Acraea (Acraea lygus) and Kavango Ragged Skipper (Abantis cassualalla). 
  

Desert Lilac Tip 
(Colotis celimene pholoe) 

Bloedkoppie, Namibia 
Jeremy Dobson 

Desert Arab 
(Colotis doubledayi) 

Bloedkoppie, Namibia 
Jeremy Dobson 

Namib Topaz Arab 
(Colotis calais williami) 
Bloedkoppie, Namibia  

Jeremy Dobson 

Namibian Elfin 
(Sarangesa gaerdesi gaerdesi) 

Otavi (S-W), Namibia 
Jeremy Dobson 

African Small Orange Tip 
(Colotis evagore antigone) 

Otavi (S-W), Namibia 
Jeremy Dobson 

Shiny Silverline 
(Cigaritis phanes) 

Otavi (S-W), Namibia  
Jeremy Dobson 
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The following day we visited the heart of Namibia’s “butterfly triangle”, the region between the 
towns of Otavi, Grootfontein and Tsumeb. The landscape consists of numerous rocky hills, most of 
them covered with an almost impenetrable thicket of thorn bushes. We managed to find a 
reasonably accessible low ridge, about 20 km north of Kombat and explored it thoroughly. There 
were several Namibian Straight-line Sapphire (Iolaus silarus brainei) and a few Northern Bowker's 
Marbled Sapphire (Stugeta bowkeri tearei). I searched grassy areas within the dappled-shade of 
the trees, looking for Black-veined Ranger (Kedestes sublineata). I didn’t find any unfortunately, 
but this probably wasn’t too surprising - according to Steve Braine, this is a rare butterfly. We hung 
traps, without much success: there were a few Namibia Black Prince (Charaxes brainei), a couple 
of Blue King (Charaxes bohemani bohemani) and a few of the usual suspects, such as Painted 
Emperor (Charaxes saturnus). 
 

 
  

Northern Damara Russet 
(Aloeides damarensis mashona) 

Omatako, Namibia 
Jeremy Dobson 

Kalahari Mottled Russet 
(Aloeides molomo krooni) 

Omatako, Namibia 
Jeremy Dobson 

White-cloaked Paradise Skipper 
(Abantis levubu) 

Omatako, Namibia  
Jeremy Dobson 

Eastern Scarlet 
(Axiocerses tjoane tjoane) 

Kombat, Namibia 
Jeremy Dobson 

Namibian Straight-line Sapphire 
(Iolaus silarus brainei) 

Kombat, Namibia 
Jeremy Dobson 

Darker Commodore 
(Precis antilope) 
Kombat, Namibia  
Jeremy Dobson 

Warthogs on the road north of 
Kombat 

Peter Ward 

Spitzkoppe 
Peter Ward 

Aus 
Peter Ward 



34 
 

On 31 March - my birthday - we took a leisurely drive to Windhoek, passing through Tsumeb and 
Otavi, where we met Alex Singleton, an Otavi resident and a butterfly enthusiast; I have high 
hopes that Alex will rediscover Aloeides namibiensis!  We saw a few more Sarangesa gaerdesi 
gaerdesi, plus an assortment of Colotis and, about 80 km south of Otavi, a couple of interesting 
Anthene, possibly Savanna Ciliate Blue (Anthene talboti). 
 

 
After a night in Windhoek, we set off for Maltahöhe, about 450 km southwest of Windhoek. This 
entailed another drive down Gamsberg pass and a drive through the desert; we didn’t find much, 
other than for a couple more Aloeides tearei. We stayed at the Maltahöhe Hotel, which wasn’t bad 
at all. 
 
Steve Braine had given me a couple of Aloeides localities in the 
Helmeringhausen / Aus region, which we visited the following 
day (2 April). The first spot, southwest of Helmeringhausen, was 
enclosed by a high game fence and we were unable to find the 
farmer. We tried a dry riverbed on the other side of the road, and 
I was delighted to find several Aloeides: possibly Small Dune 
Russet (Aloeides tearei), but samples will be sent for DNA 
sequencing. There were also a couple of A. damarensis, which 
is very widespread in Namibia. The Aloeides from Windhoek and 
Helmeringhausen appear to be using Gnidia; this was the only 
likely larval food plant that I could see and was present at both 
sites.  
 
  

Black-striped Ciliate Blue 
(Anthene amarah amarah) 

Otavi region, Namibia 
Jeremy Dobson 

Savanna Ciliate Blue 
(Anthene talboti) 

Otavi region, Namibia 
Jeremy Dobson 

Pioneer Caper White 
(Belenois aurota) 

Otavi region, Namibia  
Jeremy Dobson 

Southern Round-winged Orange Tip 
(Colotis euippe omphale) 

Otavi region, Namibia 
Jeremy Dobson 

Queen Purple Tip 
(Colotis regina) 

Otavi region, Namibia 
Jeremy Dobson 

Zebra White 
(Pinacopteryx eriphia eriphia) 

Otavi region, Namibia  
Jeremy Dobson 

Small Dune Russet 
(Aloeides tearei)? 

Helmeringhausen, Namibia 
Jeremy Dobson 
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We moved on to Aus and searched a dry riverbed west of the town. We couldn’t find the Aloeides 
that Steve had recorded from this site, which seems to have a different flight period and uses a 
different host plant - there was no Gnidia present. One intriguing possibility as a larval hostplant 
was a Melianthus species, which was common in the valley. Steve has given me a couple of his 
Aloeides specimens from Aus, which are more angular and have wider black margins than the 
Windhoek butterflies: although the specimens are a few years old, I’ll submit some legs for 
barcoding. 
 
We arrived at Keetmanshoop and found, what I felt was nice self-catering accommodation, 
although it’s fair to say, Peter wasn’t a fan of Keetmanshoop. Almost all the restaurants and 
takeaways in the town appear to have been victims of Covid, but we found the only surviving 
watering hole, the Hotel Schützenhaus, which I thought was pretty good! 
 

The following day we crossed the border at Napep without 
incident and stayed in Kuruman, making a slight detour to look at 
a locality south of Keimoes. This is a spot where Mark Williams 
and Owen Garvie had found Karoo Dancer (Alenia sandaster) 
several years ago, but unfortunately, they weren’t flying: the 
Blepharis capensis was not flowering and most of the plants 
seemed to have died for some reason. A brief stop at the 
Olifantshoek – Witsand road provided a few Colotis, but little 
else. 
 
We overnighted in Kuruman and had intended to visit some local 
butterfly spots the following day. The weather had other ideas 

however, so we drove home early. A rather underwhelming end to a really good butterfly 
expedition. Thanks to Peter Ward for accompanying me on this trip and to Steve Braine who 
provided advice and locality information. It was great to meet other fellow butterfly enthusiasts 
from Namibia, Katharina Reddig, Francois Swart and Alex Singleton. 
 
Aside from the huge distances, Namibia is an easy butterfly destination, with good roads, friendly 
people and plenty of relatively inexpensive places to stay. If you are lucky, and your timing is right, 
there are loads of unique butterflies to be seen! 
 
For interest, Peter and I have compiled a list of the butterflies that we recorded from our trip; the 
most common and widespread species we encountered were Brown Grass Jewel (Freyeria 
trochilus), African Plain Tiger / African Monarch (Danaus chrysippus orientis), Common Diadem 
(Hypolimnas misippus), African Yellow Pansy (Junonia hierta cebrene), Painted Lady (Vanessa 
cardui) and Pioneer Caper White / Brown-veined White (Belenois aurota). 

  

Desert Speckled Sulphur Tip 
(Teracolus agoye bowkeri) 

Olifantshoek, N Cape 
Jeremy Dobson 
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BUTTERFLY CHECKLIST - NAMIBIA MARCH 2022  

   
HESPERIIDAE   

COELIADINAE   
Striped Policeman Coeliades forestan forestan Otavi region 

Two-pip Policeman Coeliades pisistratus  Otavi region 

HESPERIINAE   
Brown Dodger Afrogegenes letterstedti   Otavi region 

African Dark Dodger Gegenes pumilio gambica Otavi region 

PYRGINAE   
Delagoa Sandman Ernsta delagoae  Otavi region 

Eastern Bushveld Sandman Ernsta colotes transvaaliae Otavi region 

Green-marbled Sandman Gomalia elma elma  Aus 

Speckled Sandman Spialia mafa mafa Otavi region, Omatako 

Blotched Sandman Spialia spio  Otavi region 

TAGIADINAE   
Namibian Elfin Sarangesa gaerdesi gaerdesi Otavi region 

Small Elfin Sarangesa phidyle  Omatako 

Kavango Ragged Skipper Abantis cassualalla  Otavi region, Omatako 

White-cloaked Paradise Skipper Abantis levubu  Otavi region, Omatako 

LYCAENIDAE   
APHNAEINAE   

Damara Russet Aloeides damarensis damarensis Widespread 

Kalahari Mottled Russet Aloeides molomo krooni Otavi region, Omatako 

Small Dune Russet Aloeides tearei  Windhoek, Helmeringhausen 

Eastern Scarlet Axiocerses tjoane tjoane Otavi region, Omatako 

Hilltop Silverline Cigaritis ella  Gamsberg Pass 

Natal Silverline Cigaritis natalensis  Trekkoppie 

Silvery Silverline Cigaritis phanes  Otavi region 

Silver-spotted Grey Crudaria leroma  Otavi region, Omatako 

POLYOMMATINAE   
Black-striped Ciliate Blue Anthene amarah amarah Otavi region, Omatako 

Mashuna Ciliate Blue Anthene dulcis dulcis Otavi region 

Topaz Babul Blue Azanus jesous  Otavi region 

Black-bordered Babul Blue Azanus moriqua  Otavi region 

Common Geranium Bronze Cacyreus marshalli  Otavi region 

Tailed Meadow Blue Cupidopsis jobates jobates Otavi region 

Ashen Smoky Blue Euchrysops subpallida  Otavi region, Omatako 

Pea Blue Lampides boeticus   Widespread 

Patrician Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops patricia  Gamsberg Pass 

Desert Dotted Pierrot Tarucus sybaris linearis Widespread 

Black Pie Tuxentius melaena melaena Otavi region 

Namibia Blue Pied Pierrot Zintha hintza krooni Otavi region 

African Grass Blue Zizeeria knysna knysna Otavi region 

Brown Grass Jewel Freyeria trochylus  Widespread 

Namib Amber Fig-tree Blue Myrina silenus suzannae Spitzkoppe 

Brown Playboy Deudorix antalus  Widespread 

Purple-brown Hairstreak Hypolycaena philippus philippus Otavi region, Omatako 

Plain Black-eye Leptomyrina henningi henningi Otavi region 

Namibian Straight-line Sapphire Iolaus silarus brainei Otavi region 

Namibian Mimosa Sapphire Iolaus mimosae pamelae Gamsberg Pass 

Northern Bright Marbled   Sapphire Stugeta bowkeri tearei Otavi region, Omatako 

Dusky Marbled Sapphire  Stugeta subinfuscata subinfuscata Widespread 
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NYMPHALIDAE   
BIBLIDINAE   

Spotted Joker Byblia ilithyia  Otavi region, Omatako 

CHARAXINAE   
Blue King Charaxes bohemani bohemani Otavi region 

Painted Emperor Charaxes saturnus  Otavi region, Omatako 

Variegated Princess Charaxes achaemenes achaemenes Otavi region, Omatako 

Namibia Black Prince Charaxes brainei  Otavi region 

DANAINAE   
African Plain Tiger / African Monarch Danaus chrysippus orientis Widespread 

HELICONIINAE   
Dark Warrior Acraea Acraea acara Omatako 

Namibian Acraea Acraea hypoleuca  Trekkoppie 

Wandering Donkey Acraea Acraea neobule neobule Widespread 

Kalahari Acraea Acraea trimeni  Spitzkoppe 

LIMENITIDINAE   
Guineafowl Hamanumida daedalus   Otavi region, Omatako 

NYMPHALINAE   
Common Diadem Hypolimnas misippus  Widespread 

African Yellow Pansy Junonia hierta cebrene Widespread 

Dark Blue Pansy Junonia oenone oenone Otavi region, Omatako 

African Blue Pansy Junonia orithya madagascariensis Otavi region 

Darker Commodore Precis antilope  Otavi region 

Painted Lady Vanessa cardui  Widespread 

SATYRINAE   
Orange Lined Ringlet Coenyropsis natalii natalii Gamsberg Pass 

Desert African Three-ring Ypthima asterope hereroica Widespread 

PAPILIONIDAE   
PAPILIONINAE   

Citrus Swallowtail Papilio demodocus demodocus Widespread 

PIERIDAE   
COLIADINAE   

African Migrant Catopsilia florella   Widespread 

Broad-bordered Grass Yellow Terias brigitta brigitta Widespread 

PIERINAE   
Pioneer Caper White Belenois aurota  Widespread 

Eastern Dotted Border Mylothris agathina agathina Otavi region, Omatako 

African Meadow White Pontia helice helice Widespread 

Southern Red Tip Colotis antevippe gavisa Otavi region, Omatako 

Namib Topaz Arab Colotis calais williami Namib region 

Desert Lilac Tip Colotis celimene pholoe Namib region 

Desert Arab Colotis doubledayi  Namib region 

Round-winged Orange Tip Colotis euippe omphale Otavi region, Omatako 

African Small Orange Tip Colotis evagore antigone Otavi region, Omatako 

African Orange Tip Colotis evenina evenina Widespread 

Bushveld Purple Tip Colotis ione  Otavi region, Omatako 

Kalahari Orange Tip Colotis lais  Widespread 

Queen Purple Tip Colotis regina  Widespread 

Zebra White Pinacopteryx eriphia eriphia Otavi region, Omatako 

Desert Speckled Sulphur Tip Teracolus agoye bowkeri Widespread 

Banded Gold Tip Teracolus eris eris Widespread 

Lemon Traveller Teracolus subfasciatus  Widespread 
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Northern Berg (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
Colleen and I went on a brief camping trip to Mahai Campsite, northern Drakensberg on 7 March. 
The weather forecast looked iffy, but we decided to risk it anyway, as I wanted to try out my trailer-
tent again. 
 
The Berg looked fantastic, with water everywhere. A hike to Tugela 
Gorge - one of South Africa’s (and the world’s) great hikes, now has a 
major detour due to a massive rockslide. Butterflies were scarce, other 
than for forest species within the numerous small forest patches that one 
traverses along the route.  
 
Karkloof Bush Beauty (Paralethe dendrophilus albina) and Midlands 
Forest King (Charaxes xiphares penningtoni) were common, as were 
Eastern Gold-spotted Sylph (Metisella metis paris) and Rainforest Dull 
Brown (Cassionympha cassius). I saw a couple of White-banded Sash 
(Papilio echerioides echerioides) and Northern Large Flat (Apallaga 
mokeezi separata). My main quarry, Northern Golden Flash (Chrysoritis phosphor borealis), was - 
as always - absent. There is a historical photographic record of phosphor from the nearby Gudu 
Bush, but despite numerous visits, I’ve never seen this butterfly. 
 
Unfortunately, the weather turned out worse than was forecast, so we curtailed our trip by a day; 
there is always a risk of getting marooned at Mahai if the level of the river gets too high. 
Despite a rather damp ending, we had an enjoyable trip in some of the finest scenery the country  
has to offer. 
 

 

  

Brown Dodger 
(Afrogegenes letterstedti) 

Mahai, KZN 
Jeremy Dobson 

Rainforest Dull Brown 
(Cassionympha cassius) 

Tugela, KZN 
Jeremy Dobson 

Eastern Gold-spotted Sylph 
(Metisella metis paris) 

Tugela, KZN 
Jeremy Dobson 

Karkloof Bush Beauty 
(Paralethe dendrophilus albina) 

Mahai, KZN 
Jeremy Dobson 

White-banded Swallowtail 
(Papilio echerioides echerioides) 

Tugela, KZN 
Jeremy Dobson 

Southern Gaudy Commodore 
(Precis octavia sesamus) 

Tugela, KZN 
Jeremy Dobson 
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ABC - African Butterfly Centre 
 
In conjunction with the Architect, Sean Pearce of MDS, we have prepared a prospectus for the 
Butterfly Centre. Claudia Ley has assisted me with aspects of the budget and financial model, 
which has been forwarded to some potential investors; hopefully we will be able to commence with 
this development shortly! 
 
Central to the Butterfly Centre will be the collection of African Lepidoptera specimens. Many of you 
have submitted the Questionnaire regarding the bequest of private collections and I’ve already 
received bequests for about a quarter of a million specimens – thanks to everyone who has replied 
so far.  
 

ABC Questionnaire 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/6mtfij8jmctqd15/ABC%20-%20Questionnaire.docx?dl=0
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Stephen Henning has submitted a great article covering the Henning’s trips to Namaqualand in 
the late 1970’s. Due to it’s length, the article has been serialized in three parts: here is Part 2 
 

Namaqualand – September 1977  
 
Bill got Ivan to write down the details of a further trip to Namaqualand in September 1977 and 
send what he discovered to Charlie Dickson. Ivan had been away several months with Will and 
Molly Smith. This was an important trip as two species I was later to describe as new were 
collected. 
Ivan in his letter to Charlie dated 12th October 1977 started off by summarising the itinerary of the 
trip. He wrote: “When I set off in July with the Smith family our arrangement was to go across 
Botswana into S.W.A. (Namibia) where Will Smith would do more paintings. We intended to stay in 
Namibia until about the end of August and then travel down to Namaqualand in time to see the 
flowers at their best and also do some collecting until the end of September. 
 
“As usual things did not turn out that way.  We heard from various sources that the flowers were 
not at their best this year so Will continued painting in Namibia and we did not reach Springbok 
until the 13th September. By then he was itching to get back to Johannesburg, but Molly (Mary) put 
her foot down and told him we were going to collect some butterflies before returning. 
 
“The result was that we in fact spent a short two weeks travelling around the area trying to pick up 
material that was needed to fill in the gaps in the collection. 
 
“On the way down from Ai-Ais we stopped at the koppie about seven miles north of Steinkopf. It 
had been cloudy all the way down, but the sun started to break through in the afternoon and a few 
things were flying. Molly and Lindsey, her daughter, went one way and I went the opposite. I failed 
to find anything of real importance and came back to the vehicle and while waiting for the other 
two to return I occupied myself by picking up a few Chrysoritis chrysantas and odd Spindasis 
[Cigaritis] namaquus from the roadside. 
 
“On their return Molly showed me a small insect which she said they had come across just as they 
were preparing to return. She managed to collect four of them and on examining them later 
against our photograph I decided that they could only be Chrysoritis felthami dukei. 
 
”According to the literature I had with me this locality seemed to be much further north than 
suspected previously. So, the next day I decided to try and find Lepidochrysops penningtoni and 
then move on and get Molly to show me where she had come across the dukei. Needless to say, I 
was unable to find L. penningtoni but we did manage to pick up more specimens of dukei. 
 
“We next moved on down to Port Nolloth by the time we reached the area where I got the small 
insect last year it was too late in the day. Nevertheless, I walked over to the spot and on my way, I 
put up one specimen which behaved exactly like a normal Chrysoritis, not like the small species. 
To me it looks like a typical P. pan. 

BUTTERFLY TRIPS DOWN MEMORY LANE 
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View across Mc Dougal’s Bay 

 
“The following day was cloudy and cold so in the morning we collected at Mc Dougal’s Bay where 
just before lunch time I put up a few Chrysoritis trimeni and Aloeides nollothi. We then drove out to 
the 9-mile mark where the three of us spent the whole afternoon but failed to see a single 
Chrysoritis, the only insect we saw was Stygionympha geraldi. 
 
“What surprised me most of all was that although the majority of the vegetation was at its best and 
in good condition the plant on which I collected all my specimens last year was in a very poor 
condition. It was being attacked by a brown fungus consequently there was very little fresh growth 
on the plant. I would imagine that once dry conditions prevail then the fungus will lie dormant, and 
the plant will begin normal growth. 
 
“I have yet no proof that this is the foodplant of the insect as last year when I found it on the plant, 
I only had one hour to collect all the specimens I could lay my hands on. I had no time to study 
one of the females. Looking at the image it just looks like a tiny C. pan but as I have said before I 
have not met another Chrysoritis behaving as this creature did. 
 
“Our second day at Port Nolloth also turned out cloudy with occasional light showers so instead of 
sitting still I decided that we would move on to Hondeklipbaai as I wished to cover as large an area 
as I could. The following day was quite good so we went along the beachfront and while Will was 
painting a seascape, Molly, Lindsey, and I set off to see what was flying. 
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1977 September - Hondeklipbaai 

 
“It was definitely not as prolific as later in the season but there were a few C. perseus, C. pyroeis 
and Aloeides nollothi on the wing. 
 
“Next day we drove out to the 8 km mark where Will dropped us and then returned to the beach to 
do another painting.  Standing near the cattlegrid was a Landrover pickup and I immediately 
thought of Victor Pringle. Sure enough after checking to see what was on the wing, I walked 
across and met up with Ernest while Victor came along a short while later. 
 
“Unfortunately, I had left my detailed maps and literature in the tent, but he had Ordinance maps 
with him, so I was able to show him how to get to Wolfhok and arranged to call at his hotel a day 
or two later. 
 
“Even Molly commented on the fact that evidently November-December produces more insects 
than September but nevertheless there are more insects at the 8 km mark than anywhere else in 
Namaqualand. There were very few C. pan about but C. perseus and C. bamptoni along with 
Aloeides nollothi were plentiful. Only the odd C. pyroeis appears in this locality but a few C. 
felthami were on the wing. Very few skippers were flying but Stygionympha geraldi was more 
plentiful. 
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1977 September - Hondeklipbaai 

 
“The following day we set off for Garies and our first stop was just beyond the 18 km mark where 
last year Molly came across a good C. perseus area. Again, they were out in numbers so after 
taking a few we set off once more. My intention was to go via Soebatsfontein and look for likely 
looking areas so at the next turning on the left we headed towards Soebatsfontein. Almost five 
miles along  
this road we stopped near some sandy ridges on the left side.  
 
“After about half an hour search on a few sand koppies all I had seen on the very tops was a 
couple of P. pan and the odd skipper. Both the ladies were searching below on the slopes, and I 
returned to them, but they had not seen any Chrysoritis. We separated again for a further search 
and shortly after I was collecting the odd C. pan from the tops. Molly shouted to me to come 
across. 
 
“When I got to her, she and Lindsey were searching an area between the first and second ridge. 
She then showed me a pair of larger Chrysoritis which she had taken together and was in fact 
searching for another male which she had disturbed. I searched with them for a while but could not 
see anything, so I moved further along about 200 metres further. I came to a similar looking area, 
and I observed two large male Chrysoritis playing in the usual fashion. 
 
“Waiting my chance, I swiped them both as they came in line. They were both fresh and exactly 
the same as Molly’s first male and I knew that they were definitely not C. bamptoni. 
 
“Although I searched the area thoroughly for a few hours I failed to collect any more of the larger 
species. Coming back to the spot where I last picked up my two males, I did on one occasion 
observe a single male, but I just could not get near him. When I first approached him, he flew off 
and settled about 20 feet away but on my second approach he just left the area completely. 
 
“As it was then too late to continue any further, we returned to the Hondeklipbaai-Garies road and 
made straight for Garies. When I was sorting and putting the days catch in papers later that 
evening, I came across another female that Molly had picked up. Also, among the insects from the 
18 km mark I found two males which resembled the new insect. One of them was damaged and 
will not be of much use but the other specimen may prove useful. 
 
“Although I had at that time never collected or seen a fresh P. psyche, I had an idea that this 
insect was very similar. Checking on the photograph of a male belonging to Bill Teare confirmed 
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this and when I was talking to Ernest Pringle the next day, he suggested that it may be a C. 
bamptoni but I told him no, the insect is nearer to C. psyche than C. bamptoni. 
 
“At Wolfhok the following day we only collected three males and one female Chrysoritis sp. And 
from the underside and their large size I assumed that they must be the C. violescens type insect 
collected by Jeff Kaplan. Talking to Ernest and Victor later that evening, Ernest said that he had 
set one up and it looked just like a C. lysander. Certainly, my specimens look just the same as 
those collected by Graham on a previous trip.” (The specimen Ernest was talking about was 
probably a C. lysander as I later caught this species in the dry riverbed by the road at Wolfhok and 
not the new species that would be later described as C. kaplani). 
 
“I had a long chat with Victor and Ernest and was able to give them maps of localities which they 
may have been able to visit. As they were going to Kleinsee I asked them, if possible, to pay a visit 
to Mile 9 where Cottrell and I collected last year. I also asked them, if possible, to try and visit 
Oograbies as I was unable to go there because of the weather. They were going to return to 
Kamieskroon so perhaps they may have had time to visit the spot where we collected the P. 
psyche insect as I told them exactly how to get there. 
 
“One of the things I definitely had to try for was typical P. psyche as this is one of the few 
Chrysoritis missing from the collection, so we visited Bitterfontein next. It was not a particularly 
promising day being cloudy with a strong cold wind however by lunch time the sun began to get 
through and I managed to pick up a good series of males in fresh condition from a koppie 
overlooking Nuwerus alongside the National Road. 
 
“Molly did not have a good day as although they were flying on a rocky ridge where she had 
stationed herself, she just could not get hold of them. To make matters worse I walked over to 
have a word with her and managed to pick up a couple while I was there. 
 
“Comparing the two insects, typical psyche and the one flying near Hondeklipbaai, although near 
to each other there are several differences. On the forewing of the new insect the blue scaling 
comes right up to the first three spots, covers spots four and five and goes right up to the margin. 
Thus, the only orange on the forewing is between the first three spots and the margin. The orange 
scaling on the specimens we possess is much paler than typical P. psyche. 
 
“On the hindwing the solid blue goes right up to the discal spots not midway as in C. psyche. Due 
to a slightly different shaped hindwing the orange scaling between the blue sheen and the margin 
is much narrower and again much paler than P. psyche. The overall impression you get is that the 
blue sheen is deeper than P. psyche.  
 
“Regarding their flight habits all my typical P. psyche were caught on the tops of stony or gravel 
koppies, not on the slopes or flats.  All the new insects were caught in hollows between five sand 
ridges, not one was seen on the tops although every other insect in the area was flying on top of 
the ridges. In this respect they resemble C. trimeni but not C. bamptoni as although the area 
where I have collected most of my C. bamptoni is flattish, there are occasional small hillocks of 
sand, and you will always find males stationed there. I think this also applies to C. perseus and C. 
pan. With C. pan this insect can be found anywhere in a good season, but it is very partial to 
sheltered spots in tall vegetation on hill tops whereas C. perseus although to be found in tall 
vegetation on flat ground prefers open sandy areas in hollows in valleys not on top of the ridges. 
 
“After our day around Bitterfontein we next travelled to Springbok via Killian’s Pass as I thought 
the boys might like to see some fresh specimens of the small C. lysander insect which Victor said 
was flying there. All the information they gave me was that it was flying among tall vegetation. 
When we stopped at the top of the pass, I headed for the nearest koppie and looked for and found 
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exactly the same type of vegetation among which the Huis River Pass insect is found. This I am 
sure is a tall species of Aizoarceae which grows in large patches on rocky hillsides. 
 
“Moving amongst the tall plants I soon disturbed a male and then from a pure stand of the plant on 
the very summit I collected two females. After picking up a few males on the slopes, all taken on 
the sheltered side of patches of the plant. We left the area and headed for Soebatsfontein. 
 
“Just beyond Soebatsfontein we stopped to explore but the only Chrysoritis we saw was 
chrysantas. So, we continued on our way to Springbok, up the Wildeperdehoek Pass. This is a 
lovely area but by then it was too late in the day. 
 
“We spent most of the next morning shopping in Springbok but managed to make a quick trip to 
Steinkopf where we picked up a few more C. felthami dukei. The following day we set off for 
Pofadder and on to Johannesburg.” 

 

Namaqualand – October 1977 

  
In October 1977 Mike Picker (a friend from university), his sister and I set off in Mike’s car to 
Namaqualand.  Mike was obsessed with Nemopterids (also called spoonwings or thread-winged 
antlions) and the North-western Cape was one of the best places for them.  They are Neuroptera 
and are related to antlions but have elongated and spatulate hindwings. His sister had finished at 
university and was at a loose end, so decided to come along for the trip.  We drove down via 
Pofadder as we were fascinated to see this town – it was very unimpressive.  We camped at a 
caravan park at Springbok and the owner there told us we were a couple of weeks late for the 
local Nemopterids.  She said they had been there in their thousands, and they had to keep the 
windows closed to stop them getting into the house.  Mike still set up his generator and light to see 
if he could get some but without luck.   
 

 
Springbok Caravan Park 

 
We then headed down to Hondeklipbaai to see if we could catch some Chrysoritis and 
Nemopterids down there.  We camped by the side of the road about 18km out from Hondeklipbaai.  
We had borrowed Ivan’s 4-man tent and had a lot of space out of the wind.  We had to drive down 
to Hondeklipbaai to get water.   We followed the sign to the caravan park and found it was simply 
a square of red sand and the ablution block was just a couple of long drops and no taps.  There 
was a sign however stating that water was available from the police station, so we filled up there.  
The policeman showed us a huge water tank that collected water from the roof and said we could 
use that.  We had a look around the fishing harbour and found it very picturesque. 
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1977 October - Stephen Hondeklipbaai 

 
We collected along the coast at Hondeklipbaai and inland at the 18km spot and among other 
things I caught C. pan, C. perseus, C. bamptoni and C. pyroeis. 
 

 
1977 October - Mike Picker photographing at Hondeklipbaai 

 
We collected in the area a couple of days and decided to head back via Namibia.  We stopped at 
Killian’s Pass on the way, and I caught 5 female C. pan all of which were frequenting 
Mesembryanthemum (it was in flower). Whether they were attracted to the flowers or were actually 
laying on the plants I could not ascertain on the limited time at my disposal.  The area here on the 
pass was rocky and a completely different habitat to that occupied by the P. pan on the sand 
inland from Hondeklipbaai. 
 
We continued on and stopped at Vioolsdrif at the border to look for Colotis doubledayi but had no 
luck.   
 
We travelled a couple of hundred km into Namibia before taking the road east towards Upington.  
It was starting to get late, so we stopped and set up camp on the side of the road some 100 km 
from Upington.  As usual Mike set up his generator and light and hung his white sheet over the 
fence.  We let it run while we ate supper. 
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The sunset over the desert was awesome and I took a few photographs.  Mike was off with his net 
looking for the elusive nemopterids.  Mike had vanished and I saw something fluttering by the car 
at the edge of the light from the lamp.  I got my net and caught a perfect nemopterid.  I killed it and 
put it in a packet.  I showed it to Mike when he got back, and he was cross as he wanted one alive 
to do enzyme studies or something.  He had not mentioned this before.  Anyway, he now spent 
the rest of the evening patrolling the edge of the light from the lamp and a couple of hours later 
caught a nemopterid for himself.  He was now on top of the world. 
 

 
1977 Sunset over Namibia  

 
The next day we drove on through Upington and home.  I was in the lab the following day when I 
heard a commotion from Mike’s lab.  I went through to see what was going on.  It appeared Mike 
had opened up the container with his nemopterid and it had taken off like a bullet out of the 
window.  Everyone in his lab were laughing their heads off.  I could see Mike charging around the 
Phytotron with his net trying to find his lost specimen.  I gathered a net and went to help him, but 
we never saw it again. 

 
This concludes Part 2 of a three part series. To be continued in July’s newsletter.  
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Butterfly Evenings 
Bi-monthly Butterfly Evenings at Ruimsig Country Club are to be reinstated soon – details to follow 
shortly. 

This year’s LepSoc Africa Conference has been scheduled for Saturday 17 September, at Walter 
Sisulu Botanical Gardens, Roodepoort. Further details and a call for papers will be circulated in 
due course.  

 
LepSoc Africa Book Stock 
 
LepSoc Africa holds a considerable stock of 
Metamorphosis journals and also books, such as The 
Emperor Moths of Namibia by Rolf Oberprieler and The 
Butterflies of Zambia by A. Heath, M. Newport and D. 
Hancock. The above books are on sale for R150 and 
R175 respectively. 
Please order using the LSA Website 
(http://lepsocafrica.org/) as follows: 
 

From the Home page, select the Publications tab 
at the top of the page. 

Select Shop near the top-right of this page. 

Select what you wish to purchase from the numerous books and back-issues of 
Metamorphosis contained on this page. 

Select the Cart and Checkout tab at the top of the page. 

Once you are happy press Go to Checkout, select the delivery method that you require 
and Place Order! 

 

 
There is no “Focus On…” this month. 
 
Ian Bampton is still busy with an article – including anecdotes regarding his late father, Ivan – 
which will be published soon. 
 
Alf Curle is preparing a report on his various butterfly adventures and the development of the 
Curle Trust Collection, which hopefully will be ready for July’s newsletter.  

BOOKS 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

FOCUS ON… 
 

http://lepsocafrica.org/
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Torben Larsen’s The Butterflies of Botswana and their Natural 
History (Steve Collins, Jeremy Dobson and Mark Williams) 
 
This book has been produced from a manuscript prepared by 
the late Torben Larsen and is written in Torben’s inimitable style. 
All taxonomic details have been thoroughly updated and the 
book includes the latest English names for the 279 species 
recorded from Botswana. All profits – at least from the first print 
run – will be donated to LepSoc Africa. 
 
Torben’s manuscript was based on his findings over the years 
that that he lived in Botswana (1989-1992); he had pretty much 
completed the text in 2006. The manuscript was not illustrated however and there have been 
numerous taxonomic revisions in the interim period. Like many highly intelligent people, Torben 
could be very creative when it came to spelling and grammar: knocking this book into shape has 
been a considerable undertaking and I am very grateful for the assistance of my co-authors, 
especially Mark who has edited the text and helped me with the illustrations. To give the book a 
clean and elegant look, we have used a mix of set specimens (taken from Afrotropical Butterflies) 
and “cut-out” images of live butterflies. 
 
Due to demand, we have reprinted additional copies of the books, which may be ordered from me 
and are on sale for R650 for the regular soft cover or R950 for a hard-cover edition.  
 
Please contact Jeremy Dobson at jchdobson@gmail.com to order your copy.  

 
An Illustrated History of Butterflies of the Afrotropical Indian Ocean 
Islands (James Lawrence and Mark Williams) 
 

The Indian Ocean Islands off the coast of Africa contain 391 butterfly 
species, many of which are endemic to the region; this superb book is 
essential reading for anyone interested in African butterflies! 
 
The book is published by Siri Scientific Press and may be purchased 
online (in the UK) for £23.99. 
 
Subject to demand (a minimum of ten orders) James Lawrence will import 
further copies for distribution in South Africa. The final price is subject to 
postage and import charges but should be about R 600 or a little more. 
 
Please contact James Lawrence at phorbanta@gmail.com 

 
  

mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/jchdo/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2021/ABN%202021-3/phorbanta@gmail.com
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Mylothris (Haydon Warren-Gash) 
 
The Dotted Borders have been comprehensively revised - this is an 
essential book for any serious follower of African butterflies. Mark Williams 
says that it is a superb publication: clearly conceived and presented, with 
detailed explanations and motivations for the numerous taxonomic 
revisions.  
 
The book may be ordered online from NHBS in the UK, although Haydon 
has very generously discounted the price to R1 700 for LepSoc Africa 
members in South Africa, provided there is sufficient demand to justify 
importing another tranche. 
 
Please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com if you want a copy; you can 
pay me directly in Rand and I’ll reimburse Haydon in GBP. I’ll deliver to 
Gauteng residents and will make arrangements with buyers from other areas. 

 
Butterflies of the Levant (Dubi Benyamini) 
 
This is the first in a planned four-volume series, and covers three families: 
Swallowtails, Whites and Skippers. 
 
In addition to countless photographs, the work has drawn upon resources 
the world over and includes information regarding the day flying lepidoptera 
and their biology, not just within the Levant region but over a much wider 
area. 
 
I am “importing” five copies of this book, so please contact me at 
jchdobson@gmail.com if you want a copy. 

 
 
Moths of Africa – Volume 2 (Hermann Hacker) 
 
In February 2021 the second volume of the book-series Moths of 
Africa was published. The book is a review of the African Erebidae 
subfamilies Rivulinae, Hypeninae, Herminiinae and Hypenodinae. 
 
Compiled by Hermann Hacker, the book includes input from LepSoc 
Africa members Ralf Fiebig, Dirk Stadie and Hermann Staude. 
 
The book may be purchased for €165 and a few copies will be 
available from Hermann Staude. 
 

hermann-heinrich.hacker@t-online.de 

 
  

mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com
mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/user/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2021/ABN%202021-5/hermann-heinrich.hacker@t-online.de
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Field Guide to Butterflies of South Africa 
(Steve Woodhall) 
 
Fully revised, the new edition of Field Guide to Butterflies of South Africa 
features all of South Africa’s 671 butterfly species. This popular guide 
includes newly described species and subspecies, and the most recent 
taxonomic changes based on DNA studies. 

 
Butterflies of South Africa 

 

 
If you are looking for cabinets, someone I can recommend is Brendan 
McErlaine (082 446 5136). 
 
Olivier Houe (082 455 3356 or Olivier.houe@gmail.com) can be 
contacted for trays, traps, pins or other entomological supplies. 
 
David Horne has requested a spot in “Collectors Corner”. 
David’s business, “Mad Hornet Entomological Supplies”, carry a range 
of entomological equipment; David is interested to hear about what 
items are required by collectors and breeders, in order that he may 
procure supplies at reasonable prices and ensure ready availability. 
 
Mad HorneT Entomological Supplies (A product of Horne Technologies 
CC) 
www.madhornet.co.za 
ento@hornetechnologies.co.za 
 
076 563 2084 
 

  

COLLECTORS CORNER 

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.co.za/book/field-guide-butterflies-south-africa/9781775845874
mailto:Olivier.houe@gmail.com
http://www.madhornet.co.za/
mailto:ento@hornetechnologies.co.za
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English names for Afrotropical Butterflies (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
In April, the panel commenced with a review of Papilio - André and Bennie Coetzer have 
completed a list of English names for Papilio and Graphium. It’s fair to say that there are several 
differences of opinion regarding this! 
 
André, with justification I believe, considers that “Swallowtail” is a great name for European 
butterflies of the Papilio machaon group, but doesn’t sit well with many African Papilio, for example 
representatives of the P. echerioides and P. nireus species groups. Thomas Desloges, also with 
good reason, favours the retention of Swallowtail, on the basis that it is well known and in common 
usage. We intend to canvass opinion from other nature groups before we progress further with this 
genus. 
 
It's taken a while, but Peter Sharland has completed names for another large genus, Cymothoe 
(153 taxa). I believe Peter has done a great job and his list is included in this newsletter. Peter has 
subsequently volunteered for another large and difficult genus: Iolaus. 
 
A link to the current “approved” list is attached below. Note that these names are by no means 
final but have been “banked” to allow us to move on to other groups.  
   

English Names – Approved List March 2022 
 
There are 2412 taxa on the “Approved” list (no change from March), while a further 1995 (30,7%) 
taxa have been “Named”. “Named” only applies in instances where an entire genus has been 
completed – other names have no status.  
 
At the current rate of progress, I’d guess we will complete our list sometime in 2025. I’d like to post 
this list on the LSA website for a six-month period, during which comments or alternatives will be 
called for. All the alternative names must be accompanied by a brief motivation. 
 
The next stage will be publication of all the names for which alternatives have been submitted, 
along with their respective motivations. These names will be subjected to a vote by the entire 
LepSoc Africa membership - the incumbent name will be retained in the case of a tie. Depending 
on the number of “alternatives” received, I hope that we can publish our final list in 
Metamorphosis, early in 2026. 
 
The filling of Placeholder names is undertaken on a first come first served basis: the initial 
proposals take priority; in the case of SA Butterflies, the names in Steve Woodhall’s book, as the 
names currently in print, are the placeholders and are the names used in this newsletter. These 
names can only be changed by a democratic vote. All names that have at least one alternative 
proposal will be subjected to a vote.  
 
  

FEATURES 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/4xcxjok3z7nwug2/Approved%20list%20-%2025%20Feb%202022.pdf?dl=0
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OBJECTIVES 
 

1. To create a single, comprehensive and consistent list of English names for Afrotropical 
Papilionoidea; this list will be published in Metamorphosis, once it has been completed (this 
will only be in about 5-years’ time, unless I receive significant assistance). Afrotropical 
Butterflies includes most currently recognized English names, although these extend only to 
species level. More than 70% of African butterflies did not previously have English names. 

2. To create names that, where possible, assist recognition of butterflies among non-experts - 
in other words, most butterfly enthusiasts!  

3. It should be possible to insert the completed list seamlessly into a world-list of English 
butterfly names (we are merely writing the African chapter): the names need to take 
cognizance of butterfly names used elsewhere in the world. 

 
GUIDELINES 
 

1. If possible, names should assist with identification. Keys could include colour, pattern, size, 
shape, distribution, flight characteristics or behaviour.  

2. In line with the above, authors names or the name of the discoverer (which are recognised 
in the scientific name in any case), should be avoided, if possible. Annotation such as 
“Common” or the names of towns or cities should be used with discretion. Remember, that 
the names apply to the entire Afrotropical region; “Northern” is unlikely to be an apt name 
for a South African taxon, unless as a distinction between northern and southern 
subspecies. 

3. Names may not exceed 40 characters in length, including spaces or punctuation. Although 
not essential, by default, names should follow the structure of the scientific taxonomy: a 
name for the genus or group, a name for the species and, where applicable, a moniker to 
distinguish subspecies. Soutpansberg Emperor Swallowtail (Papilio ophidicephalus 
entabeni) for example.  

 
METHOD AND PROGRAM 

Phase 1 – Compilation of Placeholder list 
1. An initial checklist of “placeholders” will be compiled. This includes the latest, published 

English names (including, for SA taxa, those in Steve Woodhall’s new book), plus the 
suggested names that have been previously listed in ABN - the highlighted genera in the 
tables below. 

2. Everyone is welcome to compile lists of placeholder names, but please don’t re-do the 
names that have been listed already – that step relates to the review process (see Phase 2 
below). For consistency, entries must include names for each representative of an African 
genus. In instances where there is a current “placeholder”, the proposed name will be listed 
as an alternative proposal under your name. 

3. I have committed to “publishing” a full list of species within six genera in each edition of 
ABN. Names have been proposed for 180 genera so far, which means we have 149 still to 
go; about four years at the current rate. 
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Phase 2 – Review, revision and finalization of the list 
1. Once we have a full list of “placeholders” and alternative proposals, the review, approval or 

revision of names can commence. While we are unlikely to achieve consensus in all 
instances, the process will be as democratic as possible. Placeholder names should be 
changed if a) they are incorrect, misleading or do not follow the guidelines, or b) by 
replacement, by an alternative proposal, by a simple majority of votes by the accredited 
“Judges”; in the event of a tie, the existing Placeholder will remain. 

2. While this review process can commence at any time, it should probably only be concluded 
once all the names within a family - or at the very least, within a subfamily - have been 
completed. 

We will try and “finalize” a minimum of six genera every two months (one genus from each column 
in the table, below); this will take another four years, but if possible – and if I get assistance from 
enough people – I’m sure we can wrap this up much sooner.  
 
The highlighted genera have been “published”: (green in this newsletter and yellow in previous 
editions; those highlighted in grey have been “approved” already). 
 
There are currently 6499 taxa on the Afrotropical butterfly list, in 336 genera. 
 
We have “completed” proposed names for butterflies in 265 genera (78,9%). 
 
The proposed names listed in this edition of ABN are Cymothoe (153 taxa), Tuxentius (16 taxa), Torbenia 
(7 taxa), Evena (5 taxa), Monile (3 taxa) and Congdonia (single taxon).  
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GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT  GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT 

Charaxes Emperor 457  Precis Commodore 25 

Euphaedra Forester 353  Sevenia Tree Nymph 25 

Acraea Acraea 206  Hypolimnas Diadem 24 

Iolaus Sapphire 174  Mimeresia Harlequin 24 

Bebearia Small Forester 166  Pseudathyma False Sailer 24 

Mylothris Dotted Border 164  Appias Albatross 23 

Lepidochrysops Giant Cupid 158  Coeliades Policeman 23 

Papilio Swallowtail 157  Falcuna Marble 23 

Cymothoe Glider 153  Gorgyra Leaf Sitter  23 

Telchinia Amber 150  Metisella Sylph  23 

Bicyclus Bush Brown 125  Brakefieldia Patroller 22 

Anthene Ciliate Blue 107  Dixeia Small White 22 

Euriphene Nymph 107  Iridana Sapphire Gem 22 

Liptena Liptena 102  Capys Protea 21 

Colotis Tip 94  Neocoenyra Round Ringlet 21 

Neptis Sailer 94  Borbo Swift 20 

Apallaga Yellow Sprite 88  Ceratrichia Forest Sylph 20 

Pentila Spotted Buff 81  Cerautola Angled Flash 20 

Aloeides Russet 75  Cupidesthes Light Hairtail 20 

Ornipholidotos Glasswing 75  Eresina Tree Buff 20 

Heteropsis Low-eye 70  Geritola Light Flash 20 

Chrysoritis Opal 69  Kedestes Ranger 20 

Graphium Swordtail 67  Pseudonympha Brown 20 

Amauris Friar 66  Tetrarhanis On-off 20 

Belenois Caper White 65  Aphysoneura Bamboo Ringlet 19 

Pilodeudorix Blue Playboy 65  Stugeta Marbled Sapphire 19 

Neurellipes Zebra Hairtail 64  Eicochrysops Ash Blue 18 

Cephetola Dark Flash 55  Eresiomera Pearly 18 

Stempfferia Plain Flash 52  Ernsta Sandman 18 

Aslauga Purple 51  Euryphura Commander 18 

Pseudacraea False Acraea 51  Harpendyreus Mountain Blue 18 

Cigaritis Silverline 46  Leptotes Zebra Blue 18 

Aphnaeus Highflier 44  Thermoniphas Chalk Blue 18 

Euptera Pilot 44  Chloroselas Gem 17 

Telipna Telipna 39  Hewitsonia Tiger Flash 17 

Lachnocnema Woolly Legs 38  Paradeudorix Fairy Playboy 17 

Strabena High-eye 37  Andronymus Dart 16 

Deudorix Playboy 35  Artitropa Night-fighter 16 

Hypolycaena Fairy Hairstreak 35  Tuxentius Pie 16 

Thestor Skolly 35  Eretis Elf 15 

Micropentila Dots 34  Osmodes White-spots 15 

Alaena Zulu 33  Leptosia Spirit 14 

Abantis Paradise Skipper 32  Tarucus Pierrot 14 

Uranothauma Heart 32  Terias Grass Yellow 14 

Euchrysops Smoky Blue 31  Leptomyrina Black-eye 13 

Junonia Pansy 31  Meza Missile 13 

Pseudaletis Fantasy 31  Nepheronia Vagrant 13 

Triclema Small Hairtail 29  Palla Sentinel 13 

Axiocerses Scarlet 28  Perrotia Bamboo Dart 13 

Baliochila Mottled Buff 28  Stygionympha Hillside Brown 13 

Mimacraea Acraea Mimic 28  Willema Sylph  13 

Sarangesa Elfin 28  Gretna Twilight Skipper  12 

Celaenorrhinus Dark Sprite 27  Hypophytala Banded Flash 12 

Eagris Flat 27  Myrina Fig-tree Blue  12 

Platylesches Hopper 27  Orachrysops Cupid 12 

Ypthima Three-ring 26  Vanessa Admiral 12 

Afriodinia Judy 25  Caenides Recluse 11 
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GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT  GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT 

Nervia Painted Ranger 11  Byblia Joker 5 

Trimenia Silver-spotted Copper  11  Danaus Tiger 5 

Acleros Dusky Dart 10  Euploea Crow 5 

Cacyreus Bronze 10  Evena Pathfinder 5 

Colias Clouded Yellow 10  Gnophodes Evening Brown 5 

Eurytela Piper 10  Hovala Malagasy Yellow Sylph 5 

Leona Large Recluse  10  Libythea Snout 5 

Pteroteinon Red-eye  10  Melphinyet Forest Swift  5 

Azanus Babul Blue 9  Paronymus Large Dart  5 

Chondrolepis Snow-horned Skipper 9  Physcaeneura Webbed Ringlet 5 

Cooksonia Tiger Mimic  9  Pinacopteryx Zebra White 5 

Deloneura Large Buff 9  Pseudopontia Ghost 5 

Issoria Fritillary 9  Semalea Silky Skipper 5 

Lipaphnaeus Silver Speckle 9  Spalgis Apefly 5 

Oboronia Ginger Blue 9  Tirumala Monarch 5 

Oxylides False Head 9  Actizera Rayed Blue 4 

Scopulifera Orange Sprite 9  Agyllia Sandman 4 

Citrinophila Lemon Buff 8  Ampittia Ranger 4 

Durbania Rocksitter 8  Apaturopsis Empress 4 

Euliphyra Witch 8  Argyrocheila Fairy Buff 4 

Fulda Malagasy Hopper 8  Cassionympha Dull Brown 4 

Helna Dusky Buff 8  Cnodontes Plain Buff 4 

Neita Large Ringlet 8  Coenyropsis Lined Ringlet 4 

Obania Obania 8  Cupidopsis Meadow Blue 4 

Pardaleodes Trailblazer 8  Dapidodigma Virgin 4 

Protogoniomorpha Mother-of-Pearl 8  Dotta Spangled Ranger 4 

Tarsocera Spring Widow 8  Durbaniella Rocksitter 4 

Teriomima Yellow Buff 8  Epitola Pointed Flash 4 

Antanartia Admiral 7  Erikssonia Acraea Copper 4 

Ariadne Castor 7  Etesiolaus Green Sapphire 4 

Calleagris Milky Flat 7  Euthecta Small Buff 4 

Dingana Widow 7  Gegenes Dodger 4 

Hemiolaus Hairstreak 7  Haydonia Evening Brown 4 

Larinopoda Pierid Buff 7  Hewitola Pointed Flash 4 

Salamis Mother-of-Pearl 7  Hypomyrina Orange Playboy 4 

Serradinga Speckled Widow 7  Lissia Hermit 4 

Spialia Sandman 7  Lycaena Copper 4 

Syrmoptera False Head 7  Megalopalpus Harvester 4 

Teracolus Tip 7  Monza Grass Skipper  4 

Torbenia Glasswing 7  Neptidopsis False Sailer 4 

Zophopetes Palm Night-fighter 7  Ortholexis Scarce Sprite 4 

Argemma Forest Sylph 6  Paralethe Bush Beauty 4 

Chilades Jewel 6  Parasiomera Harlequin 4 

Dira Autumn Widow 6  Parnara Watchman 4 

Epitolina Dull Flash 6  Parosmodes Orange 4 

Fresna Acraea Hopper  6  Pseuderesia Harlequin 4 

Hypoleucis Oblique Skipper 6  Saribia Malagasy Judy 4 

Melphina Forest Swift 6  Teniorhinus Small Fox 4 

Paracleros Dusky Dart 6  Toxochitona Fluttering Buff 4 

Phalanta Leopard 6  Vanessula Lady’s Maid 4 

Phasis Arrowhead 6  Zeritis Checkered Gem 4 

Pontia Meadow White 6  Afrogegenes Dodger 3 

Tagiades Clouded Flat  6  Caprona Ragged Skipper 3 

Torynesis Veined Widow 6  Catopsilia Migrant 3 

Tsitana Sylph  6  Ceratricula Tufted Forest Sylph 3 

Astictopterus Dark Ranger 5  Coenyra Shadefly 3 

Aterica Glade Nymph 5  Crudaria Grey 3 
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GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT  GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT 

Cyrestis Map 3  Triskelionia Tricerate Elfin 2 

Eresinopsides Mottled Tree Buff 3  Xanthonymus Yellow Disc 2 

Euchloe Green-striped White 3  Zizeeria Grass Blue 2 

Flandria Forest Sylph 3  Aeropetes Mountain Pride 1 

Galerga Malagasy Sylph 3  Afrodryas Autumn-leaf Vagrant  1 

Gamia Grand Skipper 3  Ankola Red Disc 1 

Hallelesis Cream Ringlet 3  Argynnis Fritillary 1 

Harma Angular Glider 3  Argyraspodes Silver-spotted Copper 1 

Kakumia Ant Buff 3  Batelusia Zebra Flash 1 

Kallimoides African Leaf 3  Birabiro Jewel 1 

Leucochitonea White-cloaked Skipper  3  Calopieris Desert Beauty 1 

Malaza Underwing 3  Carcharodus Mallow Sandman 1 

Melitaea False Fritillary 3  Catochrysops Shiny Blue 1 

Mesoxantha Drury’s Delight 3  Cesa Gem 1 

Monile Jewelled Hairtail 3  Congdonia Plain Buff 1 

Phytala Giant Flash 3  Ducarmeia Evening Brown 1 

Pieris Cabbage White 3  Durbaniopsis Rocksitter 1 

Prosopalpus Dwarf Skipper 3  Erionota Banana Skipper 1 

Pseudonacaduba Lineblue 3  Euryphaedra Pointed Nymph 1 

Teratoneura Isabella 3  Gideona Pointed Tip 1 

Torbenlarsenia Swift 3  Gomalia Green-marbled Sandman  1 

Tylopaedia King Copper  3  Gyrogra Leaf Sitter  1 

Xanthodisca Yellow Disc 3  Hamanumida Guineafowl 1 

Zenonia Spotted Hopper 3  Herila Woodland Trailblazer 1 

Zintha Pierrot 3  Hipparchia Grayling 1 

Acada Axehead 2  Isoteinon Dark Ranger 1 

Aethiopana Acraea Flash 2  Katreus Giant Sprite 1 

Alenia Dancer 2  Kipepeo Jewel 1 

Bettonula Brown Sprite 2  Kumothales Congo Nymph 1 

Brephidium Pygmy Blue 2  Lampides Pea Blue 1 

Brusa Marbled Swift 2  Lepella Central Sylph 1 

Catacroptera Pirate 2  Mallika Jackson’s Leaf  1 

Cynandra Brilliant Nymph 2  Mashunoides Marsh Ringlet 1 

Elphinstonia Green-striped White 2  Moltena Strelitzia Night-fighter 1 

Elymnias Palmfly 2  Mopala Forest-path Skipper 1 

Eronia Vine-leaf Vagrant 2  Neoepitola Congo Flash 1 

Euryphurana Noble Commander 2  Netrobalane Buff-tipped Skipper  1 

Freyeria Jewel 2  Noctulana Brown Forest Swift 1 

Hollandus Pointed Trailblazer 2  Oraidium Dwarf Blue 1 

Kobelana Dark Flat 2  Pardopsis Polka Dot 1 

Lachnoptera Leopard 2  Pharmacophagus Swallowtail 1 

Lafron Sorrel Copper 2  Ploetzia Malagasy Night-fighter 1 

Lasiommata Wall Brown 2  Powellana Striped Flash 1 

Luthrodes Jewel 2  Pseudargynnis Leopard Nymph 1 

Mashuna Marsh Ringlet 2  Pseudoneaveia Congo Flash 1 

Melampias Boland Brown 2  Smerina Leopard 1 

Melanitis Evening Brown 2  Tumerepedes Nigerian Buff 1 

Neaveia Pierine Blue 2  Vansomerenia Savanna Gem 1 

Osphantes Lobed Skipper  2  Ypthimomorpha Three-ring 1 

Paternympha Small Ringlet 2  Zizina Clover Blue 1 

Pelopidas Branded Swift 2  Zizula Gaika Blue 1 

Procampta Dark Elf 2    6499 

Pseudoneptis False Sailer 2     
Ptelina Bordered Buff 2     
Pyrrhochalcia Policeman 2     
Rhabdomantis Large Fox 2     
Tekliades Policeman 2     
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ENGLISH NAME FULL SCIENTIFIC NAME AUTHOR 

Dark Jewelled Hairtail Monile gemmifera gemmifera  (Neave, 1910) 

Western Dark Jewelled Hairtail Monile gemmifera maculata  Libert, 2010 

Light Jewelled Hairtail Monile kimboza  (Kielland, 1990) 

White Pie Tuxentius calice  (Hopffer, 1855) 

Forest Pie Tuxentius carana carana (Hewitson, [1876]) 

Western Forest Pie Tuxentius carana kontu (Karsch, 1893) 

Savanna Pie Tuxentius cretosus cretosus (Butler, 1876) 

Somalia Savanna Pie Tuxentius cretosus lactinatus (Butler, 1886) 

Western Savanna Pie Tuxentius cretosus nodieri (Oberthür, 1883) 

Kenya Savanna Pie Tuxentius cretosus usemia (Neave, 1904) 

Mountain Pie Tuxentius ertli  (Aurivillius, 1906) 

Arabian Pie Tuxentius gabrieli  Bálint, 1999 

Bondoni Pie Tuxentius gregorii  (Butler, 1895) 

Richtersveld Pie Tuxentius hesperis  (Vári, 1976) 

Abyssinian Pie Tuxentius kaffana  (Talbot, 1935) 

River Pie Tuxentius margaritaceus  (Sharpe, 1892) 

Griqua Black Pie Tuxentius melaena griqua (Trimen, 1887) 

Black Pie Tuxentius melaena melaena (Trimen, 1887) 

Tanzania Pie Tuxentius stempfferi  (Kielland, 1976) 

Colin's Plain Buff Congdonia duplex  Henning & Henning, 2004 

Gabon Glasswing Torbenia aurivilliusi  (Stempffer, 1967) 

Torben's Glasswing Torbenia larseni  (Stempffer, 1969) 

Cross River Glasswing Torbenia persimilis  Libert, 2001 

Eastern Cameroon Glasswing Torbenia stempfferi cuypersi Libert, 2005 

Coastal Cameroon Glasswing Torbenia stempfferi littoralis Libert, 2005 

Cameroon Glasswing Torbenia stempfferi stempfferi (Collins & Larsen, 2000) 

Okomu Glasswing Torbenia wojtusiaki  Libert, 2001 

Large Pathfinder Evena angustatum  (Felder & Felder, [1867]) 

Common Pathfinder Evena crithea  (Drury, 1773) 

Small Pathfinder Evena niji  Fox, 1965 

Pointed Pathfinder Evena oberthueri  Karsch, 1894 

Tanzania Pathfinder Evena sikorana  Rogenhofer, 1889 

Sierra Leone Yellow Glider Cymothoe adela  Staudinger, 1890 

Western Battling Glider Cymothoe alcimeda alcimeda (Godart, [1824]) 

Amatola Battling Glider Cymothoe alcimeda clarki Stevenson, 1940 

Mpumalanga Battling Glider Cymothoe alcimeda marieps Rydon, 1994 

Zimbabwe Battling Glider Cymothoe alcimeda rhodesiae Stevenson, 1934 

Limpopo Battling Glider Cymothoe alcimeda transvaalica Rydon, 1994 

Eastern Battling Glider Cymothoe alcimeda trimeni Aurivillius, [1912] 

Western Glider Cymothoe althea althea (Cramer, [1776]) 

Nigerian Western Glider Cymothoe althea bobi Collins & Larsen, 2000 

Cameroon Mountaiin Glider Cymothoe alticola  Libert & Collins, 1997 

Western Blonde Glider Cymothoe altisidora  (Hewitson, [1869]) 

Usambara Glider Cymothoe amaniensis  Rydon, 1980 

Gulf Blonde Glider Cymothoe amenides  (Hewitson, 1874) 

Angled Blonde Glider Cymothoe angulifascia  Aurivillius, 1897 

White-spot Red Glider Cymothoe anitorgis  (Hewitson, [1874]) 

Nigerian Orange-red Glider Cymothoe aramis aramis (Hewitson, [1865]) 

Congo Orange-red Gliider Cymothoe aramis schoutedeni Overlaet, 1952 

Central Red Glider Cymothoe arcuata  Overlaet, 1945 

Western Yellow Glider Cymothoe aubergeri  Plantrou, 1977 

Tanzania Battling Glider Cymothoe aurivillii aurivillii Staudinger, 1899 

Uluguru Battling Glider Cymothoe aurivillii handeni Rydon, 1996 

Udzungwa Battling Glider Cymothoe aurivillii latifasciata Rydon, 1996 

Nguru Battling Glider Cymothoe aurivillii nguru Rydon, 1996 

Rubeho Battling Glider Cymothoe aurivillii tenuifasciae Rydon, 1996 

Namuli Battling Glider Cymothoe baylissi baylissi van Velzen et al., 2016 
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Inago Battling Glider Cymothoe baylissi monicae van Velzen et al., 2016 

Mabu Battling Glider Cymothoe baylissi poppyana van Velzen et al., 2016 

Spotted Orange-yellow Glider Cymothoe beckeri beckeri (Herrich-Schaeffer, 1858) 

Central Orange-yellow Glider Cymothoe beckeri theodosia Staudinger, 1890 

Kivu Glider Cymothoe bouyeri  Vande weghe, 2011 

Common Glider Cymothoe caenis  (Drury, 1773) 

Golden Glider Cymothoe capella  (Ward, 1871) 

Congo Blonde Glider Cymothoe caprina caprina Aurivillius, 1897 

Cameroon Blonde Glider Cymothoe caprina claireae Oremans, 2008 

Common Red Glider Cymothoe coccinata coccinata (Hewitson, [1874]) 

Congo Red Glider Cymothoe coccinata vrydaghi Overlaet, 1944 

Congo Tan Glider Cymothoe collarti collarti Overlaet, 1942 

Nyungwe Tan Glider Cymothoe collarti werneri Beaurain, 1984 

Kilimanjaro Glider Cymothoe collinsi  Rydon, 1980 

Sassa Lurid Glider Cymothoe colmanti  Aurivillius, 1898 

Eastern Common Yellow Glider Cymothoe confusa  Aurivillius, 1887 

Cream Glider Cymothoe consanguis  Aurivillius, 1896 

Coastal Blonde Glider Cymothoe coranus coranus Grose-Smith, 1889 

Malawi Blonde Glider Cymothoe coranus dowsetti Beaurain, 1988 

Tanzania Blonde Glider Cymothoe coranus kiellandi Beaurain, 1988 

Mulanje Blonde Glider Cymothoe coranus murphyi Beaurain, 1988 

Zambian Pied Glider Cymothoe cottrelli cottrelli Rydon, 1980 

Livingstone Pied Glider Cymothoe cottrelli livingstonensis Darge, 2006 

Njombe Pied Glider Cymothoe cottrelli njombe Rydon, 1996 

Cameroon Red Glider Cymothoe crocea  Schultze, 1917 

Banded Lurid Glider Cymothoe cyclades  (Ward, 1871) 

Distinct Red Glider Cymothoe distincta distincta Overlaet, 1944 

Kivu Red Glider Cymothoe distincta kivuensis Overlaet, 1952 

Western Common Glider Cymothoe druryi  van Velzen & Larsen, 2009 

Eastern Malagasy Glider Cymothoe dujardini  Viette, 1971 

Western Common Yellow Glider Cymothoe egesta  (Cramer, [1775]) 

Central Congo Cream Gider Cymothoe eris capellides Holland, 1920 

Southern Congo Cream Glider Cymothoe eris eris Aurivillius, 1896 

Sankuru Cream Glider Cymothoe eris sankuruana Overlaet, 1952 

Sierra Leone Blood-red Glider Cymothoe euthalioides albomarginata Neustetter, 1921 

Cameroon Blood-red Glider Cymothoe euthalioides euthalioides Kirby, 1889 

Kapanga Scalloped Red Glider Cymothoe excelsa deltoides Overlaet, 1944 

Scalloped Red Glider Cymothoe excelsa excelsa Neustetter, 1912 

Congo Scalloped Red Glider Cymothoe excelsa regisleopoldi Overlaet, 1944 

Etoumbi Yellow Glider Cymothoe fontainei debauchei Overlaet, 1952 

Congo Yellow Glider Cymothoe fontainei fontainei Overlaet, 1952 

Eastern Scalloped Yellow Glider Cymothoe fumana balluca Fox & Howarth, 1968 

Western Scalloped Yellow Glider Cymothoe fumana fumana (Westwood, [1850]) 

Nigerian Scalloped Yellow Glider Cymothoe fumana royi Pyrcz & Sáfián, 2018 

Sibiti Scalloped Yellow Glider Cymothoe fumana villiersi Fox, 1968 

Cross River Red Glider Cymothoe haimodia  (Grose-Smith, 1887) 

Cameroon Orange-yellow Glider Cymothoe harmilla harmilla (Hewitson, 1874) 

Molundu Orange-yellow Glider Cymothoe harmilla kraepelini Schultze, 1912 

Kivu Orange-yellow Glider Cymothoe harmilla micans Bouyer & Joly, 1995 

Sierre Leone Red Glider Cymothoe hartigi hartigi Belcastro, 1990 

Ivory Coast Red Glider Cymothoe hartigi vanessae Warren-Gash, 2003 

Central Scalloped Yellow Glider Cymothoe haynae diphyia Karsch, 1894 

Kouilou Scalloped Yellow Glider Cymothoe haynae fumosa Staudinger, 1896 

Congo Scalloped Yellow Glider Cymothoe haynae haynae Dewitz, 1887 

Cameroon Scalloped Yellow Glider Cymothoe haynae superba Aurivillius, [1899] 

Kasai Scalloped Yellow Glider Cymothoe haynae vosiana Overlaet, 1942 

Small Scalloped Glider Cymothoe heliada heliada (Hewitson, 1874) 

Sankuru Small Scalloped Glider Cymothoe heliada liberatorum Overlaet, 1952 
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Nyungwe Small Scalloped Glider Cymothoe heliada monforti Oremans, 2008 

Lomami Small Scalloped Glider Cymothoe heliada mutshindji Overlaet, 1940 

Western Pied Glider Cymothoe herminia gongoa Fox, 1965 

Central Pied Glider Cymothoe herminia herminia (Grose-Smith, 1887) 

Uganda Pied Glider Cymothoe herminia johnstoni (Butler, 1902) 

Southern Pied Glider Cymothoe herminia katshokwe Overlaet, 1940 

Oban Lurid Glider Cymothoe hesiodina  Schultze, 1908 

Congo Lurid Glider Cymothoe hesiodotus clarior Overlaet, 1952 

Gabon Lurid Glider Cymothoe hesiodotus hesiodotus Staudinger, 1890 

Nigerian Lurid Glider Cymothoe hesiodotus nigeriensis Overlaet, 1952 

Congo Blood Red Glider Cymothoe hobarti candidata Overlaet, 1954 

Eastern Blood Red Glider Cymothoe hobarti hobarti Butler, 1900 

Tanzania Blood Red Glider Cymothoe hobarti lactanganyikae Collins, 1990 

Equatorial Blood Red Glider Cymothoe hobarti mwamikazi Overlaet, 1952 

Kivu Common Glider Cymothoe howarthi  Rydon, 1981 

Western Creamy Yellow Glider Cymothoe hyarbita hyarbita (Hewitson, [1866]) 

Eastern Creamy Yellow Glider Cymothoe hyarbita hyarbitina Aurivillius, 1897 

Large Lurid Glider Cymothoe hypatha hypatha (Hewitson, [1866]) 

Okomu Lurid Glider Cymothoe hypatha okomu Hecq & Larsen, 1997 

Kalinzu Indamora Glider Cymothoe indamora amorinda van Someren, 1939 

Bioko Indamora Glider Cymothoe indamora canui Beaurain, 1985 

Indamora Glider Cymothoe indamora indamora (Hewitson, [1866]) 

Isiro Common Glider Cymothoe isiro  Rydon, 1981 

Cameroon Pied Glider Cymothoe jodutta ciceronis (Ward, 1871) 

Mukenge Pied Glider Cymothoe jodutta ehmckei Dewitz, 1887 

Jodutta Pied Glider Cymothoe jodutta jodutta (Westwood, [1850]) 

Congo Pied Glider Cymothoe jodutta mostinckxi Overlaet, 1952 

Northern Malagasy Glider Cymothoe lambertoni  Oberthür, 1923 

Familiar Fiery Glider Cymothoe lucasii binotorum Darge, 1985 

Sankuru Fiery Glider Cymothoe lucasii cloetensi Seeldrayers, 1896 

Fiery Glider Cymothoe lucasii lucasii (Doumet, 1859) 

Brazzaville Fiery Glider Cymothoe lucasii minigorum Darge, 1985 

Tanzania Lurid Glider Cymothoe lurida azumai Carcasson, 1964 

Uganda Lurid Glider Cymothoe lurida butleri Grünberg, 1908 

Central Lurid Glider Cymothoe lurida centralis Overlaet, 1952 

Cameroon Lurid Glider Cymothoe lurida hesione Weymer, 1907 

Lurid Glider Cymothoe lurida lurida (Butler, 1871) 

Bioko Lurid Glider Cymothoe lurida sublurida Fruhstorfer, 1903 

Gloomy Lurid Glider Cymothoe lurida tristis Overlaet, 1952 

Western Red Glider Cymothoe mabillei  Overlaet, 1944 

Usambara Battling Glider Cymothoe magambae magambae Rydon, 1980 

South Pare Battling Glider Cymothoe magambae pareensis Rydon, 1996 

Great Blood-red Glider Cymothoe magnus  Joicey & Talbot, 1928 

Barombi Common Yellow Glider Cymothoe megaesta  Staudinger, 1890 

Mulanje Battling Glider Cymothoe melanjae  Bethune-Baker, 1926 

Kisangani Red Glider Cymothoe meridionalis ghesquierei Overlaet, 1944 

Southern Congo Red Glider Cymothoe meridionalis meridionalis Overlaet, 1944 

Ochraceous Glider Cymothoe ochreata  Grose-Smith, 1890 

Fernando Striped Glider Cymothoe oemilius fernandina Hall, 1929 

Striped Glider Cymothoe oemilius oemilius (Doumet, 1859) 

Elegant Red Glider Cymothoe ogova  (Plötz, 1880) 

Congo Yellow-banded Glider Cymothoe orphnina orphnina Karsch, 1894 

Cameroon Yellow-banded Glider Cymothoe orphnina suavis Schultze, 1913 

Bioko Yellow Glider Cymothoe owassae  Schultze, 1916 

Cameroon Orange Glider Cymothoe preussi  Staudinger, 1889 

Moloundou Glider Cymothoe radialis  Gaede, 1916 

Dzanga Red Glider Cymothoe reginaeelisabethae belgarum Overlaet, 1952 



61 
 

Ituri Red Glider 
Cymothoe reginaeelisabethae 
reginaeelisabethae Holland, 1920 

Western Creamy-orange Glider Cymothoe reinholdi reinholdi (Plötz, 1880) 

Eastern Creamy-orange Glider Cymothoe reinholdi vitalis Rebel, 1914 

Southern Blood-red Glider Cymothoe sangaris luluana Overlaet, 1945 

Western Blood-red Glider Cymothoe sangaris sangaris (Godart, [1824]) 

Southern Congo Glider Cymothoe sassiana intermedia Neustetter, 1912 

Northern Congo Glider Cymothoe sassiana sassiana Schouteden, 1912 

Teita Glider Cymothoe teita  van Someren, 1939 

Vumba Glider Cymothoe vumbui  Bethune-Baker, 1926 

Mulatta Pied Glider Cymothoe weymeri mulatta Belcastro, 1990 

Eastern Pied Glider Cymothoe weymeri weymeri Suffert, 1904 

Pearl-coloured Pied Glider Cymothoe zenkeri  Richelmann, 1913 

Zomba Battling Glider Cymothoe zombana  Bethune-Baker, 1926 

 
 

Butterfly surveys of South African Botanical Gardens 
 
LepSoc Africa are undertaking monthly butterfly-surveys of some of our National Botanical 
Gardens. Dave Edge is monitoring the Garden Route Botanical Garden in George, Graham 
Henning is looking at the Harold Porter Gardens at Betty’s Bay, Fanie Rautenbach is covering 
Kirstenbosch, Adrian Armstrong is looking after KZN, Pietermaritzburg, Christopher Willis monitors 
Lowveld Botanical Gardens, Nelspruit (Mbombela) and Lourens Erasmus and I are responsible for 
Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens (WSBG) in Roodepoort. 
 
We aim to visit the gardens once a month - at least during the summer months - and produce 
detailed butterfly lists. The habitat condition in the gardens is relatively controlled and constant and 
we will perform the same butterfly-walks on each visit; in addition, the surveys will only be 
undertaken on days when favourable weather conditions are present. As a result, in parallel with 
the Butterfly Index, we will hopefully compile valuable data and monitor trends in butterfly-
abundance over the following months and years. 
 
The annual reports will relate to the butterfly season rather than the calendar, so our records are 
compiled from 01 July to 30 June (this also matches the annual provincial data submissions); a 
summary of activities in the last two months is included below: 
 
George (Dave Edge) 
 
The Garden Route Botanical Garden had an historical checklist of 53 butterflies, to which Dave 
has added Common Zebra Blue (Leptotes pirithous pirithous) and Cabbage White (Pieris 
brassicae). 
 
Dave visited the gardens on 3 March and 28 April and recorded 12 and 7 species respectively; the 
butterfly abundance in the Southern Cape is showing signs of dropping off as winter approaches. 
 
The most common butterflies were Water Bronze (Cacyreus fracta fracta), Rainforest Dull Brown 
(Cassionympha cassius) and African Grass Blue (Zizeeria knysna).  
 
Harold Porter (Graham Henning) 
 
The butterfly checklist for Harold Porter has more than doubled, from 27 to 45 butterflies, as a 
result of Graham’s surveys. Of the 27 butterflies on the original list, only Mountain Skolly (Thestor 
montanus), and African Clouded Yellow (Colias electo electo) have not been recorded to date.  
 



62 
 

During the current reporting period, Graham visited Harold Porter on 26 March and 12 April and 
recorded 17 and 14 species respectively. 
 
By far the most common butterfly during the April survey was Cape Autumn Widow (Dira clytus 
clytus). 
 
Kirstenbosch (Fanie Rautenbach) 
 
The Kirstenbosch butterfly checklist stands at 38 taxa, of which Fanie has recorded 18 species 
(47.4%) to date.  
 
During the current reporting period, Fanie visited Kirstenbosch on 5 March (16 species) and 2 April 
(14 species). Several butterflies were seen on both visits, including Water Opal (Chrysoritis 
palmus palmus), Garden Acraea (Acraea horta) and Eastern Dotted Border (Mylothris agathina 
agathina). 
 
KwaZulu-Natal Botanical Garden (Adrian Armstrong) 
  
Currently, KZN has the largest butterfly checklist for any of our Botanical Gardens at 129 species. 
 
Adrian Armstrong or his assistants, visited KZN on 29 March and 27 April. They recorded 31 
species during March’s visit and 22 in April. Six butterflies have been recorded from every KZN 
survey to date: White Pearl Emperor (Charaxes varanes varanes), African Plain Tiger / African 
Monarch (Danaus chrysippus orientis), Brown Pansy (Junonia natalica natalica), Southern Mocker 
Swallowtail (Papilio dardanus cenea), Southern Narrow Green-banded Swallowtail (Papilio nireus 
lyaeus) and African Migrant (Catopsilia florella). 
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Lowveld (Christopher Willis) 
 
The checklist for Lowveld now stands at 127 butterfly species. 
 
Christopher visited Lowveld on 13 March and recorded 41 species, including Tailed Black-eye 
(Leptomyrina hirundo). He returned on 15 April and recorded 50 species, which is the highest daily 
count for any of the National Botanical Gardens surveys to date. Noteworthy butterflies from April’s 
visit included Eastern Boisduval's False Acraea (Pseudacraea boisduvalii trimenii) and Common 
Evening Brown (Melanitis leda). 
 

 
 
 
  

Dancing Amber 
Telchinia serena 

Lowveld, Mpumalanga 
Christopher Willis 

Eastern False Chief 
Pseudacraea lucretia expansa 

Lowveld, Mpumalanga 
Christopher Willis 

Window Acraea 
Acraea oncaea 

Lowveld, Mpumalanga 
Christopher Willis 

Golden Piper 
Eurytela dryope angulata 

Lowveld, Mpumalanga 
Christopher Willis 

Southern White-barred Emperor 
Charaxes brutus natalensis 

Lowveld, Mpumalanga 
Christopher Willis 

African Grass Yellow 
Terias floricola floricola 
Lowveld, Mpumalanga 

Christopher Willis 
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Walter Sisulu (Jeremy Dobson and Lourens Erasmus) 
 
The checklist for Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens currently stands at 113 species. 
 
Lourens Erasmus visited WSBG on 30 March and 15 April. He recorded 30 species of butterfly 
during March’s survey and 34 in April. 
 
A fairly unusual record from April’s visit was Orange Pearl-spotted Princess (Charaxes jahlusa 
rex), which is not a common butterfly in the Johannesburg area. 
 

 

Progress is being tracked graphically, using the same principles adopted in the Butterfly Index 
(refer to the following article). Initially, I used “Biome Factors” to compensate for regional butterfly 
abundance at the various Gardens, but these have subsequently been changed to “Locality 
Factors”, which relate to the number of butterflies recorded from the Garden under consideration. 

The number of species observed during the course of a single day’s visit is converted to an 
Abundance Index (Ax) using the following formula: 

Ax = 1+ (n / (10 * LF)) 1/1.5 

Where “n” is the number of species observed and “LF” is a locality factor, obtained from the 
following table: 

GARDEN CHECKLIST FACTOR (LF) 

George 55 34% 

Harold Porter 45 28% 

Kirstenbosch 38 24% 

KwaZulu-Natal 129 81% 

Lowveld 127 79% 

Walter Sisulu 113 71% 

 
These locality factors will change, as we acquire more data, but the idea is to compare relative 
butterfly abundance at our National Butterfly Gardens on a like-for-like basis. 
 
Records for the 2021 – 2022 season are indicated below:  
 
 
 

 

Striped Policeman 
Coeliades forestan forestan 

WSBG, Gauteng 
Lourens Erasmus 

Brown Playboy 
Deudorix antalus 
WSBG, Gauteng 
Lourens Erasmus 

Garden Acraea 
Acraea horta 

WSBG, Gauteng 
Lourens Erasmus 
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Average indexes since the commencement of butterfly-monitoring of the National Botanical 
Gardens. So far, average scores for the 2021 – 2022 season have been slightly lower than the 
previous season. 

 

 

  

n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax n Ax

George 7 2,6 0 1 1 1,4 0 1 10 3 0 1 1 12 3,3 12 3,3 7 2,6

Harold Porter 3 2 1 1,5 5 2,5 19 4,6 7 2,8 10 3,3 1 13 3,8 17 4,3 14 3,9

Kirstenbosch 3 2,2 0 0 6 2,9 10 3,6 8 3,2 0 1 10 3,6 13 4,1 16 4,6 14 4,3

KwaZulu-Natal 11 2,2 22 2,9 31 3,4 22 2,9

Lowveld 0 0 37 3,8 41 4 34 3,6 0 1 0 1 1 36 3,7 41 4 50 4,4

Walter Sisulu 8 2,1 23 3,2 28 3,5 29 3,6 0 1 31 3,7 40 4,2 37 4 30 3,6 34 3,9

Mar Apr May Jun

2021 - 2022 SEASON
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Butterfly Index (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
The Butterfly Index is tracking trends of butterfly abundance in South Africa, post January 2018. 
Supplementing this project, LepSoc Africa are conducting butterfly-surveys of several National 
Botanical Gardens, which is incorporated into the Butterfly Index data. 
 
We have now completed four years of butterfly surveys - a graph indicating a summary of records 
is indicated below. No real trends have emerged yet, other than that butterfly abundance in the 
summer months is significantly less than an assumed “ideal” whereas in winter numbers are 
generally higher! 2022 (the pale green line on the graph below), has got off to a reasonable start. 
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For the Butterfly Index, I require the number of species seen at a single locality in a single day. If 
your survey is superficial (less than 1-hour in duration) or based on observations from a suburban 
garden or a farm, please let me know and I’ll multiply the number obtained by 1.5. 
 
Steve Woodhall’s Butterfly App is a great way of saving butterfly checklists. It will hopefully soon 
be possible to export these lists directly to LepiBase; data submission will be a key requirement of 
the new permitting system.  
 
For information, the Abundance Index (Ax) is calculated using the following formula, where n 
represents the species-count from a site and F is the relevant percentage factor from the Biome or 
Locality table: 

Ax = 1+ (n / (10 * F)) 1/1.5 

Biome factors (Fb) are indicated in the table below. In instances where records are obtained from 
a locality with an established checklist, Locality factors (Fl) are used instead. 
 

 
 
Methodology  
 
1/. Each Province receives a monthly rating between, which will be more than 1 (Very Poor) and is 
unlikely to exceed 5 (Excellent). Lesotho and Swaziland are included as Provinces. 
 
2/. The rating is based on the highest recorded individual monthly species-count within the 
province under consideration. The numbers are based on representatives of the Papilionoidea 
superfamily (traditional butterflies). 
 
3/. In instances where data is acquired from several biomes within a single Province, the highest 
rating will be used.  
 
Annual prizes will be awarded to the most active provincial representatives! 
 
  

Lowveld 

Savanna or 

Forest (L.S.)

Highveld 

Savanna 

(H.S)

Highveld 

Grassland 

(H.G.)

Arid Savanna 

(A.S)

Karoo (K) Fynbos (F) Afromontane 

Forest (A.F.)

5 Excellent >79 >59 >39 >27 >19 >20 >59

4 Good 52 to 79 39 to 59 26 to 39 19 to 27 13 to 19 13 to 20 39 to 59

3 Average 29 to 51 21 to 38 15 to 25 10 to 18 8 to 12 8 to 12 21 to 38

2 Poor 10 to 28 7 to 21 5 to 14 4 to 9 3 to 7 3 to 7 7 to 21

1 Very Poor ≤9 ≤7 ≤4 ≤3 ≤2 ≤2 ≤7

0 No Data

NUMBER OF SPECIES RECORDED FROM A SINGLE LOCALITY IN A SINGLE DAY

BIOMEABUNDANCE 

INDEX



68 
 

Objectives 
 
1/. To monitor long term trends in butterfly abundance throughout South Africa 
2/. To compare seasonal and annual abundance indexes  
3/. To compare current butterfly-counts with historical benchmarks 
 
Data – March and April: 
 

 
 
LF refers to Locality Factor; other abbreviations are as per the Abundance Factor table. 
 
Summarized Butterfly Index Data – 2022: 
 

   

Index Score Locality Biome Observer Index Score Locality Biome Observer

Gauteng 3,6 30 WSBG LF Lourens Erasmus 3,9 34 WSBG LF Lourens Erasmus

KwaZulu-Natal 4,0 53 Krantzkloof NR L.S. Mark Liptrot 3,0 22 KZN BG LF Adrian Armstrong

Limpopo 0 3,6 30 Thabazimbi H.S. Jeremy Dobson

Mpumalanga 4,7 53 Loding LF Jeremy Dobson 4,4 50 Lowveld BG LF Christopher Willis

Western Cape 4,6 16 Kirstenbosh LF Fanie Rautenbach 4,3 14 Kirstenbosh LF Fanie Rautenbach

Eastern Cape 3,6 42 Chintsa East L.S. Peter Ward 0

Northern Cape 0 0

Southern Cape 3,3 12 George BG LF Dave Edge 2,6 7 George BG LF Dave Edge

North West 0 0

Free State 0 0

Lesotho 0 0

Swaziland 0 0

PROVINCE

2022

MAR APR

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Gauteng 4,2 4,2 3,6 3,9

KwaZulu-Natal 3,2 3,4 4,0 3,0

Limpopo 3,9 4,8 0 3,6

Mpumalanga 0 3,7 4,7 4,4

Western Cape 5,1 0 4,6 4,3

Eastern Cape 0 3,7 3,6 0

Northern Cape 0 0 0 0

Southern Cape 0 0 3,3 2,6

North West 0 3,8 0 0

Free State 0 3,3 0 0

Lesotho 3,6 0 0 0

Swaziland 0 0 0 0

PROVINCE
2022 - SUMMARY
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LepiMAP (Les Underhill)  
 
LepiMAP is helping to build up-to-date distribution maps for the butterflies and moths of Africa. 
These maps are critically important for conservation management and priority setting. Without 
good distribution maps, species conservation is largely guesswork. You can make your 
photography count for conservation by uploading your photos into the Virtual Museum. 
  

http://thebdi.org/2019/07/02/virtual-museum-open-for-refreshments/ 
 

Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity (BED) (Jonathan Colville) 
 
The Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity project (BED) is a three-year research enterprise led by 
SANBI. The BED project seeks to map patterns of evolutionary diversity for butterflies across 
South African landscapes. It aims, through collecting DNA samples of all South African butterfly 
species, to identify areas not only of high butterfly species richness and conservation concern, but 
also areas of high evolutionary importance. LepSoc Africa will be the main collecting agency for 
this project, which will also provide the phylogenetic analyses to enable us to resolve a number of 
taxonomic issues. 
 
Everyone can assist with this project: for further information, go to:  
 

http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/ 

 
Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG) (Hermann Staude) 
 
The third volume of the CRG results has been published in Metamorphosis: Volume 31 / 3. 
 
Anybody wishing to join, please refer to the LepSoc Africa website for details 
(http://www.lepsoc.org.za/) or visit the Facebook page  
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/ 
 

 
COREL 
 
Custodians of Rare and Endangered Lepidoptera (COREL) is a joint LepSoc Africa–Brenton Blue 
Trust project to secure the survival of our threatened butterfly and moth species. 
 
If you would like to assist COREL in any capacity, please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com 
A link to the latest COREL guidelines is attached below: 
 

COREL - Structure and guidelines 
  

CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH 

 

http://thebdi.org/2019/07/02/virtual-museum-open-for-refreshments/
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/
file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/jchdobson@gmail.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/dhewypd72x322la/Reorganisation%20of%20the%20COREL%20programme.pdf?dl=0
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Thestor Project (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
As noted in January’s newsletter, barcodes (typically from, or near, type localities) have been 
obtained for the following taxa: 
 
Thestor brachycerus dukei, Thestor camdeboo, Thestor dicksoni dicksoni, Thestor dicksoni 
malagas, Thestor dicksoni warreni, Thestor holmesi, Thestor kaplani, Thestor penningtoni, Thestor 
petra tempe, Thestor pictus, Thestor rooibergensis, Thestor strutti and Thestor yildizae.  
 
In addition, samples have been obtained, for sequencing, of the following butterflies; most have 
the taxa below (29 samples in total) have been given to Pasi Sihvonen: 
 
Thestor barbatus (Dave Edge), Thestor basuta basuta (Jeremy Dobson), Thestor basuta capeneri 
(Jeremy Dobson), Thestor brachycera brachycera (Dave Edge), Thestor braunsi (Jeremy 
Dobson), Thestor claassensi (Andrew Morton), Thestor coetzeri (Graham Henning), Thestor 
montanus (Graham Henning), Thestor murrayi (Dave Edge), Thestor protumnus aridus (Jeremy 
Dobson), Thestor rossouwi (Ernest Pringle) and Thestor stepheni (Chris Dobson). 
 
“Missing” taxa are as follows: 
 
Thestor calviniae, Thestor compassbergae, Thestor dryburghi, Thestor overbergensis, Thestor 
penningtoni, Thestor petra petra, Thestor pringlei, Thestor protumnus protumnus, Thestor 
protumnus terblanchei, Thestor rileyi, Thestor vansoni 
 
I’d also like to obtain samples of other South African Miletinae: 
 
Aslauga australis, Lachnocnema bibulus, Lachnocnema durbani, Lachnocnema laches 
 
While any Thestor samples are welcomed, specimens from type-localities will be especially 
valuable for subsequent taxonomic work. To assist you, I’ve summarized Thestor type-localities 
and flight periods (extracted from Afrotropical Butterflies) in the table contained on the following 
pages. The status of the samples acquired to date have been colour coded, in accordance with 
the table below (there are 35 currently described Thestor): 
 

 
 
 
 

  

CODE DESCRIPTION

1A Multiple barcodes, including material from (or 

near) the type locality.
13 37,1%

1B Single barcode from, or near type locality. 0 0,0%

2A Multiple barcodes, but not from the type locality.
0 0,0%

2B Single barcode, but not type material. 0 0,0%

3A Type material has been obtained for 

sequencing, but has not been sequenced yet.
6 17,1%

3B Material has been obtained for sequencing, but 

not from type locality
5 14,3%

4 No specimens to date. 11 31,4%

35 100,0%

COUNT
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CODE Taxon Type Locality Flight Period

3A Thestor barbatus                  

Henning & Henning, 1997                  

Bearded Skolly

South Africa: “Spitskoppie, 

6km NW Herald, 1080m, 

33°48'S, 22°24'E, Western 

Cape, 17.xii.1994.

Recorded in December.

3B Thestor basuta basuta                

(Wallengren, 1857)                     

Basuto Skolly

[South Africa]: “Caffraria 

[Eastern Cape Province]”.

October to April (Pringle et al ., 

1994).

3B Thestor basuta capeneri                  

Dickson, 1972                           

Northern Basuto Skolly

South Africa: “Transvaal, 

Lucerne, near Zeerust [North 

West Province]”.

October to April (Pringle et al ., 

1994).

3A Thestor brachycera brachycera                   

(Trimen, 1883)                     

Knysna Skolly

[South Africa]: “Cape Colony 

(Western Districts)”.

December and January (Pringle et 

al ., 1994).

1A Thestor brachycera dukei                     

van Son, 1951                       

Duke’s Knysna Skolly

South Africa: “Koo District, 

south-west Cape Province”.

December and January (Pringle et 

al ., 1994).

3B Thestor braunsi                          

van Son, 1941                                     

Brauns's Skolly

South Africa: “Willowmore, 

Cape Province [Eastern Cape 

Province]”.

It appears to be double-brooded, 

flying in October and again in March 

(Pringle et al ., 1994).  Also found 

early in January at Greyton (Heath & 

Pringle, 2004).

4 Thestor calviniae                     

Riley, 1954                     

Hantamsberg Skolly

South Africa: “Hantam’s Berg, 

Calvinia, Cape Province 

[Northern Cape Province]”.

In the small population near the 

town rubbish-tip, adults appear as 

early as December, whereas the 

population on top of the 

Hantamsberg flies during February 

and March (Heath & Pringle, 2004).

1A Thestor camdeboo               

Dickson & Wykeham, 1994            

Camdeboo Skolly

South Africa: “Eastern Cape 

Province: Camdeboo 

Mountains, near Aberdeen, 11 

Nov. 1982 (V.L. and E.L. 

Pringle)”.

October to December. Heath & 

Pringle (2004) give the flight period 

as November and early December.

3A Thestor claassensi                 

Heath & Pringle, 2004                     

Stilbaai Skolly

South Africa: “Stillbaai 

[Western Cape Province]”.

October to January.

3A Thestor coetzeri                      

Heath & Pringle, 2020                          

Inky Skolly

South Africa: Middlebergpas, 

Citrusdal, Western Cape 

Province. 32°37'32.18"S, 

19°08'06.07"E, c. 900 m.

November and December (Pringle & 

Heath, 2019).

4 Thestor compassbergae                         

Quickelberge & McMaster, 1970                          

Compassberg Skolly

South Africa: “Compassberg 

on Sneeuwbergen mountain 

range near and north of New 

Bethesda, Cape Province 

[Eastern Cape Province]”.

December is the only recorded 

month (Pringle et al ., 1994).

1A Thestor dicksoni dicksoni                 

Riley, 1954                               

Karoo Skolly

South Africa: “Roode Zands 

Mountains, above Tulbagh 

Kloof, Cape Province [Western 

Cape Province]”.

Single-brooded, Dec - Apr. 

(Woodhall's Butterflies of South 

Africa). 

1A Thestor dicksoni malagas              

Dickson & Wykeham, 1994 

Atlantic Karoo Skolly

South Africa: “Western Cape 

Province: Langebaan [Kreef 

Bay, Langebaan Peninsula], 

14 Mar. 1981 (T. Waters).”

Single-brooded, Dec - Apr. 

(Woodhall's Butterflies of South 

Africa). 

1A Thestor dicksoni warreni                  

Ball, 1994                                     

Arid Karoo Skolly

South Africa: “Western Cape 

Province: 10 km west of 

Graafwater 32.08° S 18.31° E.  

Altitude 100 m, 17 Apr. 1991 

(J.B. Ball).”

Single-brooded, Dec - Apr. 

(Woodhall's Butterflies of South 

Africa). 
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CODE Taxon Type Locality Flight Period

4 Thestor dryburghi                       

van Son, 1966                                   

Arkoep Skolly

South Africa: “Kamieskroon 

(Namaqualand) [Northern 

Cape Province]”.

August to October (Heath & Pringle, 

2004).

1A Thestor holmesi                          

van Son, 1951                

Hawequas Skolly

South Africa: “French Hoek 

Pass, West Cape Province”.

December and January (Pringle et 

al ., 1994).

1A Thestor kaplani                   

Dickson & Stephen, 1971  

Greyton Skolly

South Africa: “Western Cape 

Province: Rivier Zonderend 

Mtns, near Greyton”.

December and January (Pringle et 

al ., 1994).  Heath & Pringle (2004) 

only give December.

3A Thestor montanus                       

van Son, 1941                   

Mountain Skolly

South Africa: “Assegaibos, 

near Le Motte, French Hoek 

Mountains [Western Cape 

Province]”.

October and November are the 

months it is normally found.  There 

is a January record for the summit of 

the Franschhoek Pass (Pringle et 

al ., 1994).

3B Thestor murrayi                    

Swanepoel, 1953                

Garden Route Skolly

South Africa: “Swartberg Pass, 

nr Prince Albert, Cape Province 

[Western Cape Province]”.

October to January (Pringle et al ., 

1994).  At Natures Valley, 30 km 

east of Plettenberg Bay, specimens 

have been found in February and 

March (J.B. Ball, pers comm., 2004).

4 Thestor overbergensis                     

Heath & Pringle, 2004     

Overberg Skolly

South Africa: “De Hoop, 

Western Cape Province”.

October to late December (Heath & 

Pringle, 2004).

1A Thestor penningtoni                   

van Son, 1949                 

Swartberg Skolly

South Africa: “Top of Zwartberg 

Pass, Prince Albert District, 

Cape Province”.

October and November (Pringle et 

al ., 1994).

4 Thestor petra petra               

Pennington, 1962                    

Rock Skolly

South Africa: “Gydo Mountain 

(Ceres Distr.) Cape Province”.

Late November to January (Heath & 

Pringle, 2004).

1A Thestor petra tempe                   

Pennington, 1962             

Southern Rock Skolly

South Africa: “Seven Weeks 

Poort (Ladismith Distr., Cape 

Province)”.

October to January for (Pringle et al ., 

1994).

1A Thestor pictus                              

van Son, 1941                             

Langeberg Skolly

South Africa: “Garcias Pass, 

Riversdale District, Cape 

Province [Western Cape 

Province]”.

September to November (Heath & 

Pringle, 2004).

4 Thestor pringlei                  

Dickson, 1976                   

Roggeberg Skolly

South Africa: “Western Cape 

Province [Northern Cape 

Province]: Sutherland”.

December is the only month 

recorded (Pringle et al ., 1994).

3B Thestor protumnus aridus                         

van Son, 1941                             

Namaqua Boland Skolly

South Africa: “Matjesfontein, 

Cape Province [Western Cape 

Province]”.

Single-brooded, Aug - Oct. 

(Woodhall's Butterflies of South 

Africa). 

4 Thestor protumnus protumnus                   

(Linnaeus, 1764)                         

Boland Skolly

[South Africa]: “Tulbagh, Cap. 

b. Spei [Western Cape 

Province]”.

Single-brooded, Sep - Dec. 

(Woodhall's Butterflies of South 

Africa). 

4 Thestor protumnus terb lanchei                     

Henning & Henning, 1993                            

Northern Boland Skolly

South Africa: “South Africa: 

Mooimeisieshoek, 

Korannaberg, Orange Free 

State [Free State Province].

Single-brooded, Jan - Mar. 

(Woodhall's Butterflies of South 

Africa). 

4 Thestor rileyi                    

Pennington, 1956                           

Matroosberg Skolly

South Africa: “Lourensford, 

Somerset West, Cape 

Province, 1550 ft. [Western 

Cape Province]”.

Late November to January (Heath & 

Pringle, 2004).

1A Thestor rooibergensis                 

Heath, 1994                             

Rooiberg Skolly

South Africa: “24 Oct. 1990, A. 

Heath.”  Heath & Pringle 

(2004) give the type locality as 

Rooiberg Mt. near Calitzdorp, 

Western Cape Province.

The only records are for October and 

December (Pringle et al., 1994).  

Heath & Pringle (2004) state that the 

main flight period is in September 

and October.
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3B Thestor rossouwi                         

Dickson, 1971                              

Coastal Skolly

South Africa: “Western Cape 

Province: Farm Platrug, 

Stanford District”.

September to April (Heath & Pringle, 

2004).  In the east of its range the 

species has a more restricted flight 

period, from October to December 

(Heath & Pringle, 2004).

3A Thestor stepheni                     

Swanepoel, 1968                             

Jonaskop Skolly

South Africa: “Boesmanskloof 

Pass (Robertson distr., 

Cape)”.

December and January (Pringle et 

al ., 1994).

1A Thestor strutti                               

van Son, 1951                            

Wolseley Skolly

South Africa: “Farm Verrekyker, 

near Wolseley, Western Cape 

Province”.

August and September (Pringle et 

al ., 1994).

4 Thestor vansoni                        

Pennington, 1962                         

Gydo Skolly

South Africa: “Skurfteberg 

(Ceres Distr., Cape Province) 

[Western Cape Province]”.

September to November (Heath & 

Pringle, 2004).

1A Thestor yildizae                     

Kocak, 1983                        

Peninsula Skolly

South Africa: “Muizenburg 

(near top of hill), Cape 

Province [Western Cape 

Province]”.

Late November to January (Heath & 

Pringle, 2004).
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Pairwise distances greater than 15% are highlighted in red 
Pairwise distances less than 5% are highlighted in green 

 
 
 

15,35% 15,96% 17,93% 18,24% 16,67% 3,34% 5,78% 10,03% 10,18% 9,73% 3,80% 6,53% 9,27% 3,95% 9,42% 9,42% 9,42% 0,00%
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TP-001 Aslauga purpurascens 0,00% 12,16% 16,41% 17,30% 17,77% 15,35% 15,35% 16,26% 15,65% 16,26% 14,89% 14,89% 17,48% 15,65% 16,11% 16,11% 17,02% 15,35%

TP-003 Euliphyra leucyania 12,16% 0,00% 17,17% 14,62% 15,88% 15,35% 14,44% 16,11% 15,50% 15,81% 14,13% 13,53% 16,57% 15,50% 15,96% 16,11% 15,96% 15,96%

TP-006 Lachnocnema magna 16,41% 17,17% 0,00% 16,51% 17,30% 17,78% 17,48% 18,39% 17,93% 17,93% 17,33% 17,33% 19,30% 18,39% 18,24% 19,00% 18,24% 17,93%

TP-009 Megalopalpus zymna 17,30% 14,62% 16,51% 0,00% 17,92% 18,24% 16,98% 18,71% 18,71% 18,55% 16,67% 16,35% 18,71% 18,24% 17,77% 17,77% 17,61% 18,24%

TP-011 Spalgis lemolea lemolea 17,77% 15,88% 17,30% 17,92% 0,00% 16,98% 16,35% 17,14% 17,30% 16,98% 16,35% 15,72% 19,03% 16,82% 17,77% 18,08% 16,51% 16,67%

TP-013 Thestor brachycerus dukei 15,35% 15,35% 17,78% 18,24% 16,98% 0,00% 5,78% 9,73% 9,88% 9,88% 4,26% 6,38% 10,18% 0,91% 9,42% 9,42% 8,81% 3,34%

TP-015 Thestor camdeboo 15,35% 14,44% 17,48% 16,98% 16,35% 5,78% 0,00% 9,73% 10,18% 9,27% 4,71% 1,67% 8,36% 6,08% 9,42% 8,97% 8,81% 5,78%

TP-016 Thestor dicksoni dicksoni 16,26% 16,11% 18,39% 18,71% 17,14% 9,73% 9,73% 0,00% 2,74% 1,98% 8,81% 8,97% 11,70% 10,03% 7,60% 7,90% 6,53% 10,03%

TP-022 Thestor dicksoni malagas 15,65% 15,50% 17,93% 18,71% 17,30% 9,88% 10,18% 2,74% 0,00% 3,19% 9,42% 9,42% 12,77% 10,18% 7,60% 8,21% 6,69% 10,18%

TP-024 Thestor dicksoni warreni 16,26% 15,81% 17,93% 18,55% 16,98% 9,88% 9,27% 1,98% 3,19% 0,00% 8,81% 8,81% 12,31% 10,18% 8,36% 8,51% 7,29% 9,73%

TP-026 Thestor holmesi 14,89% 14,13% 17,33% 16,67% 16,35% 4,26% 4,71% 8,81% 9,42% 8,81% 0,00% 5,02% 9,57% 4,86% 8,66% 8,36% 8,05% 3,80%

TP-027 Thestor kaplani 14,89% 13,53% 17,33% 16,35% 15,72% 6,38% 1,67% 8,97% 9,42% 8,81% 5,02% 0,00% 9,42% 6,69% 9,42% 9,27% 8,66% 6,53%

TP-030 Thestor penningtoni 17,48% 16,57% 19,30% 18,71% 19,03% 10,18% 8,36% 11,70% 12,77% 12,31% 9,57% 9,42% 0,00% 10,18% 11,25% 11,40% 11,40% 9,27%

TP-035 Thestor petra tempe 15,65% 15,50% 18,39% 18,24% 16,82% 0,91% 6,08% 10,03% 10,18% 10,18% 4,86% 6,69% 10,18% 0,00% 9,73% 9,73% 9,12% 3,95%

TP-036 Thestor pictus 16,11% 15,96% 18,24% 17,77% 17,77% 9,42% 9,42% 7,60% 7,60% 8,36% 8,66% 9,42% 11,25% 9,73% 0,00% 1,82% 7,29% 9,42%

TP-038 Thestor rooibergensis 16,11% 16,11% 19,00% 17,77% 18,08% 9,42% 8,97% 7,90% 8,21% 8,51% 8,36% 9,27% 11,40% 9,73% 1,82% 0,00% 7,75% 9,42%

TP-041 Thestor strutti 17,02% 15,96% 18,24% 17,61% 16,51% 8,81% 8,81% 6,53% 6,69% 7,29% 8,05% 8,66% 11,40% 9,12% 7,29% 7,75% 0,00% 9,42%

TP-043 Thestor yildizae 15,35% 15,96% 17,93% 18,24% 16,67% 3,34% 5,78% 10,03% 10,18% 9,73% 3,80% 6,53% 9,27% 3,95% 9,42% 9,42% 9,42% 0,00%
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Spialia Project (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
As noted in November’s newsletter, Johan Greyling is to sponsor a plate of Spialia samples for 
mtDNA COI sequencing. By Spialia, I include the recently erected genera Agyllia and Ernsta. 
Please try and collect samples of these butterflies! 
 
I’ve already collected a few samples and have trawled BOLD and GENBANK is search of 
appropriate DNA sequences. We also acquired a few barcodes from the Karoo BioGaps project.  
 
Barcodes have been acquired for the following representatives of the Pyrginae subfamily (those 
taxa indicated in red are not African): 
 
Agyllia agylla agylla, Ernsta (Delaga) nanus, Ernsta (Ernsta) colotes colotes, Ernsta (Ernsta) 
dromus, Spialia (Platygnathia) diomus, Spialia (Platygnathia) doris doris, Spialia (Platygnathia) 
phlomidis, Spialia (Spialia) ali, Spialia (Spialia) orbifer, Spialia (Spialia) rosae, Spialia (Spialia) 
sertorius, Spialia (Spialia) spio, Spialia (Spialia) therapne, Carcharodus alceae alceae and 
Gomalia elma elma.  
 
I have obtained samples of the following butterflies this season: 
 
Agyllia asterodia, Ernsta delagoae, Ernsta depauperata australis, Ernsta nanus, Ernsta colotes 
transvaaliae, Spialia ferax, Spialia mafa mafa and Spialia spio.  
 
“Missing” taxa include: 
 
Agyllia agylla bamptoni, Ernsta sataspes, Ernsta confusa confusa, Ernsta paula and Ernsta 
secessus. 
 
We are trying to establish the overall relatedness of various Spialia (and related genera) and at the 
same time, look out for new species. We will focus primarily on Southern African taxa. 

 

 
 
 
 

Spialia ferax 
Bulwer, KZN 

Jeremy Dobson 

Ernsta colotes transvaaliae 
Hennops River, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson 

Spialia mafa mafa 
Suikerbosrand, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson 
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Pairwise distances greater than 10% are highlighted in red 
Pairwise distances less than 5% are highlighted in green
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SP-001 Agyllia agylla agylla 0,00% 12,08% 11,71% 11,71% 13,75% 13,75% 14,31% 14,13% 12,83% 12,19% 13,94% 12,64% 12,83%

SP-015 Ernsta (Delaga) nanus 12,08% 0,00% 11,73% 11,25% 11,91% 10,68% 11,91% 12,61% 11,73% 13,32% 11,56% 11,38% 12,08%

SP-018 Ernsta (Ernsta) colotes transvaaliae 11,71% 11,73% 0,00% 11,95% 12,69% 12,39% 11,77% 11,77% 11,16% 13,48% 11,62% 12,23% 11,62%

SP-023 Spialia (Platygnathia) diomus 11,71% 11,25% 11,95% 0,00% 7,38% 8,08% 6,50% 6,68% 6,50% 7,88% 7,56% 9,84% 9,67%

SP-025 Spialia (Platygnathia) doris doris 13,75% 11,91% 12,69% 7,38% 0,00% 10,49% 9,27% 9,42% 8,66% 9,84% 10,33% 10,94% 11,55%

SP-029 Spialia (Spialia) ali 13,75% 10,68% 12,39% 8,08% 10,49% 0,00% 5,32% 5,62% 6,23% 9,11% 4,26% 12,01% 12,46%

SP-032 Spialia (Spialia) orb ifer 14,31% 11,91% 11,77% 6,50% 9,27% 5,32% 0,00% 1,82% 4,10% 8,38% 5,02% 10,79% 10,33%

SP-033 Spialia (Spialia) rosae 14,13% 12,61% 11,77% 6,68% 9,42% 5,62% 1,82% 0,00% 3,04% 8,74% 4,71% 10,64% 10,94%

SP-037 Spialia (Spialia) sertorius 12,83% 11,73% 11,16% 6,50% 8,66% 6,23% 4,10% 3,04% 0,00% 6,92% 5,17% 10,49% 10,18%

SP-038 Spialia (Spialia) spio 12,19% 13,32% 13,48% 7,88% 9,84% 9,11% 8,38% 8,74% 6,92% 0,00% 8,01% 12,57% 11,48%

SP-041 Spialia (Spialia) therapne 13,94% 11,56% 11,62% 7,56% 10,33% 4,26% 5,02% 4,71% 5,17% 8,01% 0,00% 11,09% 11,40%

SP-008 Carcharodus alceae alceae 12,64% 11,38% 12,23% 9,84% 10,94% 12,01% 10,79% 10,64% 10,49% 12,57% 11,09% 0,00% 9,57%

SP-022 Gomalia elma elma 12,83% 12,08% 11,62% 9,67% 11,55% 12,46% 10,33% 10,94% 10,18% 11,48% 11,40% 9,57% 0,00%
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Aloeides Project (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
Thanks to several contributors, I’ve put together 170 Aloeides samples for mtDNA sequencing. 
The samples have been given to Pasi Sihvonen, who was visiting Hermann Staude in South 
Africa. The batch includes 29 Thestor samples and, courtesy of Alan Gardiner, a single 
Vansomerenia rogersi leg sample (Vansomerenia is the only genus within the Aphnaeinae 
subfamily for which I don’t yet have a barcode). 
 
In conjunction with the specimens that we’ve already acquired (and assuming we can obtain 
barcodes from all the samples), we are only missing three species. These are: 
 

• Aloeides angolensis  

• Aloeides argenteus  

• Aloeides namibiensis 
 
Missing subspecies are:  
 

• Aloeides carolynnae aurata 

• Aloeides conradsi angoniensis 

• Aloeides conradsi talboti 

• Aloeides molomo coalescens 

• Aloeides molomo kiellandi 

• Aloeides molomo mumbuensis 
 
Only one of the above butterflies, De Hoop Dark Russet (Aloeides carolynnae aurata) is South 
African, so this has been a good effort all round! 
 
Please note however that data collection for the Aloeides Project is far from complete. There are 
many instances where we have only single barcodes, and we are also short of material from type 
localities. Remember the ultimate goal of the Aloeides Project is to acquire samples of all Aloeides 
from all localities: there will be plenty of new, cryptic species awaiting description! 
 
I’ve attached photos of some interesting Aloeides that Peter Ward and I found during our Namibia 
expedition in March and April: 

 
  

Aloeides tearei (?) 
Windhoek (70 km S-W), Namibia 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides damarensis mashona 
Omatako (11km N-E), Namibia 

Peter Ward 

Aloeides bamptoni (?) 
Helmeringhausen (8 km S-W), Namibia 

Jeremy Dobson 
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The information will never be 100% complete, but once we’ve acquired barcodes from the new 
samples, we should have more than enough data to construct a detailed Aloeides phylogenetic 
tree.  
 
I’ll produce this (with my co-authors help) and, at the same time, flag potential new species and 
query dubious ones. I intend to publish this as a standalone paper, but this is only the first step.  
  
The ultimate goal is an Aloeides “book”, which will include phylogenetic trees, new descriptions, 
diagnostic cues and essentially, all known information regarding the butterflies in this genus: there 
will be plenty of work for the taxonomists. The book will include detailed species accounts. I’ve 
been trying to develop methods for imaging specimens as accurately as possible and for preparing 
distribution maps. Regarding the images, I’m not a fan of scruffy “colour palettes” and non-aligned 
“scale-bars” and would like to see the images displayed in scaled and dimensioned frames. 
Colours and exposure will be adjusted digitally to be as accurate as possible.  
 
Regarding distribution maps, I believe - with Fanie Rautenbach’s 
and Rene Navarro’s help - we’ve got a great solution (this will 
also be adopted for the upcoming Afrotropical Butterflies App). 
Rene has provided all the Aloeides (and Thestor) LepiMAP data, 
to which I can add records collected during the course of the 
Aloeides and Thestor Projects. Fanie has shown me how to 
automatically download these coordinates as “pins” to Google 
Earth; as if that wasn’t enough, I can query (and evaluate data) 
for every point on the map! It’s then a relatively straightforward 
task to envelop all the “approved” pins with a polygon and, with a 
bit of formatting, I believe, we will have better distribution maps 
than anything that has been published previously.  
 
I’ve prepared a few sample plates on the following pages, for information. Obviously, one missing 
ingredient from these pages is text, but this can only be provided once we’ve completed our 
phylogenetic arrangement and resolved the taxonomy. The distribution maps may also change 
slightly, but I can now reproduce these fairly automatically. So far, I’ve only prepared map “frames” 
for South Africa and Southern Africa, but I’ll produce similar maps for east Africa and Angola.

Rick Nuttall demonstrating how to catch 
Aloeides using a fleece 

San Sebastian Peninsula, Mozambique 
Niall Perrins 
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Aloeides arida Tite & Dickson, 1968

Namaqualand Russet

Images:

Species group:
Thyra

Species subgroup: 
Arida

COI Barcode:
AACTTTATATTTTATTTTTGGAATTTGAGCAGGTATAGTAGGAACATCATTAAGAATTTTAATTCGTATAGAATTAGGAACTCCTGGATCTTTAATTGGAGATGATCAAATTTATAATACTATTGTTACAGCTCATGCTTTTATTATAATTTTTTTTATG

GTTATACCTATCATAATTGGAGGATTTGGAAATTGATTAGTACCATTAATATTAGGAGCACCAGATATAGCATTCCCACGAATAAATAATATAAGATTTTGATTATTACCCCCATCATTATTATTATTAATTTCAAGAAGTATTGTAGAAAATGGAGCAG

GTACAGGATGAACAGTTTACCCCCCACTTTCATCTAATATAGCTCATAGAGGATCATCTGTTGATTTAGCTATTTTTTCCCTTCATCTAGCAGGTGTATCATCAATTTTAGGAGCAATTAATTTTATTACAACTATTATTAATATACGAGTTAATAATTT

ATCCTTTGATCAAATATCTTTATTTATTTGAGCTGTAGGAATTACTGCCTTGTTATTATTATTATCTTTACCTGTTTTAGCTGGAGCTATTACAATATTATTAACTGATCGTAATTTAAATACCTCTTTTTTTGATCCTGCTGGAGGAGGTGATCCTATT

TTATATCAACATTTATTT

Male Male (uns

Female Female (uns) South Africa
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Aloeides barklyi Tite & Dickson, 1968

Silvery Russet

Images:

Species group:
Thyra

Species subgroup: 
Barklyi

COI Barcode:
AACTTTATATTTTATTTTTGGAATTTGAGCAGGTATAGTAGGAACATCATTAAGAATCTTAATCCGTATAGAATTAAGAACACCAGGATCTTTAATTGGTGATGATCAAATTTATAATACTATTGTTACAGCTCATGCTTTTATTATAATTTTTTTTATA

GTTATACCTATTATAATTGGAGGATTTGGAAATTGATTAGTACCTTTAATATTAGGAGCACCTGATATAGCATTTCCACGAATAAATAATATAAGATTTTGATTATTACCCCCATCATTATTATTATTAATTTCAAGAAGTATTGTAGAAAATGGAGCAG

GTACAGGATGAACAGTTTACCCCCCACTTTCATCTAATATAGCTCATAGAGGAGCATCTGTCGATTTAGCCATTTTTTCCCTTCATTTAGCAGGTGTATCATCAATTTTAGGAGCTATTAATTTTATTACAACTATTATTAATATACGAATTAATAATTT

ATCATTTGATCAAATATCATTATTTATTTGAGCAGTAGGAATTACTGCATTATTATTATTACTATCTTTACCTGTTTTAGCTGGAGCTATTACAATATTATTAACTGATCGTAATTTAAATACTTCATTTTTTGATCCTGCTGGAGGAGGAGATCCCATT

TTATACCAACATTTATTT

Male Male (uns

Female Female (uns)
South Africa
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Aloeides dryas Tite & Dickson, 1968

Transvaal Russet

Images:

Species group:
Thyra

Species subgroup: 
Simplex

COI Barcode:
AACTTTATATTTTATTTTTGGAATTTGAGCAGGTATAGTAGGAACATCACTAAGAATTTTAATTCGTATAGAATTAGGAACTCCAGGATCTTTAATTGGAGATGATCAAATTTATAATACTATTGTCACAGCTCATGCTTTTATTATAATTTTTTTTATA

GTTATACCTATTATAATTGGAGGATTTGGAAATTGATTAGTACCTTTAATATTAGGAGCACCTGATATAGCTTTCCCACGAATAAATAATATAAGATTTTGATTATTACCTCCATCATTATTATTATTAATTTCAAGAAGTATTGTAGAAAATGGAGCAG

GTACAGGATGAACAGTTTATCCCCCACTTTCATCTAATATAGCTCATAGAGGATCATCTGTTGATTTAGCTATTTTTTCTCTTCATTTAGCAGGTGTATCATCAATTTTAGGAGCAATTAATTTTATCACAACTATTATTAATATACGAGTTAATAATTT

ATCATTTGATCAAATATCTTTATTTATTTGAGCTGTAGGAATTACTGCATTATTATTATTACTATCATTACCTGTTTTAGCTGGAGCTATTACTATATTGTTAACTGATCGTAATTTAAATACTTCATTTTTTGATCCTGCTGGAGGAGGAGATCCTATT

TTATATCAACATTTATTT

Male Male (uns

Female Female (uns)
South Africa
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Aloeides simplex (Trimen, 1893)

Dune Russet

Images:

Species group:
Thyra

Species subgroup: 
Simplex

COI Barcode:
AACTTTATATTTTATTTTTGGAATTTGAGCAGGTATAGTAGGAACATCACTAAGAATTTTAATTCGTATAGAATTAGGAACTCCAGGATCTTTAATTGGAGATGATCAAATTTATAATACTATTGTCACAGCTCATGCTTTTATTATAATTTTTTTTATA

GTTATACCTATTATAATTGGAGGATTTGGAAATTGATTAGTACCTTTAATATTAGGAGCACCTGATATAGCTTTCCCACGAATAAATAATATAAGATTTTGATTATTACCTCCATCATTATTATTATTAATTTCAAGAAGTATTGTAGAAAATGGAGCAG

GTACAGGATGAACAGTTTATCCCCCACTTTCATCTAATATAGCTCATAGAGGATCATCTGTTGATTTAGCTATTTTTTCTCTTCATTTAGCAGGTGTATCATCAATTTTAGGAGCAATTAATTTTATCACAACTATTATTAATATACGAGTTAATAATTT

ATCATTTGATCAAATATCTTTATTTATTTGAGCTGTAGGAATTACTGCATTATTATTATTACTATCATTACCTGTTTTAGCTGGAGCTATTACTATATTGTTAACTGATCGTAATTTAAATACTTCATTTTTTGATCCTGCTGGAGGAGGAGATCCTATT

TTATATCAACACTTATTT

Southern Africa

Male Male (uns

Female Female (uns)
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Aloeides taikosama (Wallengren, 1857)

Dusky Russet

Images:

Species group:
Trimeni

Species subgroup: 
Taikosama

COI Barcode:
NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNGGAATTTGAGCAGGTATAATAGGAACATCATTAAGAATTTTAATTCGTATAGAATTAAGAACTCCTGGATCTTTAATTGGTGATGATCAAATTTATAATACTATTGTTACCGCTCATGCTTTTATTATAATTTTTTTTATA

GTTATACCAATTATAATTGGAGGATTTGGAAATTGATTAGTACCTCTAATATTGGGAGCACCTGATATAGCATTCCCACGAATAAATAACATAAGATTTTGACTTTTACCTCCTTCATTATTATTGTTAATCTCAAGTAGTGTTGTAGAAAATGGAGCTG

GTACAGGATGAACAGTGTACCCCCCACTTTCATCAAATATAGCTCATAGAGGATCCTCCGTTGATTTAGCTATTTTTTCTCTTCATCTTGCTGGAATTTCATCAATTTTAGGAGCAATTAATTTTATTACAACTATTATTAATATACGAATTAATAATTT

AATATTTGATCAAATATCTTTATTTATCTGAGCTGTAGGAATTACTGCATTATTATTATTATTATCTTTACCTATTTTAGCAGGAGCAATTACAATATTATTAACTGATCGTAATTTAAATACATCATTTTTTGACCCTGCAGGAGGAGGAGATCCAATT

TTATATCAACATTTATTC

Southern Africa

Male Male (uns

Female Female (uns)
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Aloeides thyra thyra (Linnaeus, 1764)

Red Russet

Images:

Species group:
Thyra

Species subgroup: 
Thyra

COI Barcode:
NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNACATCCCTAAGAATTTTAATTCGTATAGAATTGGGAACTCCAGGATCTTTAATTGGTGATGATCAAATTTATAACACTATTGTTACAGCTCATGCTTTTATTATAATTTTCTTTATA

GTTATACCTATTATAATTGGAGGATTTGGAAATTGATTAGTACCTTTAATGTTAGGGGCACCTGATATAGCTTTTCCACGAATAAATAATATAAGATTTTGATTATTACCTCCATCATTATTATTATTAATTTCAAGAAGTATTGTAGAAAATGGAGCAG

GTACAGGATGAACAGTTTATCCCCCACTTTCATCTAATATAGCTCATAGAGGATCATCTGTTGATTTAGCTATTTTTTCTCTTCATTTAGCAGGTGTATCATCAATTTTAGGAGCAATTAATTTTATCACAACTATTATTAATATACGAGTTAATAATTT

ATCATTTGATCAAATATCTTTATTTATTTGAGCTGTAGGAATTACTGCATTATTATTATTATTATCATTACCTGTTTTAGCTGGAGCCATTACTATATTATTAACTGATCGTAATTTAAATACTTCATTTTTTGATCCTGCTGGAGGAGGAGACCCTATT

TTATACCAACATTTATTT

Male Male (uns

Female Female (uns)
South Africa
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Aloeides gallery 2021 – 2022 Season 

 

 
 

Aloeides aranda 
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides taikosama 
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides trimeni trimeni 
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides trimeni trimeni 
WSBG, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides egerides 
Cape Peninsula, W Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides pallida 
Greyton, W Cape 
Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides gowani 
Lootsberg Pass, E Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides henningi 
Hillshaven, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides molomo molomo 
Hillshaven, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides maluti 
Golden Gate, Free State 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides oreas 
Witsieshoek, KZN 
Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides penningtoni 
Mt Currie, KZN 
Jeremy Dobson 
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Aloeides arida 
Carolusberg, N Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides nollothi 
Wallekraal, N Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides barklyi 
Carolusberg, N Cape 
Reinier Terblanche 

Aloeides lutescens 
Bree River, W Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides thyra thyra 
Constantia Nek, W Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides rileyi 
Sehonghong, Lesotho 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides dryas 
Barberton, Mpumalanga 

Delia Oosthuizen 

Aloeides almeida 
Mt Rochelle, W Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides pierus 
Greyton, W Cape 
Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides bamptoni 
Helmeringhausen, Namibia 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides braueri 
Queenstown, E Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides depicta 
Huntly Glen, E Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 
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Metamorphosis  
 
Dave Edge is the Editor of Metamorphosis; James Lawrence is the new the Sub Editor, 
responsible for production. 
 
Metamorphosis Volume 32 (2021) is being printed and is on sale to LepSoc Africa members for  
R 220 (R 260 for non-members). This is a compilation of articles, taxonomic papers and notes 
published online by Metamorphosis during 2021. 
 
For more details, view the Metamorphosis section of the LepSoc Africa website under the 
Publications tab (lepsocafrica.org) 
 
Please order hard copies using the online shop (https://lepsocafrica.org/) or contact Dave at 
orachrysops@gmail.com. 
 
The cover of Volume 32 is indicated below; Dave Edge has summarized all the latest 
Metamorphosis articles under LATEST NEWS. 
 
Volume 32 Part 1 

 

 
 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/lepsocafrica.org
https://lepsocafrica.org/
mailto:orachrysops@gmail.com
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Johan Heyns has a large collection of photographs, which are included as a regular feature in this 
newsletter.  
 
We continue with the Geometridae family; this month we look at the Ennominae subfamily  
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  

Chiasmia rectilinea 
Johan Heyns 

Chiasmia simplicilinea 
Johan Heyns 

 

 

Chiasmia sp 
Johan Heyns 

 

Acanthovalva inconspicuaria 
Johan Heyns 

 

Aphilopota iphia 
Johan Heyns 

 

Laelia Ascotis selenaria 
Johan Heyns 

 

OTHER BUTTERFLIES 
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Gauteng 
 
I have hardly ventured out locally during the last couple of months: fortunately, Lourens Erasmus, 
Jan Praet and Justin Bode have been busy! 
 

  

  

REGIONAL ROUNDUP 

 

Pea Blue 
Lampides boeticus 

Walter Sisulu, Gauteng 
Lourens Erasmus 

African Plain Tiger / African Monarch 
Danaus chrysippus orientis 

Walter Sisulu, Gauteng 
Lourens Erasmus 

Dark Blue Pansy 
Junonia oenone oenone 
Walter Sisulu, Gauteng 

Lourens Erasmus 

African Blue Pansy 
Junonia orithya madagascariensis 

Walter Sisulu, Gauteng 
Lourens Erasmus 

Black Heart 
Uranothauma nubifer nubifer 

Rosebank, Gauteng 
Jan Praet 

Marsh Amber 
Telchinia rahira rahira 
Krugersdorp, Gauteng 

Justin Bode 

Southern Silverline 
Cigaritis natalensis 

Enoch’s Walk, Gauteng 
Lourens Erasmus 

Blue Pied Pierrot 
Zintha hintza hintza 

Enoch’s Walk, Gauteng 
Lourens Erasmus 

Black Pie 
Tuxentius melaena melaena 

Enoch’s Walk, Gauteng 
Lourens Erasmus 
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Mpumalanga 
 
I visited Loding on 3 March. While there were plenty of butterflies, I didn’t find anything too special; 

despite high summer rainfall in South Africa, the 2021 – 2022 butterfly season has not been a 

particularly good one in in my experience. I recorded 53 species (Abundance Index 4.7 – Good). 

 

 

  

Little Acraea 
Acraea axina 

Loding, Mpumalanga 
Jeremy Dobson 

Small Elfin 
Sarangesa phidyle 

Loding, Mpumalanga 
Jeremy Dobson 

Southern Red Tip 
Colotis antevippe gavisa 

Loding, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

White-cloaked Skipper 
Abantis levubu 

Loding, Mpumalanga 
Jeremy Dobson 

Ashen Smoky Blue 
Euchrysops subpallida 
Loding, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

Eastern Dotted Border 
Mylothris agathina agathina 

Loding, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 
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On 19 March I undertook a further visit to Loding, with Chris Dobson and Mark Williams. There 

were a couple of Bushveld Plain Buff (Cnodontes penningtoni) flying and Chris and I saw a large 

Black Mamba in a tree. We decided to head to KwaMhlanga and found some Vernonia flowers 

next to the road, which were attracting several Colotis species. 

 
Some photos from Hazyview by Tom Drinkwater: 

 
  

Northern Yellow Zulu 
Alaena amazoula ochroma 

Loding, Mpumalanga 
Jeremy Dobson 

Northern Damara Russet 
Aloeides damarensis mashona 

Loding, Mpumalanga 
Jeremy Dobson 

Southern Red Tip 
Colotis antevippe gavisa 

Loding, Mpumalanga 
Jeremy Dobson 

Hilltop Silverline 
Cigaritis ella 

Loding, Mpumalanga 
Jeremy Dobson 

Southern Red Tip (f) 
Colotis antevippe gavisa 

Loding, Mpumalanga 
Jeremy Dobson 

Speckled Sulphur Tip 
Teracolus agoye agoye  
Loding, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

Southern Soldier Pansy 
Junonia elgiva 

Hazyview, Mpumalanga 
Tom Drinkwater 

Common Mother-of-pearl 
Protogoniomorpha parhassus 

Hazyview, Mpumalanga 
Tom Drinkwater 

Southern Gaudy Commodore 
Precis octavia sesamus  
Hazyview, Mpumalanga 

Tom Drinkwater 
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Lourens Erasmus, Stephen Ball and Mark Williams visited KwaMhlanga in March. Here are some 
photos: 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Free State  

Bushveld Plain Buff 
Cnodontes penningtoni 

KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga 
Stephen Ball 

Pale Painted Ranger 
Nervia nerva nerva 

KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga 
Stephen Ball 

Dismal Sylph 
Tsitana tsita   

KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga 
Stephen Ball 

Little Acraea 
Acraea axina 

KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga 
Lourens Erasmus 

Northern Yellow Zulu 
Alaena amazoula ochroma 
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga 

Lourens Erasmus 

Southern Round-winged Orange Tip 
Colotis euippe omphale  

KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga 
Lourens Erasmus 

Eastern Sorrel Copper 
Lafron clarki 

Ficksburg, Free State 
Lourens Erasmus 

Dwarf Blue 
Oraidium barberae 

Ficksburg, Free State 
Lourens Erasmus 
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KZN  

Marsh Patroller 
Brakefieldia perspicua perspicua 

KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga 
Lourens Erasmus 

Painted Emperor 
Charaxes saturnus 

KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga 
Lourens Erasmus 

Pink Cupreous Ash Blue 
Eicochrysops messapus mahallakoaena  

KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga 
Lourens Erasmus 

White-spotted Ketsi Giant Cupid 
Lepidochrysops ketsi leucomacula 

Umtamvuna, KZN 
Mark Liptrot 

Fulvous Painted Ranger 
Nervia mohozutza 
Umtamvuna, KZN 

Mark Liptrot 

Southern Gaudy Commodore 
Precis octavia sesamus  

Assagay, KZN 
Peter Smith 

Southern Mocker Swallowtail 
Papilio dardanus cenea 

Assagay, KZN 
Peter Smith 

Common Diadem 
Hypolimnas misippus 
Burman Bush, KZN 

Steve Woodhall 

African Clover Blue 
Zizina otis antanossa  

Margate, KZN 
Simon du Plessis 

Citrus Swallowtail 
Papilio demodocus demodocus 

Burman Bush, KZN 
Steve Woodhall 

Southern African Caper White 
Belenois creona severina 

Burman Bush, KZN 
Steve Woodhall 

Lowland Bush Beauty 
Paralethe dendrophilus indosa  

Gillitts, KZN 
Steve Woodhall 
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Limpopo 
 

Mark Williams and I visited Thabazimbi on 20 April. Butterflies were relatively scarce for this time 

of the year - we saw 30 species (Abundance Index 3.1 – Average) – and, as if that wasn’t bad 

enough, I nearly got my car seriously stuck in the mud. Nonetheless, we had a good time, and the 

intermittent cloud cover was good for photography. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Black-striped Ciliate Blue 
Anthene amarah amarah 

Thabazimbi, Limpopo 
Jeremy Dobson 

Pioneer Caper White 
Belenois aurota 

Thabazimbi, Limpopo 
Jeremy Dobson 

Southern African Caper White 
Belenois creona severina  

Thabazimbi, Limpopo 
Jeremy Dobson 

Spotted Joker 
Byblia ilithyia 

Thabazimbi, Limpopo 
Jeremy Dobson 

Marsh Patroller 
Brakefieldia perspicua perspicua 

Thabazimbi, Limpopo 
Jeremy Dobson 

Southern Round-winged Orange Tip 
Colotis euippe omphale  
Thabazimbi, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

African Orange Tip 
Colotis evenina evenina 
Thabazimbi, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

Zebra White 
Pinacopteryx eriphia eriphia 

Thabazimbi, Limpopo 
Jeremy Dobson 

Dark Netted Sylph 
Willema willemi   

Thabazimbi, Limpopo 
Jeremy Dobson 
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Some Limpopo pictures from Reinier Terblanche and Vaughan Jessnitz: 

 

 

Eastern Cape 
 

 

Western Cape 
 

No photos, but Ernest Pringle had a successful trip to the Western Cape in March. He found two 

strong colonies of De Hoop Scarce Silver-spotted Copper (Trimenia malagrida maryae) near 

Vermaaklikheid and also managed to find (with Andrew Morton) Greyton Dark Ranger (Kedestes 

niveostriga schloszi) at Baines Kloof. 

 

Scarlet Tip 
Colotis annae annae 

Venetia, Limpopo 
Reinier Terblanche 

African Small Orange Tip 
Colotis evagore antigone 

Venetia, Limpopo 
Reinier Terblanche 

Ragged Paradise Skipper 
Abantis pillaana   

Limpopo 
Vaughan Jessnitz  

Broad-bordered Grass Yellow 
Terias brigitta brigitta 

Port Alfred, Eastern Cape 
Rosie Greeff 

Painted Lady 
Vanessa cardui 

Port Alfred, Eastern Cape 
Rosie Greeff 

White-barred Amber 
Telchinia encedon encedon   

Grahamstown, Eastern Cape 

Lynette Rudman 

Green-marbled Sandman 
Gomalia elma elma 

Port Alfred, Eastern Cape 
Rosie Greeff 

Southern Mocker Swallowtail 
Papilio dardanus cenea 

Port Alfred, Eastern Cape 
Rosie Greeff 

White-branded Swift 
Pelopidas thrax   

Port Alfred, Eastern Cape 
Rosie Greeff 
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Uganda 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zambia 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

AFRICA DESK 

Mabira Ghost 
Pseudopontia mabira 

Mabira, Uganda 
Rogers Muhwezi 

Golden-crescent Playboy 
Pilodeudorix baginei 

Mabira, Uganda 
Rogers Muhwezi 

Pearl-spotted Trailblazer 
Pardaleodes bule 
Mabira, Uganda 

Rogers Muhwezi 

Blind Banded Judy 
Afriodinia neavei neavei 

Uganda 
Sudheer Kommana 

Amber Fig-tree Blue 
Myrina silenus silenus 
Loding, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

Black-based Acraea 
Acraea natalica 

Zambia 
Mark Hellam 

Darker Commodore 
Precis antilope 

Zambia 
Mark Hellam 
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Tanzania 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Zimbabwe 

 

White-patch Ringlet 
Neocoenyra fulleborni 

Mafundi, Tanzania 
Devolent Mtui 

African White Pearl Emperor 
Charaxes varanes vologeses 

Tanzania 
Sudheer Kommana 

Lilac Tree Nymph 
Sevenia rosa 

Tanzania 
Sudheer Kommana 

Streaky-tipped Acraea 
Acraea atergatis 

Mafungabusi, Zimbabwe 
James Wakefield 

Scarlet Acraea 
Acraea atolmis 

Mafungabusi, Zimbabwe 
James Wakefield 

Blue-spotted King 
Charaxes cithaeron cithaeron 

Harare, Zimbabwe 

James Wakefield 

Topaz Arab 
Colotis calais calais 

Beit Bridge, Zimbabwe 
James Wakefield 

Orange Axehead 
Acada biseriata 

Harare, Zimbabwe 
Ian Riddell 

Eastern Palm Forester 
Bebearia orientis orientis 

Zimbabwe 
James Wakefield 

Tanzania Pathfinder 
Evena sikorana 

Anani Mtn, Tanzania 
Jean Swales 

Marbled Elfin 
Sarangesa lucidella lucidella 

Serengeti, Tanzania 
Jackson Praygod 

Brown Dodger 
Afrogegenes letterstedti 

Serengeti, Tanzania 
Jackson Praygod 
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Angola 

 
Namibia 

 
Liberia 
 
Szabolcs Sáfián found what is thought to be a new species of Precis 
at the edge of high-altitude forest of the Guinea Nimba, Liberia. This 
is the same area where Shiny-leaf Pansy (Junonia agnesberenyiae) 
was found previously. 

 
  

Spotted Ciliate Blue 
Anthene larydas  

Kante Norte, Angola 
Rogerio Ferreira 

Black-tipped Scarlet 
Axiocerses coalescens 

Kante Norte, Angola 
Rogerio Ferreira 

Western Elbowed Amber 
Telchinia sotikensis karschi 

Kante Norte, Angola 
Rogerio Ferreira 

Nomad Acraea 
Acraea lygus  

Otavi, Namibia 
Alex Singleton 

Eastern Scarlet 
Axiocerses tjoane tjoane 

Otavi, Namibia 
Alex Singleton 

Kavango Ragged Skipper 
Abantis cassualalla 

Otavi, Namibia 
Alex Singleton 
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Elected Executive Councillors and LSA Directors: 

• Jeremy Dobson (Chairman) 

• Justin Bode (Secretary) 

• Peter Ward (Treasurer) 
 

Co-opted Councillors 

• Dave Edge (Editor of Metamorphosis) 

• Reinier Terblanche (Conservation, Research and Permits) 
 
Branch Chairmen 

• Andre Coetzer (Highveld – Gauteng, North West and Free State) 

• Kevin Cockburn (KwaZulu-Natal) 

• Andrew Morton (Western Cape) 

• Ernest Pringle (Eastern Cape) 

• Dave Edge (Southern Cape) 

• Vaughan Jessnitz (Limpopo) 

• Reinier Terblanche (Northern Cape) 

• Michael Ochse (Germany) 
 
Metamorphosis Volume 32 (2021) – Part 1 is on sale for R 220 (R 260 for non-members).  
 

 
 
*Sponsor members are entitled to a free copy of Metamorphosis, but not supplementary, stand-
alone publications, such as the CRG results or the SALCA assessments. 
 
**Family Membership is available to married couples or life partners, plus dependent children 
under the age of 18. 
 
MEMBERSHIP OF LEPSOC AFRICA IS FREE TO ANYONE UNDER THE AGE OF 16 
 

Subscriptions are due on 01 January each year and, for new members, are discounted by 50% 

after 31 June; to renew your membership, click on the following link: 

 

LepSoc Africa subscriptions 

  

2022

Category
South 

African
Africa

Inter-   

national

South 

African
Africa

Inter-   

national

South 

African
Africa

Inter-   

national

Sponsor* R1 300 R 1 300 R 1 480 Included TBA TBA R 1 300 R 1 300 R 1 480

Ordinary R 310 R 310 R 380 R 220 TBA TBA R 530 TBA TBA

Pensioner (over 60 yrs) R 240 R 240 R 290 R 220 TBA TBA R 440 TBA TBA

Student (under 23 yrs) R 160 R 160 R 220 R 220 TBA TBA R 380 TBA TBA

Family Membership** R 480 R 480  R  480 R 220 TBA TBA R 700 TBA TBA

Family (Pensioners) R 370 R 370 R  370 R 220 TBA TBA R 590 TBA TBA

Metamorphosis  printed copy      

(preceding year i.e 2021)

Annual subscriptions, plus 

printed copy of 

Metamorphosis

Annual subscription fee                    

(current year i.e 2022)

LEPSOC AFRICA - SUBSCRIPTIONS 2022

LEPSOC AFRICA COUNCIL 

http://www.lepsocafrica.org/?p=members&s=Renew


100 
 

 
Please forward any photographs that you would like to display in this Newsletter, with your 

identification and the month that the photograph was taken, to jchdobson@gmail.com. 

There will be a Photograph of the Month (two in each episode); the season runs from August to 

July and the annual winner is announced in September’s edition. The decision, by the editor, is 

final and will be based on photographic merit, but may be swayed by donations to the Society. 

Entries for March 

 

  

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE MONTH 

MARCH 
 
Rogers Muhwezi and Sudheer Kommana both 
took similar pictures, but March’s winner is 
Rogers, as Sudheer won in January! 
 
Rogers took this photo of the Ugandan Ornate 
Spotted Buff (Pentila pauli clarensis) in Mabira 
Forest, east-central Uganda. 
 
Pentila pauli is one of the most attractive 
members of this genus and is widespread in 
tropical Africa. 
 

Striped Policeman 
Coeliades forestan forestan 
Potchefstroom, North West 

Tom Drinkwater 
 

 
 

White-cloaked Paradise Skipper 
Abantis levubu 

Hoedspruit, Limpopo 
Andrew Mayer 

 
 

Swartberg Dark Opal 
Chrysoritis nigricans zwartbergae  

Swartberg, Western Cape 
Desiré Darling 

 

Brown Pansy 
Junonia natalica natalica   
Franklyn Park, Limpopo  

Johan Greyling 
 
 

Fulvous Painted Ranger 
Nervia mohozutza 
Umtamvuna, KZN 

Mark Liptrot 
 

 

Topaz Arab 
Colotis calais calais 

Venetia NR, Limpopo 
Reinier Terblanche 

 

 
 

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/jchdobson@gmail.com
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Entries for April 

 

 
 

   

Lowland Bush Beauty 
Paralethe dendrophilus indosa 

Assagay, KZN 
Peter Smith 

Common Diadem 

Hypolimnas misippus 

Zimbabwe 

Mathew Cock 
 
 
 

Lycoa Amber 
Telchinia lycoa   

Arusha, Tanzania 
Andrew Cathbert 

 

Western Elbowed Amber 
Telchinia sotikensis karschi 

Kante Norte, Angola 
Rogerio Ferreira 

 
 
 
 
 

APRIL 
 
OK, I know it is a common butterfly, but April’s 
winner is Wayne Johnston, with this photo of 
Eastern Dotted Border (Mylothris agathina 
agathina). The picture was taken in Stanger, 
KwZulu-Natal. 
 
M. agathina agathina is one of the most 
widespread Dotted Borders and is present in 
much of eastern Africa, as far north as Ethiopia. It 
is a butterfly of savanna and forest habitats, 
extending into the fynbos of the southern Western 
Cape Province in South Africa. 
 
 

Chirinda Emperor Swallowtail 
Papilio ophidicephalus chirinda 

Zimbabwe 
Mathew Cock 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Epiphora vacuna  

Central African Republic 

Wendy Ostgaard 
 

 
 



102 
 

 

BOTSWANA AND ZIMBABWE REVISITED 
DECEMBER 1993 - JANUARY 1994 
 
By Martin Lunderstedt  
 
Abstract: A collecting trip through Botswana and Zimbabwe during which many rare and 
interesting specimens were recorded. 
 
We went through to Botswana via the Lobatse border post and from our home base at Virginia in 
the OFS to Gaborone and beyond we observed the annual migration of Belenois aurota aurota 
(Fabricius 1793). From Palapye to Maun the migration continued until we entered the Moremi 
Game Reserve in the Okavango Swamps. In the reserve, not much was flying as the rains were 
late last year. We encamped at 3rd Bridge. We stayed there for three days and I only caught two 
Charaxes candiope candiope (Godart 1824), a very arid form, damaged specimens which I 
released. Also recorded were a couple of C. jasius satumus Butler 1865, some Ypthima granulosa 
Butler 1883, Ypthimomorpha itonia (Hewitson 1865) and an extreme rnelanic form of Danaus 
chrysippus aegyptius (Schreber 1759) with no white in the forewings, just orange and black. Byblia 
acheloia anvatara (Wallengren 1857) was everywhere but strangely, very few Colotis were seen. 
 
We then went to Zimbabwe just before Christmas and I did a few trips around Mutare, notably 
Burma Valley and Cross Kopje, both places being ·extremely negative, the only Charaxes coming 
to the traps being C.bohemani C & R Felder 1859 and C.guderiana guderiana (Dewitz 1879). 
Physcaeneura pione Godman 1880 was flying but tattered and the weather turned disagreeable 
too. At Mutare Park, I nailed two good male Bebearia mardania orientis (Karsch 1895) and some 
Omipholidotos peucetia peucetia (Hewitson 1866) were emerging.  
 
At this stage I was seriously considering quitting lepidopterising and frequenting the local bars 
because they were the only places where life was good and you didn't need to worry about the 
weather. 
 
On 29/12/93 and again on 2/11/94 I went down to ye olde Pungwe Bridge in the Honde Valley. An  
enormous hardwood tree had collapsed in the centre of that small forest and Teriomima puelaris 
Trimen 1894 abounded. Within 30 minutes I had caught ten males and two females. That's when 
the place erupted! In one of my traps I discovered Charaxes violetta melloni Fox 1963 and 
throughout the day more and more appeared. The males were very territorial and pugnacious. 
They fought so readily and shared their territories with C. pollux gazanus van Someren 1967. 
Their perching places were all about 2-4m up, which is quite reassuring for us collectors! Other 
specimens of note caught or observed were: Euryphene achlys (Hopffer 1855), Cyrestis camillus 
sublineata Lathy 1901, Euphaedra neophron neophron (Hopffer 1855), Euxanthe wakefieldi (Ward 
1873), Cymothoe coranus Grose-Smith 1889 (a very rare find for Zimbabwe), Acraea egina areca 
Mabille 1888, and Virachola lorisona coffea (Jackson 1965). The shock of the trip was observing a 
female Euphaedra orientalis Rothschld 1898, sunning herself on the pathway. What a beauty and 
extremely wary too. I made one step and she disappeared promptly! 
 
I met an American collector called Ted Sabine at the White Horse Inn in the Vumba and we 
decided to go to Cloudlands, the forest at 1410m, the next day. Up there the normal butterflies 
were out - Cymothoe vumbui Bethune-Baker 1926, C. alcimeda rhodesiae Stevenson 1934, Precis 
tugela tugela (Trimen 1879), Belenois zochalia zochalia (Boisduval 1836), Mylothris sagala 
umtaliana (Aurivillius, 1901), Papilio echerioides chirindanus (van Son 1956), and of course Neptis 
swynnertoni swynnertoni Trimen 1912 were flying around when I spotted what looked like a 

TRAWLING THE ARCHIVES… 
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normal, common male Charaxes varanes vologeses (Mabille 1876). He parked himself at his 
normal 2 m up and basicallly instructed us to catch him. I asked Ted if he wanted it, he gave me 
an affirmative answer. Nonchalantly I took a swipe and missed. I thought it a bit of a joke and 
proceeded to watch Ted go out of his wits trying to catch it for the next hour, weather permitting. 
Needless to say it had got rather alert and tended to elude him every time and he became more 
interested in the lovely Papilio dardanus cenea (Stoll 1790) which were flying around. At this stage 
I suddenly realised that I've never seen C. varanes so high up in the Vumba and decided to 
investigate. Clouds came over and I had to use my maximum extension poles, and of course I  
caught him. My first perfect male Charaxes acuminatus vumba van Someren 1963. All that would 
never have happened if I hadn't taken Ted up with me. On the wing, C. acuminatus vumbui is 
identical to C. varanes, having the same size and flight habits. 
 
Also in the Mutare area is a forest beyond Penhalonga called Stableford Forestry Estates. This 
estate has an immense forest at 1600m and Charaxes alpinus van Someren & Jackson 1957 has 
been caught there. The forester has the most incredible view over Mozambique, and you can see 
all the major mountains and extinct volcanoes in the hinterland there. Sad to say the roads are a 
bit bad and we had to physically· remove four trees from the road and even then we couldn't get 
past one monster, so we turned and went back to the road above. The forester has given 
permission for us to collect butterflies there. 
 
My last two days were spent down in Chirinda Forest at Mt.Selinda. A collector’s dream it turned 
out to be. On the 11 /1 /94 I started to drive into the forest and saw where a huge tree had fallen, 
making a clearing down by the stream. This spot is way beyond the Swynnerton memorial and just 
before the old homestead. After forcing my way through thick vines and ginger plants I ended up 
on top of this pile of rotting undergrowth and tree. A darkish shape disentangled itself from the 
canopy and flew downwards towards me. At this stage I was trying to balance myself on a narrow 
tree trunk so all I could do was to try and identify this strange object. Salamis cacti amaniensis 
Vosseler 1907! It flies like a small, dark Mother of Pearl but from the ground it resembles a black 
Charaxes in flight. Only when it rests and semi-opens its wings can you then see the purple lustre 
inside. As it was, there were about four of them and to my knowledge they are still there, as I didn't 
get another opportunity to catch one there. At another clearing in the road I stood on top of my 
bakkie with extensions, also to no avail. I must have spent four hours in two days trying, and I 
came upon their secret by chance. 
 
During this time I collected Apaturopsis cleochares schultzei Schmidt 1921 , Lachnoptera ayresii 
Trimen 1879, Pseudacraea lucretia tarquinia (Trimen 1868) f. ochrescens, Dixea pigea (Boisduval 
1836) f. rubrobasalis, and a good series of Appias sabina phoebe (Butler 1900). The next day saw 
me on the tar road collecting a good series of Pentila swynnerloni Stevenson 1940 and some 
lolaus lalos lalos (Druce 1896) when I noticed a familiar dark butterfly flying along the road~ Too 
quick, it was gone! Eight times I saw S. cacta and they were just too quick. Instead of roaming 
around I stood in the middle of the road (moving only for buses) and ended up getting four males 
and one female. On the way out down at the base of the hill I got a nice male Charaxes nichetes 
leoninus Butler 1895. 
 
That was that, it could have been a better trip but for the at least two solid weeks of drizzle and 
clouds, but that's Zimbabwe! 
 
METAMORPHOSIS VOL. 5, PART 2 June 1994 
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This newsletter is compiled by Jeremy Dobson and is edited by Mark Williams, who endeavours to 
correct grammatical or taxonomic errors, while retaining the style and tone of the original article as 
submitted by the author. 
 
This magazine relies on material from you, the members of LepSoc Africa. Please forward any 
news or photographs that might be of interest to jchdobson@gmail.com. 
 
If anyone has any ideas regarding future format or content, please feel free to make suggestions. 
 
PDF’s of previous editions of African Butterfly News can be downloaded here: 
 

EDITION DATE LINK  EDITION DATE LINK 

2016-5 Sep 2016 ABN 2016-5  2020-1 Jan 2020 ABN 2020-1 

2016-6 Nov 2016 ABN 2016-6  2020-2 Mar 2020 ABN 2020-2 

2017-1 Jan 2017 ABN 2017-1  2020-3 May 2020 ABN 2020-3 

2017-2 Mar 2017 ABN 2017-2  2020-4 Jul 2020 ABN 2020-4 

2017-3 May 2017 ABN 2017-3  2020-5 Sep 2020 ABN 2020-5 

2017-4 Jul 2017 ABN 2017-4  2020-6 Nov 2020 ABN 2020-6 

2017-5 Sep 2017 ABN 2017-5  2021-1 Jan 2021 ABN 2021-1 

2017-6 Nov 2017 ABN 2017-6  2021-2 Mar 2021 ABN 2021-2 

2018-1 Jan 2018 ABN 2018-1  2021-3 May 2021 ABN 2021-3 

2018-2 Mar 2018 ABN 2018-2  2021-4 July 2021 ABN 2021-4 

2018-3 May 2018 ABN 2018-3  2021-5 Sep 2021 ABN 2021-5 

2018-4 Jul 2018 ABN 2018-4  2021-6 Nov 2021 ABN 2021-6 

2018-5 Sep 2018 ABN 2018-5  2022-1 Jan 2022 ABN 2022-1 

2018-6 Nov 2018 ABN 2018-6  2022-2 Mar 2022 ABN 2022-2 

2019-1 Jan 2019 ABN 2019-1     
2019-2 Mar 2019 ABN 2019-2     
2019-3 May 2019 ABN 2019-3     
2019-4 July 2019 ABN 2019-4     

2019-5 Sep 2019 ABN 2019-5     
2019-6 Nov 2019 ABN 2019-6     

 

FOOTNOTE 

mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com
http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1414/African%20Butterfly%20News%202016-5.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/genwci398mqn1ux/ABN%202020-1.pdf?dl=0
http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1415/African%20Butterfly%20News%202016-6.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ay67evoiuh360lf/ABN%202020-2.pdf?dl=0
http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1416/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-1.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ag1p5zm7v1q1r00/ABN%202020-3.pdf?dl=0
http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1417/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-2.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/j4zi6nrkarc32p0/ABN%202020-4.pdf?dl=0
http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1418/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-3.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/spn0zmh8wvul0hl/ABN%202020-5.pdf?dl=0
http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1421/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-4.pdf
https://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1548/African%20Butterfly%20News%202020-6.pdf
http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1423/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-5.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/mj76yw5w3961bbi/ABN%202021-1.pdf?dl=0
http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1426/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-6.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/rc6q4m4gqmlkd9g/ABN%202021-2.pdf?dl=0
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1449/African%20Butterfly%20News%202018-1.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/54n7a5a7fzevq82/ABN%202021-3.pdf?dl=0
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1455/African%20Butterfly%20News%202018-2%20reduced.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/oyu3mkbzqlw1by3/ABN%202021-4.pdf?dl=0
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1458/African%20Butterfly%20News%202018-3.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/xgwkq7zqxuuk3ov/ABN%202021-5.pdf?dl=0
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1460/ABN%202018-4.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/0udui2vbkra7pa0/ABN%202021-6.pdf?dl=0
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1470/African%20Butterfly%20News%202018-5.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/da22rygc4eee3ue/ABN%202022-1.pdf?dl=0
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1477/African%20Butterfly%20News%202018-6.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3968bw6pdy8giol/ABN%202022-2.pdf?dl=0
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1483/African%20Butterfly%20News%202019-1.pdf
http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1488/African%20Butterfly%20News%202019-2%20.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/crt2qs5zlfub75i/ABN%202019-3.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/umzjpgkgqhoc5uw/ABN%202019-4.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/guzq1z7t6hgh5rt/ABN%202019-5.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/v7go4yokv2e9v22/ABN%202019-6.pdf?dl=0

